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Pursuing a higher calling and returning to
BJU’s roots: An interview with Dr. McAllister
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would’'ve never ex-
pected this, but here I am,”
Dr. Bruce McAllister, the
newest president of Bob
Jones University, said in a
recent interview with the
Collegian. After spending
nearly 50 years at BJU in
both teaching and admin-
istration roles, Dr. McAllis-
ter was selected to be the
institution’s seventh presi-
dent on May 20. Dr. Joshua
Crockett, the university’s
sixth president, has taken
the role of executive direc-
tor to Dr. McAllister and
chapel coordinator.

Dr. McAllister first arrived
at BJU as an 18-year-old
freshman and a first-gen-
eration college student. Dr.
McAllister was a member
of the Basilean Eagles, re-
cruited into the society by
the university’s new Provost
Dr. David Fisher, who is, in
Dr. McAllister’s eyes, “a true
veteran” of the university.
Dr. McAllister also met his
wife, Ellen, here, and they
were married in War Memo-
rial Chapel.

Dr. McAllister earned four
degrees from BJU, worked
at the university and acad-
emy for 42 years, and was
an administrator at the uni-
versity for 24 of those years.
He then spent four years at
Gospel Fellowship Associa-
tion Missions as the Direc-
tor of Ministry Relations. He
said he thought he would
continue at GFA indefinite-
ly, but then, “God worked
in my heart and brought me
back to BJU. And it’s been
great to be back.”

Dr. McAllister says that
the original position he re-
turned to Bob Jones for —
Vice President for Ministry
— helped to prepare him for
the role of president. After
being named president, he
worked through the sum-
mer to prepare for the new
school year.

When asked about the sta-
bility of the school, Dr. McAl-
lister cited both his “confi-
dence in the character of an
unchanging God” and his
carefully selected team of
established professionals as

his reasons for optimism re-
garding BJU’s status.

“In any ministry there are
ebbs and flows,” he said.
“There are ups and downs.
But I've seen God do [great]
things over and over again
through the years.”

Dr. McAllister also men-
tioned that his personal Bi-
ble reading plays a large role
in his thinking about life’s
difficulties. He said that he
reads about 10 chapters of
the Bible each morning, and
he thinks it is important to
read portions that “speak di-
rectly to his heart” and “re-
inforce the things we need to
hear.”

Dr. McAllister signed a
three-year contract for the
presidential role and said
that he is thrilled to stay as
long as God allows.

“I’ve been here since I was
18; I'm pretty stable in my
commitment to this place,”
McAllister said.

He said that he cares for
the student body, both indi-
vidually and as a whole. He
said that his desire for the en-
tire student body is that they
would encourage one an-
other further toward Christ
through intentional disciple-
ship. He also said that he is
very excited for chapel and is

looking forward to speaking |

to the students and faculty.

On an individual level, Dr.
McAllister has set a goal to
meet “every student and
every employee.” He men-
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Though school has just be-
gun, Dr. McAllister already
emphasized to the student
body and faculty the impor-
tance of having a dynamic,
personal relationship with
the living God in order for
students to effectively point
each other to Christ. Both
he and the Student Life staff
have talked to the students
about the need for real dis-
cipleship to happen among
peers on campus.

“Organization is import-
ant, but there’s something
about [organic] prayer
groups, discipleship, talking
about the Word,” he said.
“That’s probably the high-
est aspiration that I have
personally.”
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He said that this kind of
lifestyle is the key to a prof-
itable experience at Bob
Jones University.

“It's not a big change,
but we say from a spiritual
standpoint, our goal is to de-
velop a Christlike character.
We must make that front
and center.”

After the university has
faced changes and uncer-
tainty in recent years, the
Board of Trustees chose
an eager, experienced man
with a heart for the Lord to
serve as BJU’s new presi-
dent.

The last 50 years have
turned into quite the
full-circle moment for Dr.
McAllister. President of the
50th graduating class at
BJU in 1977, he is now the
chairman of the centennial
celebration planning com-
mittee and president of the
university.

