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Nu Sigma and Theta Kappa
crowned 2025 Turkey Fest
champions

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
AND REPORTER

Olivia Adams and
Elizabeth Pfeiffer

he Flames/Ambassadors and
the Stallions are the 2025 Tur-
key Fest champions.

TURKEY CUP

The Sigma Lambda Delta Duskies
faced off against the combined Nu
Sigma Flames/Ambassadors team in
the women’s championship, the Tur-
key Cup, on Nov. 15. Nu Sigma was
looking for back-to-back champion-
ships while the Duskies aimed for
their first ever Turkey Cup title.

Haley Mohnacky, one of the Nu
Sigma coaches, said, “My favorite
part of the season was just the unity
between the two societies.”

The combination of the Nu Alpha
PhiFlamesandthe Alpha Sigma Omi-
cron Ambassadors for a champion-
ship soccer team is largely due to the
fact that many of the Ambassadors

PHOTO: Amelia Morris

future leaders

Emily Fernett
REPORTER

n the second talk in the new Ven-

ture Forward lecture series host-

ed by the Bob Jones University
School of Business, Ashish Majmun-
dar, a director at Google Cloud,
spoke to a packed venue inside Per-
formance Hall. Majmundar lectured
on Nov. 14, speaking about his jour-
ney from playing cricket in India to
presenting his billion-dollar idea to
Jeff Bezos. Most importantly, he em-
phasized the principles of a success-
ful leader.

Majmundar opened, “It really is
a privilege to be here, to speak with
you, the next generation of Christian
leaders; and really, I hope that as a
part of this conversation, I'll be able
to encourage you to live out your

faith, whatever discipline the world
takes you.”

After fielding a few questions, he
spoke about his goal to become a
professional cricket player and then
his education in New York for an in-
formation system master’s degree.
While there, a pastor encouraged
his love for Scripture and influenced
Majmundar to attend BJU Seminary.

Through his full years at sem-
inary, he learned the power of
perseverance.

“I'll give you a piece of encourage-
ment to persevere in whatever path
you're on,” he said. “Sometimes it’s
hard, and you might think it’s im-
possible, but the Lord will help you
through it.”

After missions work in India for
a few years while working with JP

See VENTURE p.5 99

transferred from the Flames in an
effort to revitalize the society-- an
effort that has been successful thus

See TURKEY FEST p.5 »?
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Column: The same but different

Jonathan Rose

PODCAST
EDITOR

ast fall in my recap,

I specifically ad-

dressed every new
change on campus. Natu-
rally, very little of what I
said is still true 12 months
later.

Last year, we had a new
president, Dr. Josh Crock-
ett. This year, we have an-
other new one, Dr. Bruce
McAllister.

Last year, I wrote about
how chapel started with
videos, used a new po-
dium and ended with a
song. None of those ele-
ments returned this year.

Last year, I pointed out
major changes at the din-
ing common. This year,
the DC changed so much
I couldn’t even recognize
it. (This is a good thing.)
AVI Fresh transformed
eating on campus and
made meals something
to look forward to, but
there were two things that
did not change. First, the
same faces we love greet-
ed us at the entrance and
cooked our food at the
grill. Second, even though
we have more options and
better food, people still
complain. But the chapel
and DC shocks were just
the beginning.

Last year, I touched
on the university’s slo-
gan, with no knowledge
that we were changing it.
However, in August we
discovered that we are
now “Pursuing a High-
er Calling.” The new slo-
gan tied in well with Pur-
suit, the name of the game
we played to kick off the
school year. Reviews of
the event were as varied
as the colors of the shirts
we received and the lo-
cations we visited, but
I did enjoy getting four
Bubbl’'rs at the end of the
game, even if my team lost
spectacularly.

As chapel began a few
days later, we learned of
the new weekly sched-
ule. On Mondays, we
work through the the-
ology in the universi-
ty creed. Tuesdays, Dr.
Crockett continues his
series through Ecclesi-
astes, dodging 6-7 me-
mes and pop culture ref-
erences along the way. On
“Worship Wednesdays,”
Dr. McAllister preaches
through the book of Ro-
mans. Thursdays are the

special chapels instead of
Discipleship Group.

Our first major event af-
ter classes started was so-
ciety Rush, where the Al-
pha Sigma Omicron Blue
Jays (formerly known as
the Ambassadors in case
you missed it), became
the most recent society to
be rescued from the fate
of the dodo. Additional-
ly, freshmen stampeded
to the Royals and Clas-
sics, showing the power of
good marketing and peer
pressure. Right after the
dust settled was our first
artist series of the year.
Ilya Yakushev was a su-
per pianist with great sto-
ries, even if the image of
Unhatched Chicks haunt-
ed my nightmares until
midterms.

