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 Nathaniel Hendry___________
S T A F F  W R I T E R
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Bob Jones Univers- 
ity enters its 95th year 
and its 75th year in 
Greenville with major 
plans to continue serv-
ing its community. 
The University plans 
to complete 75 commu-
nity service projects in 
honor of the anniver-
sary during the 2021-
2022 academic year.

The types of planned 
projects vary widely, 
and the University is 
still identifying places 
to serve. Service proj-
ects in past years 
included places such 
as Piedmont Women’s 
Center, Phillis Wheat-
ley Community Cen-
ter and Miracle Hill 
Ministries. 

David Lovegrove, 
Chief Marketing Offi-
cer for BJU, along with 
the Student Leadership 
Council is overseeing 

THE WEEK
GO Week chapel IGnitetraininG

Global Opportunities 
Week starts today. 
A schedule is avail-
able at bjucgo.com/
goweek.

Students can look 
forward to a special 
chapel led by their 
peers on Friday.

Ignite will be held on 
Friday, Sept. 24, in 
the Activity Center 
from 10 p.m. to 
11:55 p.m.

New students, faculty 
and staff must attend 
sexual abuse aware-
ness training at 6 p.m. 
today.

the projects. Some ser-
vice projects will be 
completed by individu-
al  students from across 
the University, and res-
idence halls and soci-
eties will choose their 
own  projects.

Based in Greenville 
since 1947, BJU is a 
prominent contribu-
tor to the Greenville 
community. Randy 
Page, BJU’s chief of 
staff, said BJU is the 
only higher educa-
tion institution in the 
City of Greenville. 
BJU is also one of the 
largest employers in 
Greenville County, 
with about 1,100 peo-
ple employed by BJU, 
BJU Press or Bob 
Jones Academy.

Greenville Mayor 
Knox White recent-
ly praised BJU’s ser-
vice mentality. “That’s 
what this communi-
ty’s always really been 
about,” he said. “It’s 
about this University 

and the faculty and 
the administration, 
people coming here 
from all over the Unit-
ed States—all over the 
world, really—and 
playing a big role in 
the community.”

BJU’s community inv- 
olvement has grown 
significantly in the 
past few years with the 
addition of the Center 
for Global Opportuni-
ties and its coordina-
tion and oversight of 
service and ministry 
projects. 

BJU competes in  
intercollegiate athlet-
ics as an NCAA DIII 
school, which is also 
opening opportunities 
for athletes to serve in 
sports programs for 

neighborhood youth. 
The University is re-
gionally accredited and 
recently joined a con-
sortium of independent 
colleges and universi-
ties in South Carolina.

The University, then 
Bob Jones College, re-
located to Greenville 
in 1947 when it out-
grew its campus in 
Cleveland, Tennessee. 
Thousands of applica-
tions from returning 
soldiers, funded by the 
G.I. Bill, flooded BJC. 
The Cleveland campus 
had no room to expand 
and was surrounded 
by houses. BJC had to 
move.

Cities across the 

BJU gives back to honor       
75th year in Greenville 

The Liberty Bridge in Falls Park is an iconic Greenville landmark.
Photo: Nathaniel Hendry

Greenville

As an Institution

BJU has been a prominent part of the Greenville community since 1947.
Photo: Nathaniel Hendry
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The Collegian Editorial

Compassion in tragedy
In the wake of the terrorist attacks 

on the World Trade Center on Sept. 
11, 2001, the United States of Amer-
ica came together. Democrats and 
Republicans in Congress sponta-
neously joined together to sing “God 
Bless America” in the middle of a 
press conference. 

Americans from every walk of life 
met at the National Mall in Wash-
ington, D.C., for candlelight vigils 
to mourn the tragedy. Major sports 
events were cancelled, and musicians 
organized benefit concerts to aid 
grieving families. 

For a brief moment, unity seemed 
possible.

Twenty years later, the story is 
completely different. As the War on 
Terror, a two-decade conflict that be-
gan on 9/11, draws to a close, every-
one is divided. 

