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Bible Conference focuses on 
God’s steadfast, eternal love

 Jonathan Millar___________
S T A F F  W R I T E R

Students and faculty 
will enjoy a break from 
classes to hear encourag-
ing preaching during Bob 
Jones University’s annual 
Bible Conference Feb. 14-
17. 

Each year BJU invites 
guest speakers to campus 
to address a specific theme 

Gov. Asa Hutchinson speaks for 
Presidential Leadership Series

 Nathaniel Hendry___________
E D I T O R - I N - C H I E F

Former Arkansas Gov. 
Asa Hutchinson spoke at 
his alma mater, Bob Jones 
University, on Friday, Feb. 
3 at 11 a.m. in the Found-
er’s Memorial Amphito-
rium. Speaking for the 
University’s Presidential 
Leadership Series, he dis-
cussed his time at BJU and 
principles for Christian 
leaders in public service.

He also spoke on his 
philosophy of leadership 
and potential 2024 cam-
paign for president. “I will 
have to make a decision in 
the future about whether 
I’m going to be a candidate 
for president in 2024,” 
Hutchinson said in his 
speech. 

Hutchinson served two 
terms as governor of Ar-
kansas from 2015-23. He 
was reelected in 2018 in 
a landslide victory where 
he won 65% of the vote. 

Sarah Huckabee Sanders 
succeeded him as the new 
governor of Arkansas last 
month. 

BJU’s Presidential 
Leadership Series events 
bring in outside speakers 
with personal experience 
in current issues facing 
students and faculty. 
Hutchinson’s speech, titled 
“A Time for Choosing,” 
recounted his experience 
growing up in Arkansas, 
lessons he learned at col-

lege and career in public 
service. Hutchinson also 
described his principles for 
good leadership, including 
humility, civil discourse 
and servant leadership. 

To illustrate humility, 
Hutchinson shared the 
story of Bill Crawford, a 
WWII soldier and medal of 
honor recipient who later 
worked as a janitor at the 
U.S. Air Force Academy. 
A student at the Academy 
learned in a history book 

that the school janitor was 
a distinguished war hero 
and asked why he never 
mentioned it. “That was a 
long time ago and one day 
in my life,” Crawford said.  

Hutchinson said that 
leaders must value civil 
discourse. “I believe the 
heart test is more import-
ant than the purity test,” he 
said. He explained that the 
Bible says the issues of life 
flow out of the heart (Prov-
erbs 4:23) so Christians 
should value someone’s 
heart more than simply 
agreement on a checklist of 
issues.  

The governor also ref-
erenced the 2024 presi-
dential election. “I believe 
that America needs a 
servant-leader,” Hutchin-
son said. “I believe that a 
president of this United 
States is somebody who is 
responsible to bring out 
the best of America and 
not appealing to our worst 

See  CONFERENCE p.4  ››

See  HUTCHINSON p.5  ››

Hutchinson first gained national attention in 1982 when he became 
the youngest district attorney in the U.S.  Photo: Nathaniel Hendry

UMA Super Bowl 
ad review
Feb. 13, 7 p.m. LH
Join students from the 
University Marketing 
Association to discuss the 
year's most expensive ads.

Missions 
Advance 
Feb. 13, 9 p.m., FA 217
Students gather to pray for 
missionaries around the 
world. See page 8.

New student 
grades posted
Feb. 14
See grade report on 
StudentCentral.

End of regular 
classes
Feb. 14, 5 p.m.
Bible conference activities 
officially begin. Students 
may use grassy areas for 
recreation and picnics.

Woodwind,
percussion and 
brass contests 
Feb. 18, FA 119
 
Bruins senior day 
basketball games
Feb. 18, 1 & 4 p.m.
The women's and men's 
teams will play Johnson 
University in the DFH.

BJU offers SC residents 
tuition-free scholarship 

page 3 

Soloists perform with 
orchestra in showcase 

page 6 

Bruins finish first indoor 
track and field season 

page 7 
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The Collegian Editorial

Loving ourselves?

Waiting on God

is worthy of all love, admiration, worship, 
glory, honour and praise (Rev. 4:11).

This God made us in His own image 
(Gen. 1:27). Stamped with God’s finger-
print, every human is therefore worthy of 
respect, so we have no right to harm others 
(Gen. 9:6). To disrespect an image-bear of 
God is to disrespect God (James 3:9).