“It’'s just amazing,” he
said. “It’s a humbling privi-
lege and an honor.”

tioned that the school’s com- E=

munity is one of his favorite

aspects about the university, =

and that he is “looking for-
ward to meeting new people
and building relationships.”
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BJU community mourns death of Charlie Kirk;
Students lead prayer meeting

Talitha Wierema | pesiGNer

fter a week of dev-
astating national news, in-
cluding the assassination
of conservative activist and
campus organizer Charlie
Kirk, the Bob Jones Universi-
ty Student Leadership Coun-
cil held a prayer meeting for
the student body on the night
of September 11.

The meeting followed oth-
er recognitions of the im-
pact Kirk’s death had on the
student body. Kirk, an out-
spoken Christian and me-
dia personality, built much
of his political organization
with a focus on young peo-
ple, many of whom are now
of college age. During chap-
el earlier in the day, the stu-

dent body sang “It Is Well,”
and then Dr. Josh Crockett,
chapel coordinator and ex-
ecutive director to president
Dr. Bruce McAllister, spoke
about Kirk’s death and said
the university’s leadership
wants students to be coura-
geous leaders.

“During this spiritual for-
mation of being at a Chris-
tian university like BJU, that
you would know what you
believe but that you would
be willing to stand for what
you believe,” Dr. Crockett
said.

At 8 p.m., more than 100
students, many with heavy
hearts, voluntarily gathered
on Palmetto Green to join in
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prayer for the nation and the
local community.

Women’s Student Body
President Karis Henson
led the meeting with an en-
couragement to pray for the
country, the spread of the
gospel and opportunity to
witness to unbelievers at
this time. She reminded stu-
dents that despite the devas-
tation of Kirk’s assassination
and other current tragedies,
“We do have a hope, and His
name is Jesus.”

Henson recommended
that students pray through
Psalm 46, either in groups
or individually. The psalmist
opens the Psalm with recog-
nition that “God is our refuge
and strength, a very pres-
ent help in trouble.” Bonds
were formed, burdens lifted
and tears shed as students
prayed for each other and
for the nation over the next
hour.

As the sun set on campus,
singing could be heard from
several of the groups. The
lyrics of “Lord, I Need You”
echoed the sentiment of the
nation as the BJU communi-
ty continued to pray over the
recent losses and tragedies
the country has faced.
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For REACH Week, BJU students recount
summer ministry service

Emily Fernett
STAFF WRITER

ummer is a time for
breezy vacations and picnics,
long walks and laughter. This
three-month school break is
a needed respite, even if that
means working long hours
for minimum wage at gro-
cery stores and greenhouses.
For some students, however,
summer is a time to reach
beyond themselves, use what
is in their hand, and invest
their time into causes bigger
than themselves. Recently,
Bob Jones University’s Cen-
ter for Global Opportunities
hosted its annual REACH
Week. Dedicated to local and

global ministry opportuni-
ties, various organizations
like churches, camps, and
non-profits set up booths
around campus, displaying
their particular outreach
ministries. Students were
encouraged to talk with the
organizations about how
to use their summers for
gospel impact. Along with
stands, some ministries led
chapel messages and special
meetings on Wednesday, a
day that featured sessions
throughout the day instead
of regular classes.

Karis Henson, a senior

communication major; Hope .

Combest, a senior political
science major; Laurel Mill-
er, a sophomore studying
communication; and Josiah
Gearhart, a junior biblical

studies major, shared about
their opportunities from
this past summer.

Josiah: I worked in Salt
Lake City, Utah, for Plant

Y

Camp. It's a week-long
missions experience in
Utah where students

learn from preaching and
teaching, have opportu-
nities to share their faith
and serve local churches.
My specific role was orga-
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nizing our door-hanging
efforts. I printed and orga-
nized flyers and directed
groups on where to hang
them. Throughout the sum-
mer, we were able to hand
out about 43,000 invites to
church.

Hope: I had the oppor-
tunity to be a fellow for
a Christian organization
called Salt and Light Glob-
al as a part of their Wil-
berforce Fellowship. This
group is based in Lansing,
Michigan, and they focus on
protecting individual lib-
erties, protecting religious
freedom, and engaging cul-
ture through legal and po
litical work. As a fellow, I

See REACH p. 3 >>
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met weekly with the other fellows and or-
ganization leaders to discuss how a Chris-
tian should approach different social issues.
Through this fellowship, I was also given the
unique and incredible opportunity to assist
with two amicus briefs for the U.S. Supreme
Court.