Democrats and Republicans agree 
that the situation in Afghanistan is 
a crisis, but they disagree on who 
should bear the blame or on what 
steps to take to solve it. The news is 
not flooded with stories of Americans 
singing patriotic songs or holding 
candlelight vigils. Unity seems fur-
ther from us than ever.

The images of a thin perimeter of 
American soldiers guarding the Ka-
bul airport as the Taliban took over 
the capital of Afghanistan have not 
brought the nation together as 9/11 
did.

Instead, the reactions are a symp-
tom of division. Americans yell over 
each other, saying their preferred 
candidate would have done better, or 
what is happening is better than the 
alternative. The events happening in 
Kabul are teaching the U.S. to pass 
the blame, not to grieve.

But Christians don’t have to fol-
low the majority. Times of tragedy 
are amazing opportunities to remem-
ber that God is in control and that He 
cares. Romans 8:28 reminds us that 

“all things work together for good to 
them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to his purpose.” 

When God promises that all things 
work together for good, He means 
it. That includes tragedies that falli-
ble human beings can’t even begin to 
comprehend, including the situation 
in Afghanistan right now.

In addition to resting in God’s sov-
ereignty, Christians have other re-
sponsibilities in crises. As disciples 
of Christ, we need to be wise about 
our speech. “Death and life are in the 
power of the tongue: and they that 
love it shall eat the fruit thereof” 
(Prov. 18:21).

Instead of reacting angrily and 
lashing out at fellow human beings, 
Christians should be understand-
ing. God’s people should be gracious 
when judging others, tolerant of op-
posing viewpoints that do not contra-
dict Scripture and respectful of all hu-
man beings because they are made in 
His image. In fact, a Christian’s first 
priority should always be to meet the 
spiritual needs of those who do not 
know Christ.

The people suffering in Afghan-
istan, from the U.S. nationals who 
rushed to escape the country to the 
native Afghans who have nowhere 
to run, are not political props. God’s 
people should have compassion for 
them, not use them to tear down the 
other side of the political spectrum.

“But whoso hath this world’s good, 
and seeth his brother have need, and 
shutteth up his bowels of compassion 
from him, how dwelleth the love of 
God in him?” (1 John 3:17). 

Believers may not have the pow-
er to help the entire country of Af-
ghanistan, but they know the One 
Who does. Christians need to fall to 
their knees and pray when they see 
a sinful world marred by evil. Come 
before the throne of grace. Pray for 
Afghanistan.

 Ethan House___________
S T A F F  W R I T E R

Over the summer, I re-
ceived a piece of news re-
lated to my financial sit-
uation that caused me 
to become exceptional-
ly worried. Due to a se-
ries of events both inside 
and outside my control, I 
found myself with several 
thousand dollars in a bank 
account that I currently 
have no access to. 

Obviously, this news 
changed my plans regard-
ing this semester, as this 
money is key to helping 
me pay for the next sever-
al years of college. Upon 
hearing the news, I be-
came rather anxious. 

In and of itself, be-
ing anxious or worried is 
nothing new for me. I can 
remember multiple times 
over the past year where 
I was so worried about 
something I lost my ap-
petite and felt physically 
ill.  

One particular moment 
that springs to mind is 
the last week before finals 
during the first semes-
ter when I was nervous 
about maintaining my 
GPA. However, this time 
was different because I 
realized the root of my is-
sue was not my uncertain-
ty about the future but my 
failure to trust God with 
my future.

For as long as I could 
remember, the future had 

See  COLUMN  p.3  ››
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represented hope, some-
thing better than the pres-
ent. This mindset led me to 
always look forward and 
plan down to the small-
est detail. Anything that 
interfered with the way I 
envisioned things would 
happen would cause a pet-
rifying sense of worry to 
overcome me. 

This past summer when 
I was feeling anxious, my 
immediate inclination 
was to turn to my friends 
for advice first. One of the 
people I spoke to correct-
ed my thinking by asking, 
“Have you prayed about it 
yet?” Reluctantly, I admit-
ted that it had not even oc-
curred to me. 