Yet the Bible also explains that God’s 
image has been stained by sin. We are fall-
en creatures in desperate need of a Savior 
to save us from ourselves. We are naturally 
estranged from God and worthy of death 
(Rom. 3:10-19, 1:32). Our pervasive sin-
fulness means that our very best works of 
righteousness are worthless in God’s eyes 
(Isa. 64:6).

Herein lies the beauty of the Gospel: 
because of our sinfulness, we are unwor-
thy of love, yet God loves us anyway. “But 

God commendeth his love 
toward us, in that, 

while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died 
for us” (Rom. 5:8). 
Saying we are wor-
thy of love unravels 
the very core of the 
gospel.

God loved us, not 
because of anything 
we did to merit love, 
but because He 

made us in His image, and when He saw 
His image marred by sin, He set about to 
restore it to its original glory through the 
gospel. “But we all, with open face behold-
ing as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are 
changed into the same image from glory to 
glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord” (2 
Cor. 3:18).

The Bible nowhere commands us to 
love ourselves. In fact, one passage even 
seems to condemn self-love (2 Tim. 3:2). 
Rather, the Bible commands us to love God 
because He is altogether worthy. Realizing 
that we are unworthy should make us stand 
in awe of the God who loved us anyway and 
inspire us to love others the same way.

Good theology requires the ability to 
count. Unfortunately, many social media 
theologians skip this important skill when 
they talk about love.

Popular influencers scoop up likes by 
telling people to love themselves first and 
recite daily affirmations about their own 
worthiness: “I am worthy of love; I am at-
tractive; I am strong.” Unless we love our-
selves, they say, we cannot love others.

When a lawyer asked Jesus which com-
mandment was greatest, Jesus replied, 
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy mind. This is the first and great com-
mandment” (Matt. 22:37-38). 

Jesus continued, “And the second is like 
unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself” (Matt. 22:29). 

Then Jesus stopped. He had no need 
to add a third command-
ment, because “On these 
two commandments hang 
all the law and the proph-
ets” (Matt. 22:40). 

The two command-
ments were to love God and 
to love others. Jesus gave 
no third commandment 
to “love yourself.” Loving 
oneself was assumed, and 
it therefore described the way 
to love others.

Of course, as frail humans, we need to 
take care of our bodies physically by getting 
good rest, food, hydration and exercise so 
that we can support those around us instead 
of burdening them. But popular concepts of 
self-love go far beyond basic bodily self-care 
and also promote self-adoration as the key 
to loving others.

However, reveling in one’s own supposed 
worthiness feeds conceit, not compassion. 
Rather than meditating on ear-tickling 
self-affirmations, we should seek to align 
our view of ourselves with what God says 
about us.

We must start by meditating on the 
greatest commandment, to love God. God 

If you’re anything like 
me, you probably don’t like 
waiting very much. Waiting 
in line at the dining com-
mon, waiting in traffic on 
your way home from work, 
waiting for the bell to ring 
at the end of your last class 
for the day.… These are just 
a few kinds of waiting we do 
on a daily basis. 

There are even more 
ways we wait on a larger 
scale in our lives. We wait 
for seasons and weather 
to change, for our next fa-
vorite movie or TV show to 
premiere, and for the next 
break from the busyness of 
college. Waiting is just part 
of normal life, something 
that we all experience at 
various times and places.

But have you ever been 
in a season of life where 
you’ve been waiting on God 
to do something? To answer 
your prayers for healing for 
a family member? To show 
you the right job opportu-
nity for after you graduate? 
To provide for you and your 
family financially? To do 
something only He specifi-
cally can do? 

If so, you’re not alone. 
Abraham waited 25 years 
from the time God prom-
ised him descendants until 
Isaac was born. Jacob wait-
ed and worked for seven 
years before Laban would 
let him marry Rachel. The 
Israelites waited and wan-
dered in the wilderness for 
40 years before they could 
enter the promised land. 
Even Jesus waited 30 years 
before beginning His public 
ministry.

This kind of waiting can 
be even harder, because 
sometimes God makes us 

wait for reasons we don’t 
understand. We want to 
know what His plan is and 
where He’s leading us. We 
want control over our lives 
and what happens to us, 
but only God truly controls 
that. 

Even when we don’t 
know what He’s doing, we 
can know that He is trust-
worthy. Lamentations 
3:25-26 says, “The Lord is 

good unto them that wait 
for him, to the soul that 
seeketh him. It is good that 
a man should both hope 
and quietly wait for the sal-
vation of the Lord.” 