The next week was the
second annual REACH
Week, emphasizing the
ministries students could
participate in next sum-
mer. This year’s edition
ended with a welcome
change from last year; no
hurricane came Friday to
pummel Greenville and
cancel days of school. So
on the last Friday in Sep-
tember, students went
to class instead of losing
their minds and jumping
in the fountain. Of course
they couldn’t have done
that anyway, since not
even a hurricane could
fill the fountain this year
(we’ve been told they’re
working on a redesign
plan).

October began with
a Spirit Week much dif-
ferent than last year. For
starters, there was no
Homecoming this year,
meaning no alumni flood-
ed campus for reunions
andno BBQbash.On Tues-
day, David Kim and the
concerto-aria win-
ners put on the
second artist se-
ries with the Uni- g
versity Symphony ¥
Orchestra. '
from
taking
place
in the

|

Aside °
-

middle of a special week,
this artist series was no-
table for flipping gen-
der norms on their head.
Women were encouraged
to ask men to go with
them instead of men go-
ing in a big group with
each other, which is
what normally hap-
pens. However,
even when every-
thing else chang-
es, campus dat-
ing culture
remains stead-
fast, so most of
the men went
in a big group
with each oth-
er anyway. Af-
ter all, it’s hard
to stand out in
a crowd and get
asked out when
over 100 of you
dress in a white
shirt and khakis
on the same day.

Speaking of
Spirit Week, last
year’s Spirit
Week was “Wear
Jeans” Week.
This year? As of
the time of edit-
ing, Friday of Spirit Week
was the only casual day of
the semester, a stat I don’t
think I would have be-
lieved if you'd told me this
last year.

By the time fall break
rolled around, we were
all really, really, REALLY
ready to not have school.
However, rather than
resting, many used the
four days to stuff in all
the fun that they couldn’t
have during school and
returned even more tired
than when they left.
Around this time, we also
had to survive the ordeal
of midterm tests and proj-
ects. As scarring as those
were, at least more peo-

ple passed their tests

than passed White

Glove the following

Saturday.

The annual High
School Festival rolled
around in November, but
(of course) there was a
change from previous
years. Instead of be-
ing added to stu-
¢ dents’ rooms,
most of the high
schoolers were
placed in Iron-
side and the
newly deep-
cleaned Sunday.
The students

were very excited not to
have to share the territo-
ry but also missed out on
learning life lessons by
having the hallways filled
with teenagers at 11 at
night.

Immediately after,

winter seemed to ar-
rive with a ven-
geance, driving ev-
eryone inside for
two days and
making the soc-
cer fields a place
of suffering
during the soci-
ety playoffs. Af-
ter the weath-
er returned to
normal Green-
ville tempera-
tures, the
Flames/Am-
bassadors and
Stallions took the
top prizes at the
Turkey Fest.
The last two
weeks be-
fore Thanks-
giving were
also filled
with Bru-
ins’ cham-
pionships and
performances of the third
and final artist series,
King Lear. On the grass,
the women’s soccer team
and men’s cross-country
team extended their dy-
nasties, surviving a snake
and early morning flights
on their way to the third
and 10th straight nation-
al titles, respectively. On-
stage, King Lear’s dynasty
came to a sudden and vio-
lent end.

After another round of
projects and tests, stu-
dents left to return home
for Thanksgiving break.
Hopefully this time they
actually rested up for the
return because the se-
mester isn’t over yet!

In an era of social me-
dia and the internet, com-
paring the current time
to a previous semester or
even life before college
is easier than ever. Dr.
Crockett reminded us this
semester — in between
AVI Fresh shoutouts —
that desiring to live any-
time but right now is fool-
ish (Ecclesiastes 7). As we
go into exams and win-
ter, remember that God
doesn’t change regardless
of circumstances, and
when we turn our eyes
from ourselves to His glo-
ry, we find real peace and

joy.
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Student leadership groups partner to boost
Bruins sports

Bethany Brooks [ COPY £DITOR and

and John Talley | PHOTOCRAPHER

r. Aaron Burk, director of the

Center for Leadership Devel-

opment and former assistant
men’s director with Student Life, has
been hard at work over the last year
finding ways to promote Bruins ath-
letics because, as he said, "Athletics is
an opportunity to build community."

Among other things, he hopes to
close the gap between athletes and
students. And he’s not alone either.

The Center for Leadership Devel-
opment, Student Leadership Council
and Student-Athlete Advisory Coun-
cil are jointly pushing for a unified
Bruins community in student athlet-
ics.