The words of my friend 
convicted me, and I sought 
advice from God through 
prayer and the Bible. My 
mind was quickly drawn 
toward the words of Christ 
in Matthew 6:26-27. “Be-
hold the fowls of the air: 
for they sow not, neither 
do they reap, nor gath-
er into barns; yet your 
heavenly Father feedeth 
them. Are ye not much 
better than they? Which 
of you by taking thought 
can add one cubit unto his 
stature?” 

If God provides and 
cares for the animals and 
plants He made, what 
cause do I have to worry? 
No matter what happens 
to me, whether my future 

Bob Jones University completes 
annual student handbook review

 Kirsten Oss___________
S T A F F  W R I T E R

 Each year members 
of the Student Life staff 
discuss and update 
handbook policies that 
the previous academic 
year proved no longer 
functional or clear for 
the students at Bob 
Jones University.  
 The staff form a 
committee and read 
through the hand-
book to observe the 
policies they noted 
are in need of atten-
tion with the goal of 
making the policies as 
clear and functional 
for the current stu-
dent body as possible. 
 A member of 
this committee, Jon 
Daulton, the direc-
tor of Student Life, 
said the questions 
the committee asks 
during the process 
target the purpose 
the policy is achieving, 
if it is accomplishing 
its intended goal and if 
it needs reevaluation. 
 “And as a result of 
that, we either main-
tain the policy, we 
might tweak it slight-
ly or might get rid of 
it entirely,” he said. 
 One policy changed 
this academic year is 
jewelry. Men may now 
wear rings on their 

fingers, wristbands 
and a necklace tucked 
under their shirt.
 Additionally, wom-
en may have a nose 
stud. The policy 
adjusted for these 
changes after review-
ing the line between 
professionalism and 
personal expression. 
 “Personal expres-
sions like piercing 
and jewelry have dif-
fering cultural per-
ceptions that change 
over time; this has a 
bearing on their rela-
tive value profession-
ally,” Daulton said. 
 “In our revision pro-
cess this year, we de-
termined that a small 
stud in a lady’s nose 
and a necklace worn 
under a man’s shirt 
are a more accept-
able practice in the 
work environment.” 
 Junior media tech-
nology major Alicia 
Cannon shared her 
thoughts on the upd- 
ated jewelry policy.
 “I think that was a 
good change because 
I believe jewelry such 
as nose rings shouldn’t 
dictate what makes 
you a ‘good’ Christian 
or not,” she said. “Jew-
elry is a simple way 
to express yourself.”
 The committee does 
not leave students out 

of the process of chang-
ing policies. While the 
committee is entirely 
composed of Student 
Life staff, student input 
is heavily used and ref-
erenced as they look 
through the hand-
book for less effective 
or unclear policies.  
 The members of Stu-
dent Life are careful 
about the input stu-
dents give. To make 
sure that no student’s 
comments are forgot-
ten, Deneen Lawson, 
the women’s director 
of Student Life, writes 
notes in red ink directly 
onto a copy of the hand-
book so she can easi-
ly reference students’ 
comments at the policy 
meeting and remem-
ber their exact ideas.
 Student input comes 
through a variety of 
channels. “Students 
will oftentimes ex-
press things either 
through letters to Dr. 
Pettit or conversations 
with their supervisors 
or Student Life offi-
cials,” Daulton said.  
 These suggestions 
have their own vet-
ting process to filter 
the ideas that make it 
to the committee. But 
Daulton stipulated 
that not all the ideas go 
through formal vetting.
 “What we do some-

times after receiving 
those suggestions—
we’ll vet them with 
some students,” he said. 
“That isn’t a formal 
process that we follow 
every time. It’s more of 
an informal process.” 
 One policy that went 
through the informal 
process is the new ear-
bud policy. Students 
may now wear earbuds 
or headphones around 
campus as long as they 
are not worn during 
class, chapel or oth-
er public assemblies. 
 “While we still 
strongly encourage 
students to engage with 
each other rather than 
isolating themselves 

in their own world via 
technology, we chose 
to focus the restriction 
on those events which 
are crucial to our mis-
sion such as chapel, 
concerts, campus as-
semblies, etc.,” he said. 
 Sophomore graph-
ic design major Ala-
na Stonewall already 
sees the benefits in the 
earbud policy change.
 “I like it because 
it makes my 8 a.m. 
walk to class more 
enjoyable,” she said.
 Sometimes clar-
ity affects how func-
tional a policy is, such 
as wording in the 
handbook being up 
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Jon Daulton has served in BJU's Student Life office since 1993. 
Photo: Robert Stuber

plans come to fruition or 
I die in my sleep tonight, 
God is in control of my 
life. For someone like me 
who desperately tries to 
maintain control, this 
thought can be humbling 
because it means that I 
cannot maintain control 
since I never possessed it 
to begin with. 