God is always good to 
us, and He calls our waiting 
good. He is trustworthy in 
the middle of our times of 
waiting.

Now, I know reminding 
you that God is trustworthy 

may not make it seem any 
easier to trust Him, espe-
cially in waiting. We all 
know waiting can be ex-
tremely difficult. Still, God 
is present with us in the 
waiting. While we are im-
patient, He is patient with 
us. He is gracious to bring 
us to the point of surren-
dering to Him over and 
over again, gently asking us 
to trust Him. 

In reality, God cares 
more about changing our 
hearts than giving us ex-
actly what we want. Ulti-
mately, He uses waiting 
to transform us to become 
more like Him. So, in your 
seasons of waiting, look for 
how God is transforming 
you, and be thankful for 
His goodness.
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The dawn of the 2023 
spring semester also marks 
the beginning of a new 
scholarship at Bob Jones 
University. Known as the 
SC Pell Promise, this schol-
arship offers full-tuition 
coverage to qualifying res-
idents of South Carolina. 
This is the second full-tui-
tion program BJU offers to 
South Carolinians, follow-
ing the BJU Fellows Schol-
arship announced in spring 
2017.

 According to Bobby 
Wood, BJU's vice president 
of enrollment and market-
ing, last year’s admissions 
data demonstrated that a 
growing number of finan-
cially struggling families 
are still unable to afford 
college education despite 
the help of a Federal Pell 
Grant. The BJU Fellows 
Scholarship does not ad-
dress this need because its 
awards are based on ac-
ademic merit. For many 
students, such scholarships 
are out of reach because 
their financial situation has 
already undermined their 
chances for academic mer-
it in high school. “Those 

students are kind of giving 
up on the college dream,” 
said Wood. “So we’re going 
to figure out another path-
way.” 

To create this pathway, 
BJU launched the SC Pell 
Promise, offering an af-
fordable BJU experience 
to South Carolina families. 
Wood explained that the 
goal of establishing this 
scholarship was “to create 
opportunities for students 
who did not believe there 
was any opportunity to go 
to college.” He hopes that 
by offering this new schol-
arship BJU will extend the 
original Federal Pell Grant 
into an effective solution to 
the financial barrier faced 
by prospective students.

To qualify for the SC Pell 
Promise, students need to 
qualify for the South Caro-
lina LIFE Scholarship and 
the Federal Pell Grant. The 
general requirements of 
these programs are (1) the 
equivalent of a high school 
diploma, (2) the student's 
commitment to pursue 
college with diligence, and 
(3) financial information 
demonstrating insufficient 
funds to afford college. Stu-
dents who are accepted into 
these programs can apply 

normally to BJU, and upon 
admission the University 
will automatically grant 
them the financial benefits 
of the SC Pell Promise.

In creating this scholar-
ship, BJU seeks to deliver 
Christian liberal arts edu-
cation to students in a way 
that financial situations 
previously undermined. “I 
think it gives them oppor-
tunity to come and be suc-
cessful,” said Wood. “And 
I think that’s been one of 
the greatest things about 
Bob Jones University.” He 
explained that by meet-
ing the financial needs of 
prospective students, BJU 
will provide them with an 
education that will equip 
them to elevate their social 
status. In return, their par-
ticipation in the BJU stu-
dent body will benefit the 
University both financially 
and in fellowship. The end 
result is that these students 
will have a better founda-
tion to raise their own fam-
ilies and provide for their 
education.

Wood encourages stu-
dents to rejoice for others 
who are benefitting from 
this program, even if they 
themselves do not qualify 
for it. “One of the things as 

believers that we often have 
the privilege of doing is re-
joicing when other people 
have access or opportuni-
ty to gain something that 
they otherwise wouldn’t 
have been able to gain,” 
Wood said. “It’s an oppor-
tunity for us to have some 
really, really awesome stu-

dents here that are going to 
sharpen the quality of the 
whole student body.” The 
launch of the SC Pell Prom-
ise this semester provides 
an inlet for new iron to 
come sharpen iron on the 
BJU campus and creates an 
exciting prospect of fellow-
ship for God’s glory.