Karis: I served as a communication in-
tern for Plant Atlanta, a ministry of Lebanon
Baptist Church in Roswell, Georgia. I had the
opportunity to develop and practice a com-
munication plan for the church, run weeks of
Plant Camp and serve in various other minis-
try capacities. This was a unique opportunity
to combine my communication experience
with church ministry.

Laurel: I worked as a hospitality coordina-
tor at Student Life Camp, which is a traveling
camp ministry of Lifeway Christian Resourc-

es. My job involved administrative computer
work, facilitating meetings for student pastors
and life group leaders, monitoring our help desk
before and after each worship session, and help-
ing when needed in leading games and tearing
down our worship room equipment.

Josiah: My home church (Hampton Park Baptist
Church) has a really neat relationship with Gos-
pel Peace Church out in Logan, Utah. For the past
four or so years, we’ve been supporting a couple
of their pastors financially, as well as sending out
teams for the week of Plant Camp at Gospel Peace
Church. I was one of the campers on the team the
very first summer, and I'’ve been back out to Utah
every summer since!

Hope: I interned as a fellow this summer be-
cause as a current political science student and
an aspiring law student, it is important for me to

h

build my resumé and gain relevant experiences.
However, I was only able to intern this summer
with the Wilberforce Fellowship because God
provided me with this opportunity.

Karis: This was an internship opportunity
that was dropped in my lap unexpectedly. I had
been praying specifically for ministry opportu-
nities this summer as I would be fulfilling my
communication internship requirements, and
God provided far above what I could ask or think!

Laurel: Iworked at Student Life Camp because
it combines both the fun aspects of summer
camp with the opportunity to work behind the
scenes and let the church leaders take charge
with their students instead of us staff members
counseling like at a typical camp. I also chose to
work there because we get to travel all over the
country with a group of fellow college students
who I quickly became best friends with.

Highlights from
society Rush 2025
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Bob Jones University to host pianist
Ilya Yakushev in first Concert, Opera,
and Drama series of the academic year

Emily Fernett

STAFF WRITER

ob Jones University hosts the first of
the Concert, Opera, and Drama series of the
academic year on Thursday, Sept. 18, at 7:30
pm.

Pianist Ilya Yakushev will perform a solo
piano repertoire featuring composers from
Mozart to Mussorgsky. Dr. Paul Overly, part of
the music faculty, said that the program is de-
signed to communicate to a general audience,
since it features well-known composers and
accessible music.

“You do not have to be a musician to have
this music speak to you,” Dr. Overly said.

Prior to the concert, music historian Dr.
Overly will present the musical and histori-
cal context of Yakushev’s concert repertoire
at 6:30 p.m. in Levinson Hall. The pre-concert
talk is free and open to the public.

The program begins with a Mozart Partita —
a one-movement vignette — a picture. Beetho-
ven bridges the Classical and Romantic music
periods. His “Sonata Pathétique” shows up in
commercials and other pop-culture stories.
Chopin and Rachmaninov follow with a reflec-
tive nocturne and set of preludes respectively.
Mussorgsky’s “Pictures at Exhibition” clos-
es the evening, feeling like an auditory stroll
around an art gallery.

An award-winning pianist, Mr. Yakushev es-
tablished his name in Russia where he stud-
ied at Rimsky-Korsakov College of Music in St.
Petersburg. After that, he continued his mu-
sic education at Mannes College of Music and
spent his career performing with orchestras
around the world.

This artist series is the opportunity to pause
in the middle of our hectic lives and to contem-
plate life. As Dr. Overly said, music is a meta-
phor of our lives, because we are here for a
moment, and then we pass away. Music is mo-
mentary.

But why would someone spend part of their
scarce 1,440 minutes of the day for something
easily available on a phone?

The community support of music is intense-
ly human, because “these are people writing to
people,” Dr. Overly said. “It’s as simple as that.”

“Give yourself to the moment,” he said. “This
is an opportunity to grab onto the music and

speak toyou. Let the composer, let the perform-
er speak to you. We are all at different stages
of our lives. We are all going through different
things. We have different circumstances, but
there will be something there in the music that
will come to you powerfully, if you allow your-
self to take part in it.”

People long to be known. They long to be un-
derstood. Music expresses this longing and ex-
plores the heart of man. To know music is to
know mankind.

*This story was written as a preview and was

included in this edition as a sample of our arts
coverage.
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