SAAC is a student organization
that mediates between athletes and
the university. This semester, SAAC
partnered with the CLD and SLC to
increase student participation and
support in athletics.

“It makes sense that you do it from
a student leadership piece, because
then it's much easier to normalize,”
Mr. Burk said.

SAAC is led by Misha Gray, the
current president of the association
and a senior criminal justice major.
Gray has been a Bruins track & field
athlete for the past three years. SAAC

includes two representatives from
each sports team.

“It's being a voice for the athletes,”
Gray said. “If people have problems,
they can bring it to me, and then I
can bring it to the administration.
This year, we're trying to make more
events for the student body to be in-
volved with sports.”

In addition to revamping this
year’s pep rally, one thing they have
changed already is offering conces-
sions at every Bruins home game.

One of Mr. Burk’s greatest hopes is
that the Bruins' slogan “Iwish I could,
but it’s Bruins game day” would be-
come a reality. His hope is that ath-
letes and non-athletes alike would
rally behind Bruins events and grow
together as a result.

“That's what I want it to be,” Mr.
Burk said. “That makes going to
the game normal, so it's a given. Of
course we're going to the game.”

The Bruins athletics program is
relatively new to the university and
often struggles to fill the stands and
stadiums at events. The CLD, SLC and
SAAC want to normalize student at-
tendance at sporting events.

“It's more of how we can create an
experience that people would enjoy,”
Mr. Burk said. “The SLC does that.
They're creating experiences outside
the classroom that are beneficial to
the student. We think that athletics
has some of those events. ”

The SLC partners with SAAC
through advertising major sporting
events, organizing themes and staff-
ing concessions. The objective is to
integrate both student-athletes and
students as one “Bruins” community.

Gray is concerned the perceived
divide between athletes and students

RHRTO: Tessa&mﬁna_. A
is due to misconception.

“I think there's a bit of a miscon-
ception among the student body that
athletes have a lot easier on campus:
looser attendance policies, less con-
cern about grades,” Gray said. “We're
held to the same standard as the rest
of the student body.”

Gray wants to unify students and
student-athletes. He emphasized
that every student at Bob Jones Uni-
versity is a Bruin.

“Our goal, our mindset, is really to
create a better relationship between
the athletes and the student body,”
Gray said. “There's nothing different
between you and me; we're both Bru-
ins.”

Mr. Burk said he loves athletics be-
cause it creates community.

"Anything that we do that helps us
befriend the brother or sister next
to us is beneficial for both of us,” Mr.
Burk said.

Gray emphasized that student
involvement in athletics is crucial.
“Bruins” is a unifying identity every
BJU student can be a part of.

“There's two things that every-
body in our school can rally on,” Gray
said. “One is the gospel. We can ral-
ly that we are brothers and sisters
in Christ. The second is we can rally
around sports. I'm a firm believer
that if we all were one spirit in one
Bruin nation, our campus would

be a lot more lively, because we feel
this oneness. Having that team at-
mosphere is going to be huge. We're
both Bruins, we're both Christians, so
let's serve God together and have fun
while doing it and be a part of a big-
ger thing than just ourselves.”

This unified atmosphere cannot
be created without student atten-
dance at games.

“Come to the events!” Gray said.
“Participation would be huge. It's
demoralizing when nobody is at
your competitions. If people were to
come to the games, it would mean so
much to the athletes. Just come to the
events, participate and be there. Get
engaged with the game.”

Ultimately, students and stu-
dent-athletes participate in the com-
munity of Bruins to give glory to God.

“For athletes, there's two different
types of people that we're competing
against: a brother in Christ or some-
one who needs Christ," Gray said. "I
think that helps the athletes to un-
derstand the way I act is going to im-
pact them. We should be praying that
they don't look at us and see us, but
they say, ‘Wow, he serves somebody
that I want to serve."

By participating in the athletics
program, Gray said, students develop
closer relationships with one another
and give glory to God.

BJ U Brums volleyball marches to NCCAA
national tournament

Strong season marked by individual accomplishments and team chemistry

Elizabeth Pfeiffer

REPORTER
he Bob Jones University Bru-
ins volleyball team finished as
national runners-up after a sur-

prising run to the championship game

of the NCCAA national tournament in

Joplin, Missouri. Despite losing in re-

gionals, their strong performance in the

regular season secured a spot at nation-
als.

The team opened up pool play in the
national championship tournament
strong, winning its first two matches
Nov. 19-20. They lost the final match
of pool play 3-1 to Manhattan Christian
College, but advanced to the semifinals
as the top two in their pool.

The Bruins then defeated Pensacola
3-1 before losing in the championship

game to Manhattan 3-1.