Bobby Wood, vice president of enrollment and marketing, said the 
new scholarship helps cover gaps in existing aid. Photo: Hannah Guell

BJU now offers SC residents 
tuition-free scholarship 

 Armando Morales___________
S T A F F  W R I T E R
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ues the Student Leadership 
Council’s theme for the fall 
2022 semester, “Hesed,” 
the Hebrew word for God’s 
covenant loyalty and love. 

Benson said this is the 
first time the conference 
theme has been a continua-
tion of the fall theme. “This 
one was so impactful that 
we decided this is an op-
portunity to really explore 
this further,” he said.

Fundraisers for 
foster care facility

In addition to the dai-
ly sermons, many other 
events occur during Bible 
Conference week, includ-
ing dozens of fundraisers. 
This year’s funds will be 
going toward the Harvest 
House, a ministry in Guam 
which focuses on foster 
care and adoption on the 
island. “We’re focusing on 
doubling their ministry so 
that they actually can han-

dle more children as well as 
handling the care materials 
that are needed for those 
children,” Benson said. 

	 BJU student societies 
organize many of the fund-
raisers. Society fundraisers 
work well, said Zachary 
Haynes, men’s director of 
the Inter-Society Council, 
because “they understand 
what the goal is and what 
they’re doing it for.”

	 Ruth Urraca, women’s 
director of the ISC, said 
the societies band together 
to look beyond just BJU to 
alleviate the needs in the 
community and around the 
world. “We are working to 
give to someone else, not to 
give back to ourselves,” Ur-
raca said. 

	 BJU students can expect 
some classic fundraising 
events to come back again 
this year, such as the Ep-
silon Zeta Chi’s color run, 

the Nu Delta Chi and Tau 
Delta Chi’s speed dating, 
the Basilean Eagles’ pro-
motional video and many 
other events that will raise 
money for Harvest House.

	 Students on campus are 
already excited about Bible 
Conference and eager to do 
what they can to help raise 
money for Harvest House. 
Blake Von Bokern, a junior 
ministry and leadership 
major, said, “It brings all 
of the students together 
for the common purpose 
of loving God most by lov-
ing others.” Kimberlee 
Hutchison, a junior bibli-
cal counseling major, said, 
“I’m looking forward to 
being under the preaching 
of God’s Word about stead-
fast love.”

	 Bible Conference has 
been a yearly tradition for 
BJU since the University 
was founded in 1927, said 

David Fisher, vice provost 
for academic administra-
tion. Bible Conference was 
for many years a gathering 
for the student body that 
also drew many people 
who traveled from around 
the country to worship God 
and to hear sermons from 
His Word. Many families 
even came to preaching 
conferences such as the 
one at BJU for their annual 
vacation.

When Steve Pettit be-
came president of BJU in 
2014, he wanted to confer-
ence to focus on uplifting 
the student body and fac-
ulty spiritually by creating 
a refreshed mindset and 
a readiness for the spring 
semester. Jon Daulton, di-
rector of Student Life, said, 
“We’re not just interested 
in teaching a student how 
to make a living. We want 
to teach him how to live.”

during Bible Conference. 
This year’s lineup includes 
Brian Peterson, head pas-
tor of Lebanon Baptist 
Church in Roswell, Geo-
gia; Drew Conley, teaching 
pastor of Hampton Park 
Baptist Church in Green-
ville, South Carolina; Kurt 
Skelly, senior pastor of 
Faith Baptist Church in 
Fredericksburg, Virgin-
ia; Tim Lehman, pastor of 
Shannon Baptist Church in 
Shannon, Illinois; and Josh 
Crockett, pastor of Morn-
ingside Baptist Church in 
Greenville, South Carolina.

	 The guests will preach 
on this conference’s theme 
of God’s steadfast love. 
Alan Benson, the Universi-
ty's executive vice president 
of student development 
and ministry advancement, 
says that this theme contin-

What is your best tip for 
pulling up a low grade?

Aiden Mackey
Sophomore engineering major

“I am accepting 
applications.”

Sven Loeffl  er
Junior business administration major

“I don’t even 
know when 
Valentine’s Day 
is.” 

›› From CONFERENCE p.1

Lauren Weniger
Sophomore business administration major

“I plan to give 
some of my 
friends some 
chocolates. I 
got some dark 
chocolate…. 
I’m gonna give 
them some of 
that and a note, 
hopefully.” Dawei Wang

Sophomore engineering major

“I’m an usher, 
so I’ll probably 
usher till we 
close and see…. 
It depends on 
what type of 
fundraiser they 
have that night.” 