The 2025 volleyball season is full
of accomplishments. The setter, Elyse
Vest, reached 1,000 assists in Septem-
ber. The libero, Anne Lloyd, achieved
1,000 digs in October, and the middle
hitter, Hannah Goodwin, hit 1,000 kills
in November.

With a final record of 20-17, the
Bruins played stronger as the season
progressed, even defeating several
tough NAIA teams. Head Coach Chris-
ta Schlichting attributes some of this
success to the team’s five seniors: Lloyd
and Goodwin, along with defensive spe-
cialist Lois Bido, outside hitter Bethany
Estell and right-side hitter Maddy Gold-
strom.

The team demonstrated strong
chemistry throughout the season. Ac-
cording to Coach Schlichting, the “team

is a special group that loves playing to-
gether!”

One way the team grew together is
through their study of “Pressing Forward
in Unity” in Philippians 3. It is clear that
these players care about more than just
the scores, games and tournaments.

"T am proud of the growth and deter-
mination of our team these past three
months," Schlichting said after the cham-
pionship. "Getting to play for the national
championship was an incredible feat for
our team during a season of transition.
Unfortunately, we could not find our
rhythm against a determined and experi-
enced Manhattan team. Congratulations
to them and their coach for winning their
first NCCAA national championship."

No matter the outcome, the Bruins
volleyball team can boast a strong per-
formance this season.

# PHOTO: Derek Eckenroth
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In the modern world, against what threats
must Christians defend their faith?

Caleb Fabrizio

REPORTER

r. Renton Rathbun, the Bib-

lical Worldview Consultant

at BJU Press and the former
director of the Center for Biblical
Worldview, studies this question. He
says that the threat doesn’t always
come from outside the church. They
often come from within.

“The thing that bothers me so
much is that half the problems we
have in our society are because the
church failed,” Rathbun said. “If we
fail at church, we’re going to fail at
home. If we fail at home, we’re going
to fail at church. There’s just no way
around those two things.”

Dr. Rathbun is burdened to teach
Christians about the worldviews
and secular beliefs that they will
encounter. Launched this year, the
Renton Rathbun Show addresses
many of the unbiblical compromis-
es between the church and secular
culture. He presents biblical an-
swers to the problems that secular
worldviews have introduced.

As an educator, Dr. Rathbun cre-
ated the show first and foremost for
parents.

“The reason why I left teaching is
because I thought, how do we get the
kids younger, to help them develop

aworldview before they’ve gotten to
college and are already convinced of
their worldview and are no longer
listening to people?” Rathbun said.
He believes that the best solution is
to train parents first.

Twice a week, on Mondays and
Wednesdays, new episodes of the
show release on YouTube, Spoti-
fy and other podcasting platforms.
Each week, Rathbun interviews
a new guest on a different topic.
Guests range from BJU faculty like
Dr. Greg Mazak and Mr. Christopher
Zydowicz, to special guests from
other podcasts and ministries. Top-
ics range from hot-button issues
like addiction, entertainment, the
LGBTQ movement, Christian Na-
tionalism, Israel, biblical masculin-
ity and racism.

Though he covers varied and po-
tentially controversial topics, Rath-
bunensuresthatthepodcastanswers
questions from a biblical worldview,
rather than through a political lens.
While the podcast is primarily in-
tended for parents, a Christian worl-
dview is universal to all ages. Stu-
dents will benefit from the show as
well, Rathbun said.

“They’re future parents,” he
said. “And they, if I can put it
this way, are the future. And so I
think listening would be helpful

.PHETO: RentoriREtAEINS

to them to understand the kind of

battle they’re about to get into.”

Some episodes would be especial-
ly helpful to specific majors. Those
studying medicine could watch,
“Where is God When We Suffer?”
(Season 3, Episode 3).

Students studying social sciences
may want to watch, “Race, Racism,
and the Christian Life” (Season 3,
Episode 1).

Other episodes may appeal to

various majors, like ministry, polit-

ical science, or information technol-
ogy majors.
No matter your major or your con-

victions, Dr. Rathbun recommended

that students listen to the debates
between him and his guests as they
defend the Christian worldview.

“It takes a lot of strength to lis-
ten to someone that you don’t agree
with,” Rathbun said.

By challenging our own worl-
dview and recognizing the areas
where the secular world influenced
us, we learn to conform all areas of
our thinking with the Bible.

And that, truly, is the best thing
that we can ever learn to do.

The Renton Rathbun Show is
available on Spotify, YouTube, other
streaming sites, and select live TV
channels.

BJU Culinary Arts students serve up dinner
and more at the Bistro

Savannah Pack
REPORTER

he room is lit with soft light-

ing and jazz plays quietly

through the speakers. The
other diners talk to each other but
not loud enough to hear more than a
few lines of their conversation. The
smell of cooking meals reaches us
before our meals do. Once the food
is brought to our table, we take a few
moments to eat with our eyes before
digging in with our forks.

The food - taco salad for my sister
and pizza for myself - is seasoned
well and we both say so. This eve-
ning could be found at a downtown
restaurant, but it was actually on the
Bob Jones University campus. Wel-
come to the Bistro.

During the fall semester through
mid-November, Culinary Arts stu-
dents hosted the Bistro from 4:30
p-m. to 7:30 p.m. on Friday evenings.
Customers could dine-in and pur-
chase a handmade meal. Breuanna
Howell, one of the three students
involved, estimated that 10 hours
of work went into The Bistro every
week.

They served different kinds of
pizzas, classy nachos, salads and
sandwiches, along with a new des-
sert every week. The prices were
low for the kind of quality that came
with the dishes. I was able to sam-
ple a few, and my favorite by far was
their taco salad. The meat was ten-
der, and the greens were fresh. Ev-
ery bite was packed with spices and
topped with corn strips. My favorite
dessert was the birthday cake ice

cream. It tasted exactly like birthday
cake and was topped with rainbow
sprinkles.

"We have really, really good food,"
Howell said.

The work is unpaid for the students
as part of their educational experi-
ence, but tips help fund culinary field
trips and other expenses of the major.

Chef David Miller is the faculty
head of the Bistro. He said that the
Bistro is a culinary arts tradition for
the past 20 years and "offered other
concepts over the years in conjunc-
tion with the Bistro or as a slight al-
teration: Dinners-to-go, Soup & Bread
to-go, [and] World Cafe."

Next semester the culinary stu-

dents will open a bakeshop on Tues- %
day evenings. If you were unable to

visit the Bistro this semester, definite-
ly give the bakeshop a try!
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far. Commenting on this
joint team, Mohnacky ob-
served that it “allowed
old and new friendships
to either be strengthened
or created.”“allowed old
and new friendships to ei-
ther be strengthened or
created.”

The game was a back-
and-forth dance all eve-
ning, both teams match-
ing each other goal for
goal wuntil the second
half. The Duskies had an
incredible midfield goal
from midfielder Ame-
lia Cudar and many ex-
cellent defensive plays
by Abby Woo and Paige
Johnson. But Nu Sigma
outplayed them in the
end, their third goal just
tipping over the goalie’s
gloves. Gracie Roland’s

speed at right-wing could
not be beaten, and Paige
Dawson tipped in a head-
er off of a penalty kick.
In the end, the Nu Sig-
ma Flames/Ambassadors

9% From VENTURE p.1

Morgan, Majmundar and
his wife and five chil-
dren moved to New Jer-
sey, where he currently
lives, working with Goo-
gle Cloud and pastoring a
church.

He works in four areas
of global financial ser-
vices: retail banking, cap-
ital markets, asset wealth
management and insur-
ance. Most of his work in-
volves capital market ex-
changes in innovation.

This career guided
him to work at Amazon
Web Services where he
won the Think Big con-
test. During his presenta-
tion, one slide mentioned
“where your treasure is,
there your heart will be
also.”

Majmundar wished he
would have said more to
Bezos about the slide.

“I felt so bad, I didn’t
think of, ‘Yes, you can
send your treasures to
heaven and leave your
treasures up there.” And
I didn’t say that. I wish I
had the presence of mind
and the courage to say
that.”

defeated the Sigma Lamb-
da Delta Duskies 3-2.

Amaris John, one of the
Nu Sigma coaches, said of
the game, “When the fi-
nal whistle blew, I felt so
excited and relieved that
we finally pulled off the
win.”

TURKEY BOWL

The men’s 11s league
championship was be-
tween the Theta Kappa
Chi Stallions and Sigma
Alpha Chi Spartans. The
Stallions defeated the
Spartans in a close 1-0
match. The Spartans and
Stallions competed twice
during the regular sea-
son, each team winning
one of these games.

Emotions were high
throughout the night as
both teams fought for
control of the game. With
the wind against them,
the Stallions were feeling
discouraged in the first

The next opportunity to
say something more came
just a month ago, when
Majmundar presented be-
fore the president of the
Dominican Republic.

“There’s a whole trans-
formation of the coun-
try that [my team] was
working on. At the end of
it, I said, Mr. President, I
am a Christian, and I be-
lieve that not only our two
philosophies from tech-
nology align, but my per-
sonal philosophy of life
which I take from the mis-
sionary, William Carey,
who said, ‘Attempt great
things for God; expect
great things from God.