Jonathan Catherman



February 13, 2023 5

School of Education and Human Services 
conference featured bestselling authors

The Bob Jones Uni-
versity School of Educa-
tion and Human Services 
held their first annual 
Resilience Conference 
last Saturday. Attendees 
heard from bestselling 
author and national speak-
er Kathy Koch and other 
guest speakers, including 
best-selling author Jona-
than Catherman. 

The conference gave 
students, parents and ed-
ucators the opportunity to 

vlearn expert strategies for 
strengthening children 
and families from a bibli-
cal perspective. Speaking 
on the topic of resilience, 
speakers gave sessions 
on providing guidance 
on supporting military 
families, families who are 
grieving and families expe-
riencing the challenges of 
cancer. 

“We’re passionate that 
children know who they 
are and discover their 
purposes,” said keynote 
speaker Kathy Koch. As 
an author of six books, 
founder and president of 
Celebrate Kids, Inc. and 

co-founder of Ignite the 
Family, Koch has in-

fluenced thousands 
of children, par-

ents and teachers 
in 30 countries 
through cha-
pels, semi-
nars, keynote 
messages and 

other events. 
She said she seeks 

to change lives 
through the written 

and biblical word.  
“I want children to be-

 Kirsten Warren___________
S T A F F  W R I T E R

lieve that they were created 
on purpose, with a purpose, 
for a purpose by a very 
good, intentional and strate-
gic God who knows what He 
was doing,” Dr. Koch said.

Jonathan Catherman 
also spoke. Catherman is 
a sociologist and educator 
who has worked in public 
and private education for 24 
years and is the author of 

several bestselling books 
for teens including The 
Manual to Manhood and 
The Manual to Middle 
School. Speaking world-
wide to audiences of all 
ages, he has influenced 
many people in the world 
of education. Catherman 
was awarded the 2016 
President’s Volunteer 
Service Award and Martin 

Luther King Drum Major 
for Service Award. 

At the conference, 
Catherman shared prac-
tices that aimed at helping 
prepare their children to 
thrive in the real world in 
his lecture “Raising Them 
Ready.” 

The event ran from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. with a 
break for lunch. The event 
included six different 
speaking sessions, ven-
dor booths and meet and 
greets with the speakers. 
At the end of the event, 
a prize drawing was held 
where attendees were able 
to win a variety of prizes, 
including books written by 
Kathy Koch and Jonathan 
Catherman.

The University’s School 
of Education and Human 
Resources plans to host 
this conference annually. 
The event is an opportuni-
ty for people in ministry to 
grow themselves in unique 
ways so that they can min-
ister to children, teens and 
families more effectively.

›› From HUTCHINSON p.1 District of Arkansas. At 
only 31 years old, Hutchin-
son was the youngest U.S. 
attorney at the time. 

In 1996, Hutchinson 
was elected to the U.S. 
House of Representatives, 
where he served until 
2001. President George W. 
Bush appointed him as di-
rector of the Drug Enforce-
ment Administration and 
the first undersecretary for 
border and transportation 
security in the Department 
of Homeland Security. 

“I’ve been blessed with 
a lot of opportunities and 
a lot of challenges in life, 
but at the same time, I 
hope that God finds me 
as a good steward of the 
opportunities He’s given,” 
Hutchinson said. 

Hutchinson described 
how he built relationships 
through basketball. Af-
ter becoming governor 

instincts.” 
“Here in South Caroli-

na you’ve got some really 
great people, Tim Scott, 
a believer, who is looking 
at the president — Nikki 
Haley, former UN ambas-
sador,” he said. He also 
mentioned his own poten-
tial bid.   

Hutchinson said he 
began college majoring in 
accounting because it was 
top on the alphabetical list 
of options, but he found 
a passion for law in his 
senior year and went on to 
earn a Juris Doctor from 
the University of Arkansas 
School of Law in 1975. 

After practicing law 
for several years, he was 
appointed by President 
Ronald Reagan as the U.S. 
attorney for the Western 

of Arkansas, he traveled 
to Cuba in October 2015. 
He was one of the first 
governors to do so after 
relations between the U.S. 
and Cuba normalized in 
December 2014. While 
there, he joined a game of 
basketball with the local 
national team. He built a 
tradition of playing basket-
ball games while traveling 
in other countries includ-
ing Japan, China, Israel, 
Switzerland and Germany.  

Hutchinson closed with 
a challenge to the stu-
dents attending. “Prepare 
yourself as you have this 
incredible opportunity at 
Bob Jones University, be 
ready for the challenges 
of life and be an encour-
ager to the people you’re 
around,” he said. “Stand 
for your faith, and show 
love in your words and 
your action.”

Kathy Coch (pronounced "cook") has written six books, including 
Screens and Teens and 8 Great Smarts.  Photo: Submitted

Hutchinson also appeared as a guest on Steve Pettit's "Highest 
Potential" podcast in April 2021. Photo: Nathaniel Hendry

Jonathan Catherman
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The soloists were accompanied by the University Symphony Orchestra, the highest-level instrumental 
student ensemble on campus. Photo: Jordan Britton

Four soloists perform with 
orchestra in showcase concert

The winners of Bob 
Jones University's annual 
concerto/aria competition 
performed their winning 
pieces, accompanied by the 
University Symphony Or-
chestra on Jan. 28 in Ro-
deheaver Auditorium. The 
audience enjoyed various 
musical compositions led 
by soloists Zach Davidson 
playing the trombone, Blair 
Carrier on the flute, mez-
zo-soprano Sarah Grace 
Johnson and pianist Taryn 
Johnson. 

To play in the perfor-
mance, the four soloists 
had to win two strenuous 
rounds of competitions. 
Their long hours of practice 
paid off when they were 
selected as the winners in 
April 2022. Taryn Johnson, 
a senior accounting major, 
spent two and a half years 
learning Tchaikovsky’s Pia-
no Concert No. 1 in B-Flat 

Minor. Through the con-
test, Johnson grew in her 
confidence as well as from 
practicing alongside the 
orchestra. “Just seeing the 
process of how a soloist 
can make music with an 
orchestra, all the different 
pieces that takes to put that 
together is pretty cool,” 
said Johnson. 

Similarly, Zach David-
son, a senior business ad-
ministration and music 
double major who played 
Ferdinand David’s Concer-
to in E-Flat Major, learned 
perseverance and determi-
nation as he reflected on 
how he grew through the 
competition. "It's been a 
long process, but it’s been a 
very rewarding one as I’ve 
been able to grow along 
the way in preparation for 
now,” Davidson said. 

Blair Carrier, a sopho-
more orchestral instrument 
performance major who 
played Charles Griffes’s 
Poem for Flute and Orches-

tra, said she enjoyed seeing 
the connection that music 
can make between people. 

Carrier refined her tech-
nical abilities through more 

than a year of dedication. “I 
would say that I have defi-
nitely grown in my techni-
cal skills of the flute,” she 
said. “The piece is a fairly 
challenging piece, and so, 
when I was learning it, I 
really had to take time to 
break it apart into small-
er sections, and then also 
memorizing it was a pret-
ty substantial part of that 
too.” 

The concert also fea-
tured some opera compo-
sitions. Sarah Grace John-
son, a senior voice 
performance ma-
jor, sang three 
pieces: includ-
ing “Amour! 
Viens aider 
ma faib-
lesse” by 
C a m i l l e 
S a i n t -
S a e n s , 
P u r c e l l ’ s 
“When I am 
laid in earth” 
and “Una 
voce poco fa” 
by Gioachino 
Rossini.

Audience members en-
joyed each composition 
and enthusiasticly ap-
plauded after each perfor-
mance, then crowded for-
ward to congratulate the 
soloists after the 75-minute 
concert was over. 

Although the compe-
tition process culminated 
last week for the four so-
loists, there is still an op-
portunity for others to par-
ticipate in future contests. 
Carrier encourages those 
who would like to compete 

to “start working on 
a piece in smaller 

sections and to 
really spend 
time doing 
that.” She 
said the con-
test expe-
rience will 
help partic-
ipants grow; 
“The judges' 
comments, 

all of the dif-
ferent compo-

nents of it, help 
you to become a 

better musician.”

Sarah Grace Johnson  sang three pieces during the concert. 
  Photo: Jordan Britton

 Eylan Martinez___________
S T A F F  W R I T E R
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Inaugural indoor track season 
keeps Bruins on their feet

is Arch and events such as 
hockey games.

A strong sense of pur-
pose and commitment 
drive the team’s growth 
and creates a shared ex-
citement for the team’s po-
tential in the coming years. 
The indoor track season 
helped prepare the team 
for their outdoor season, 
and they look forward to 
uniting to run for the glory 
of God. 