“And so I concluded,
Mr. President, with God’s
blessing and your sup-
port, we can make a dif-
ference to the Dominican
people for many genera-
tions to come.”

These are just a few
of the opportunities that
come to those who speak
for the Lord.

After that, Majmund-
ar explained the princi-
ples of a successful lead-
er, inspiring the audience

half. The Spartans con-
trolled the field for most
of the first half. However,
after switching sides, the
Stallions used the wind
to their advantage.

“We knew it was going
to be a 70-minute battle
that would come down
to the wire,” said Char-
ley Tomko, the Stallions’
team captain. The first
half of the match end-
ed 0-0 and spectators
were on the edge of their
seats. The Stallions’ goal-
ie, Jackson Baron, made
several impressive saves.

The only goal of the
game was a wild shot
from deep midfield by
Gael Mallen. “I didn’t
even think it was going
in,” Gael said of his in-
credible goal. “I thought
I was done after last
year, but God gave us the
victory.”

The Stallions were ex-
cited to defeat a team that
has made it to the Turkey

to stive for success.

Though Majmundar
enjoys material success,
he defines success quite
differently. This defini-
tion deeply changed his
work ethic. True success
is knowing and doing the
will of God, he said.

This definition guides
all other principles, be-
cause God says, “without
me you can do nothing,”
Majmundar said.

“..we can make a
difference to the

Dominican people

“You could be super, su-
per successful in the back
office. Nobody knows
about you, but you’ll make
a splash in heaven, be-
cause you're faithful in
what you do.”

Because of that prin-
ciple, he makes a regular
practice not to work on

Bowl for the last several
years.

“When the final whistle
blew, the joy and excite-
ment filled Alumni Sta-
dium as our teammates,
fans and families all
rushed the field,” Tomko
said.

Ethan Smith, a play-
er on the Stallions, said,
“We were overjoyed at
the end of the match, not
only because we had won,
but because we had done
so alongside some of our
closest friends.”

Smith said that strong
relationships among
teammates separated the
Stallions from the oth-
er teams in the regular
season.

After a tough loss, the
Spartans were already
looking toward 2026.

“Don’t worry,” said Sig-
ma Spartans’ social me-
dia. “We’ll be back next
year.”

Sundays.

“When I get a job, I'm
up front, ‘I'm not going to
work on the Lord’s Day.””

This does not keep Ma-
jmundar from making a
difference in the corpo-
rate world, however. His
personality and definition
of success fuel his fierce
“full throttle” work ethic.

“When I was playing
cricket, I was really train-
ing hard. I am full on, all
or nothing. You can think
of it as full throttle.”

“For me, I go from a full
tank in the morning to an
absolute empty tank at
night. There’s no reserve.”

With all his work, min-
istry, and family responsi-
bilities, Majmundar lives
out the biblical princi-
ple, “whatever your hand
finds to do, do it with all
your might.”

Lastly, Majmundar en-
couraged his audience
to be skillful, citing King
David and Proverbs. This
skill looks like avid curi-
osity, especially about Al
in this technology-driv-
en world. Honed skills
set you apart from other

PHOTOS: Tessa Bonnema

people.

He mentioned that ris-
ing leaders need to know
their strengths and their
weaknesses. They need to
be confident in what they

know - domain knowl-
edge - and who they know
- others who offset their
weaknesses.

Or as Majmundar said,
“Don’t grow oranges in
Seattle. Know a guy in
Florida.”

One skill sets great
leaders apart, the skill
of active listening. Maj-
mundar noticed that both
Bezos and the president
of the Dominican Repub-
lic listened well, even
when they disagreed.

“He [the President] let
anybody talk, as if that
person was the only per-
son there.”

While prioritizing eter-
nity, Majmundar embod-
ies each of these lead-
ership skills. Whether
working with Fortune 50
companies, or pastoring
a congregation of 50 peo-
ple, his principles shape
him to be a truly success-
ful leader.
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It's the most wonderful time of the year!

Fvents you won't want to miss this Christmas season

Event times can be found online.

United Community
Ice on Main

Qutdoar ice skating rink in downtown Greenville.

206 S. Main St., Greenville, in front of the

Courtyard Marriott £
Grand Bohemian Lodge

Nov. 19, 2025 - Jan. 19, 2026 Christmas Market

Decorated market with local vendors, food, beverages and live music.

Monday - Friday, $10 ,
Saturday - Sunday, $12 Grand Bohemian Lodge, 44 E. Camperdown Way

Fach ticket purchases a one hour skate session Nov. 28 - _De?- 28
Free Admission

Nights of Lights

BJU STUDENTS LOVE l-throush lisht show with animal rides. Chri s and S Vil
WATCHING: Upstate walk-through light show with animal rides, Christmas crafts and Santa’s Village.