Steurer testified to the 
strong unity he shares with 
his fellow Bruins. “I real-
ly value all the little mo-
ments I’ve had with people, 
because like all my best 
friends are my teammates, 
really,” he said. “Those are 
the people I hang out with 
the most, and bond with 
the most.”  

of Roach, the NCCAA DII 
coach of the year, the Bru-
ins track and field program 
continues to enjoy a leg-
endary run of success.

So what are the next 
steps for the Bruins run-
ning teams? According 
to Grassmid and Steurer, 
adapting to the larger team 
sizes has been one of the 
main challenges. They need 
focused training in each 
subgroup, while maintain-
ing team unity and cama-
raderie. The coaching staff 
are dedicated to creating 
this balance to establish 
the ideal environment for 
the student athletes. The 
teammates enjoy overnight 
outings together during 
national competitions, and 
have made fun excursions 
to places like the St. Lou-

has long-term goals for the 
freshmen to develop their 
talent, and Steurer expects 
to see a lot of growth as the 
team continues to train to-
gether.

The newer athletes offer 
a treasure trove of expe-
rience to tap into as they 
seek to build the future of 
the program. Both Grass-
mid and Steurer have 
contributed immensely to 
the current success of the 
men’s running teams over 
the years. Senior Douglas 
Stone has several program 
records attached to his 
name and has established 
himself as a top performer 
in the men’s cross-country 
team while also running 
track.  Building on the tal-
ents of these and other 
athletes and the direction 

of this season, which car-
ried “the most momentum 
we’ve had going into a new 
thing in my time here,” said 
mid-distance athlete Joe 
Grassmid. 

While there is some 
overlap between the Bru-
ins running teams, many 
new athletes joined during 
the indoor track season. 
“We’re in a building phase 
right now,” said team cap-
tain Michael Steurer. "I 
think Coach is really fo-
cused on just getting a lot 
of people…. And then a lot 
of these people are pretty 
new to running.” He ex-
plained that it will take 
time to maximize the po-
tential of completely new 
athletes. While the team is 
already off to a good start, 
Head Coach Ken Roach 

Last semester show-
cased one of the great-
est seasons in the history 
of Bob Jones University 
athletics, with the Bruins 
teams winning five nation-
al championships. Seeking 
to build on its success, the 
Bruins track and field pro-
gram began competing in 
its inaugural indoor track 
season in early December. 

Indoor meets continued 
into February, with qual-
ifying teams traveling to 
Ohio on Feb. 10-11 to com-
pete for national honors 
in the arenas of Cedarville 
University. Due to printing 
deadlines, the results of the 
national championship will 
appear in the online edi-
tion of this article.

Bruins athletes will now 
prepare for the outdoor 
season, which begins in 
March.

The Bruins Athletics 
first included a running 
team when the cross-coun-
try program was estab-
lished in 2013. This was 
followed by the track and 
field program in 2016. 
Both programs have seen 
growth and success. In the 
fall 2022 season, the men’s 
and women’s cross-coun-
try teams took home top 
honors for the seventh and 
third consecutive year, re-
spectively, while both track 
and field teams broke im-
pressive program records 
in their competitions. 

With so much potential 
to build on, Bruins athletes 
are excited to use this new 
indoor track season as an 
opportunity to stay fit, but 
also to grow in team uni-
ty. Because running ath-
letes typically specialize 
in different subcategories, 
they often train in smaller 
groups. It is also easy to let 
the individual aspects of 
the sport become the main 
thing on the track. Howev-
er, team chemistry has been 
a major focus and blessing 

Numerous Bruins athletes set personal records during the indoor track and field competitions that took place from Dec.-Feb. 
  Photo: Marissa Ellerbrock

 Armando Morales___________
S T A F F  W R I T E R
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Learning, praying, mobilizing: 
The mission of Missions Advance 

 Zachary Smith___________
S T A F F  W R I T E R

secretary from 2011-2013 
and treasures many mem-
ories of special missionary 
speakers through the years. 
However, he believes many 
of the most important 
meetings were when they 
didn’t have a special speak-
er. Instead, the students 
split into small groups 
and read missionary up-
date letters, then prayed 
for needs mentioned in the 
letters. “That teaches you a 
lot about what's going on 
around the world,” he said.

“What I think was valu-
able about those times is 
you're getting together 
with other believers and 
hearing them pray,” John-
son said. “You learn a lot 
about what prayer is. You 
learn about what it means 
for us to agree together in 
prayer, and doing that reg-
ularly has given me a habit 
of regular prayer for mis-
sionaries that I continue to 
this day.” 

Johnson emphasized 
Missions Advance’s role 
in fulfilling BJU’s mission 
of equipping Christians 
to serve God around the 
world. He said does not 
know of any participants 
who regret the time they in-
vested in the organization. 
“I strongly encourage every 
student at the University to 
participate as much as pos-
sible!”

in Mission Prayer Band 
during his studies in the 
1990s. He encouraged 
students to prioritize Mis-
sions Advance because 
it is “a good stress relief 
from classes and all. You 
can come over here and 
just talk to people and then 
pray with them,” he said. 
Aside from participating in 
Missions Advance, Chaker-
is helps at church plants in 
upstate South Carolina.

Brendon Johnson 
earned three degrees from 
BJU, including a bachelor's 
degree in church music. He 
served as the organization’s 

Impact on Alumni
At age 73, Jim Chakeris, 

who graduated from BJU 
in 1997 with a degree in 
pastoral studies, still faith-
fully participates in Mis-
sions Advance meetings. 
He is by far the oldest reg-
ular attendee. When asked 
what he enjoys about the 
organization, he replied, 
“Good fellowship and the 
missionary speakers and 
singing and praying for 
missionaries.” 

Chakeris, affectionate-
ly known as “Mr. Jim,” 
sympathized with busy 
students. He participated 

now a pastoral intern in 
Greer, South Carolina. 
During his time with Mis-
sions Advance, Martin 
worked to build a broader 
network of speakers from 
likeminded mission boards 
and increase attendance 
at meetings. On one occa-
sion, he helped arrange for 
underground pastors from 
China to speak at Missions 
Advance while they were 
on campus for an event, 
which he said was a high-
light of his experience with 
Missions Advance.

One of the underground 
pastors did a Q and A for 
the Missions Advance at-
tendees. The pastor gave 
“a lot of wisdom and grace 
from someone that had 
spent a lot of time in prison 
and suffering on multiple 
different occasions,” Mar-
tin said. “We sang an origi-
nal Chinese hymn that [he] 
had composed in the con-
text of his local church for 
us.” Martin later learned 
that some of the pastors 
had been questioned about 
their trip by the Chinese 
authorities upon returning 
home, adding another lay-
er to the experience.

Past and present lead-
ers of an unassuming band 
of Bob Jones University 
prayer warriors testify to a 
rich history of God’s faith-
ful work through their stu-
dent organization. What 
began on BJU’s campus 
more than eight decades 
ago as Mission Prayer Band 
continues today under the 
name Missions Advance. 
The group of primarily un-
dergraduate BJU students 
meets in Alumni 217 on 
Mondays and Thursdays at 
9 p.m.

Lukas Shelton, a junior 
biochemistry and molec-
ular biology major, is in 
his second semester lead-
ing Missions Advance. “It 
taught me to pray,” Shelton 
said. He highlighted sever-
al ways he has been blessed 
through his participation 
in the organization, includ-
ing developing a consistent 
prayer life and making con-
nections with visiting mis-
sionaries. 

“I've met a few mis-
sionaries from Papua New 
Guinea who have come 
here a couple times, and 
they stay in touch with me,” 
Shelton said. “I met one 
from a closed country. … 
When he's in the States, I 
can text him, and he prays 
for me; I pray for him.”

“Missions Advance is a 
great environment to meet 
humble, anonymous heroes 
of the faith that are alive to-
day and let them make an 
impact on you,” said Tim-
othy Martin, who gradu-
ated in 2022 with a degree 
in ministry and leadership. 
“If you've never participat-
ed in or heard of Missions 
Advance, you’re missing 
out on a really good oppor-
tunity.”

Martin served in Mis-
sions Advance leadership 
roles for two years. He is 

CollegianOnline.com

"Mr. Jim" Chakeris (wearing striped sweater) graduated from BJU in 1997 but still attends Missions 
Advance meetings to worship God and pray for missionaries around the world.  Photo: Nathaniel Hendry

During the Jan. 19 Missions Advance meeting, Dr. Carol Loescher (left), missionary to France, prayed with 
students after presenting lessons she learned from working in medical missions.  Photo: Nathaniel Hendry