1. HOME ALONE
2. ELF
3. WHITE CHRISTMAS

CCNB Amphitheatre at Heritage Park,
861 S.E. Main St., Simpsonville

Nov. 21 - Dec. 31

$15 for adults and $12 for.ghildren

S

Holidays at the Zoo

The Greenville Zoo is transformed by Christmas lights, music and decorations!

Greenville Zoo, 150 Cleveland Park Dr.
Dec. 13, 2025 = Janmd. 2026
Tickets =$10 - $14

YOU VOTED!

BJU STUDENTS PREFER:
WHITE LIGHTS
(55%)

HOT CHOCOLATE
(73%)

FAKE TREES

(55%)

)
&89,

PHOTO: Prisma Health

PHOTO: Adobe Stock
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STUDENT LIFE

Student Leadershi

2025-2026 theme

Josie Santopietro
REPORTER

his school year, the

Student Leadership

Council chose the
theme, “Rooted in Christ”
based on Colossians 2:6-7.
“Rooted in Christ” empha-
sizes the firm foundation
of Christ during uncertain
times. The theme connect-
ed with Bob Jones Universi-
ty President Dr. Bruce

ROOTEN
..(11 IRI_S'_I"

McAllister’s hope that every
student develop a personal
relationship with God.

This theme also builds
off last year’s theme of
“Abundant Life,” the
source of this life being
found through  Christ.
The SLC began brainstorm-
ing the theme last semester,
where they met as a council
to discuss different possi-
bilities. Tyler Sherman and
Karis Henson, the student
body presidents, then met
with Dr. McAllister through
video calls to modify the
theme further.

This theme also connects
with the wider mission of
BJU. Students pursue a high-
er calling by building their
careers on the firm foun-
dation of Christ. Sherman
said the theme reinforces
the purpose of BJU by shap-
ing students into disciples
for every aspect of life. The
theme reminds students of
their purpose and to pur-
sue their God-given calling.
Sherman and Henson en-
courage students to draw
practical applications
from Christ’s attributes.

"Stop and consider if they
are walking with Christ
as they see what walk-
ing with Christ looks
like,” Sherman said.
Students engage with this
theme through many out-
lets, including student-led
chapel and worship nights.
“Rooted in Christ” ex-
amines the character of
Christ, because “you’re
not going to want a rela-
tionship with someone you
don’t know,” Henson said.
Worship nights involve “ex-
panding on the specific at-
tribute from the previous

chapel through themed
songs, scripture read-
ing, student testimonies,

and prayer,” Henson said.
The theme encourages Hen-
son and Sherman to deepen
their own relationship with
Christ. “We cannot lead oth-
ers if we aren’t leading our-
selves,” Sherman said. He
emphasized the importance
of having a “transparent
joy and purpose” that posi-
tively overflows into others.
Henson was encouraged
that despite many chang-
es in her life, God’s Word

does not change. Becom-
ing rooted in Christ is a
process that takes time.
“A tree doesn’t grow over-

night, but it happens
over time,” Henson said.
Sherman and Henson

testified how the theme
unifies the SLC and stu-
dent body. No matter the
differences, all believ-

ers are united in Christ.
in tough conver-

“Even

p Council presidents explore

sations and split-second
decisions, the theme re-
minds us to go back to the
purpose of our life and
service,” Sherman said.
Ultimately, the SLC desires
that the student body be-
comes rooted in the charac-
ter of Christ as they medi-
tate on His Word.

BJU’s first year gem: The University Singers

William Klapperich

REPORTER

nce a U Singer, al-

ways a U Singer. The

motto is just one of
many things that makes the
Bob Jones University Sing-
ers special. The University
Singers, or U Singers, are
the roughly 75-100-person
choir for first year students
of all majors, led by music

PHOTOS: Katelyn Sedivy

faculty members Dr. Pat-
tye Casarow and Dr. Kenon
Renfrow. The U Singers are
recognized around campus
for their concerts as well
as lunches, dinners, mer-
chandise, and most nota-
bly, singing in the lighting
ceremony. They tend to be
close with a strong sense

of community and identity.
But what makes this group
so special?

Many first-year students
join the U Singers because
of their love of music and
their desire to meet new
people.

“I joined because I love
to sing, especially with oth-
ers, and I was told it was the
best way to meet people as
a freshman,” said Abby Sny-
der, a 2022-23 U Singer.

The people and memo-
ries are the same reasons
that she, and many others,
continued and returned for
a second semester with the
choir. Kelsey Campbell, a
2023-24 U Singer cited the
same reasons.

“lI stayed because of the
friends I had and the fun
memories,” Campbell said.

The energy and atmo-
sphere of U Singers is differ-
ent from that of other choirs
on campus. Campbell said U
Singers was different from
Chorale because of “more

fun aspects rather than the
non-stop go of the other
choirs.”

The motto, “Once a U
Singer, always a U Singer,” is
repeated at the end of each
concert on campus just be-
fore they sing their closing
benediction. Previous U
Singers’ in attendance are
invited to stand and sing
along each semester as the
concert closes. The phrase
has a special meaning to

those students.

“It means that once you
have been through a se-
mester as a singer you can
uniquely relate to anyone
else who has ever been one,”
said Ethan Wright, member
and treasurer for the 2021-
22 U Singers.

“To me, it means that no
matter what year I am, I will
always be welcome,” Camp-
bell said.
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TRENDS

'0ld money' and 'grandpa core' among fall
and winter campus trends

Isabella Marchak gives insight on what's popular this season

Bethany Brooks
COPY EDITOR

eep reds, mocha
Dbrowns, "old mon-

ey" blue and even
"grandpa core." On any
college campus, trends
come and go. And that in-
cludes Bob Jones Universi-
ty, where Isabella Marchak,
a junior apparel design
major, provided her ex-
pertise on the latest styles
seen on the sidewalks.
“Bright colors from sum-
mer will deepen as autumn
progresses,” Marchak said.
Pops of red, which were
trending this summer, will

continueasapopularaccent.

With the colder season, the
brighter, apple red transi-
tioned into burgundy and
plum. Apple red was espe-
cially seen among the girls
on campus, particularly
in August and September.
Since October, girls and
guys alike have been wear-
ing the deeper tones of bur-
gundy or plum.

The 2025 color of the year
is mocha brown. This pop-
ular color is often paired
with neutrals, like black
or tan. This fall, it deep-

PHOTO: Olivia Adams

ened into a rich, chocolate
brown. Many students en-
joy pairing it with neutral
flannels, Uggs or Birken-
stocks. It is a lovely color to
celebrate the advent of fall.
Another popular color is
light or navy blue, core “old
money” colors. The old mon-
ey aesthetic is still trending
on campus and nationwide.
“Old money is a time-
less, clean, luxury Kkind
of feel,” Marchak said.
In the summer, many girls
paired linen pants with a
classic button up shirt. With
the colder weather, dress
pants are combined with
a button up and perhaps
a sweater or crewneck.
Lately, light blue or navy
is paired with white or
light-colored pants. Light
pants are very popular this
year. In the summer, many
students wore light pants
with a brighter colored top,
like light blue or apple red.
Transitioning into the fall,
color choice deepened into
navy and burgundy, both
classic old money colors.
0Old money is currently the
most popular trend for girls
and guys on campus. Op-
tions within this aesthetic
include trousers and a blaz-
er, trenchcoats or a sweat-
er. A recent trend for guys
is the “quarter zip move-
ment” for a classier look.
“Fashion trends come and
go, and they’ll come back
around, but I feel like some
trends will never go, like
old money,” said Marchak.
Anold moneyaccessorysta-

PHOTO: Olivia Adams

ple is an elegant gold watch.
Popular jewelry choices are
often minimalist and classy,
like gold hoops, chains
or pearls, though chunky
jewelry is still trendy.

Another common trend on
campus is “grandpa core."
Grandpa core pairs an over-
sized, knit sweater with
thick pants. Many girls wear
this outfit for a cozy, woodsy
vibe.

“Coquette aesthetic” reached
its peak last spring, but it
is still seen on campus. It is
best recognized by bows,
cute skirts and dresses.

For shoes, boots, particu-
larly ankle-length rainboots
and ballet flats, are popu-
lar footwear for class dress.

Marchak also noted a rise
in popularity for skirts, par-
ticularly silk skirts. Skirts
are sometimes paired with a
sweater or a jacket, depend-
ing on the length of the skirt.

After class, the standard
girls’ casual outfit is light,
straight or wide-leg sweat-
pants, Uggs or Birkenstocks
and a crewneck. Hoodies
are typically less popular.
“Crewnecks are more flat-
tering, more classy, more
old money,” said Marchak.
Crewnecks are also an ac-
ceptable layer for class
dress and hoodies are not.
Other trending layers are
cropped puffer jackets,
leatherjackets and especial-
ly barn jackets. Corduroy or
suede are popular mate-
rials, especially in the fall.
Marchak loves apparel de-
sign and has wanted to be a
fashion designer since she
was 9 years old. She dreams
of opening her own busi-
ness designing wedding
dresses. But ultimately, she
wants to follow wherever
the Lord leads her to use her
gifts.
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