Later in the chapter 
comes instruction on 
what I should be focused 
on instead of my idea of 
the future. Verses 32 and 
33 state, “For your heav-
enly Father knoweth 
that ye have need of all 
these things. But seek ye 
first the kingdom of God, 
and His righteousness; 
and all these things shall 

be added unto you.” 
When I was reading 

this, I could not help but 
remember what one of the 
officers in my society told 
me last year: “Focus on 
God, and everything else 
will fall into place how He 
wants it.”

Although this was only 
one small incident in my 
life, I hope I will remember 

it going forward when-
ever I come across some-
thing I cannot handle 
alone. 

I imagine this will be 
difficult, and I will need 
constant reminders, but 
I want to focus my life on 
God and let Him do what 
He wills with my future 
regardless of where that 
takes me.

Seek ye first the kingdom of 
God, and His righteousness; 
and all these things shall be 
added unto you

-Matthew 6:32-33

Seek ye first the kingdom of 
God, and His righteousness; 
and all these things shall be 
added unto you.

-Matthew 6:32-33
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Students grieve with Haiti
 Bob Jones Universi-
ty students are praying 
for the future of Haiti 
as the nation has been 
crippled by multiple 
catastrophies that cli-
maxed with destruc-
tion caused by a 7.2 
magnitude earthquake 
and a tropical storm in 
the month of August.   
 Dr. Mark Vowels, 
chair of the division 
of ministries, shared 
that Haiti has long 
been a troubled na-
tion. “Haiti seems at 
times to be cursed,” 
he said. “Hurricanes, 
earthquakes and po-
litical turmoil are fre-
quent realities there.” 
 The small Caribb-
ean nation was shaken 
on Aug. 14 as the unex-
pected earthquake 
robbed many Haitians 
of their homes or lives. 
The death toll sur-
passed two thousand.
 Tropical Storm 
Grace followed the 
earthquake, further 
damaging the na-
tion only two days 
later. It caused more 
landslides, property 
damage and flooding 
as many homeless 
Haitians were still 
mourning the dead. 
 Beyheena Eliacin, 

a BJU sophomore int-
ernational studies 
major from Haiti, is 
shocked by the stories 
of death coming from 
her home country. 
 “I heard a story 
about a hotel in Hai-
ti,” she said. “The ho-
tel collapsed during a 
big business confer-
ence, and all the cars 
remained in the park-
ing lot for days. All 
the owners were dead. 
The rows of cars were 
not going anywhere.”
 All this destruction 
comes on the heels 
of a year of political 
chaos in Haiti, in-
cluding the COVID-19 
pandemic, the assas-
sination of President 
Jovenel Moise and a 
wave of gang activity. 
 BJU senior nutrition 
major Lyndie Coulang-
es, who hails from Hai-
ti, expressed concern 
for her home nation. 
 “There was a lot 
of structural dam-
age to many homes,” 
she said. “I think the 
earthquake exaspera-
ted the political situa-
tion that was already 
happening in Haiti.”
 “The government, 
it’s really shaky be-
cause they’re still fig-
uring out what to do 
next with us,” she said. 

 “There’s not a clear 
answer after the pres-
ident has passed,” she 
said. “So now, who’s 
going to take control of 
Haiti? We don’t know.
Is it the police, or is it 
the government itself?”
 Eliacin said the pol-
itical events in Haiti 
have left many people 
feeling unsafe, includ-
ing her own family. 
 “People  don’t feel 
safe right now. When 
my mom goes to work, 
she never goes by her-
self anymore,” she 
said. “My dad has to 
drive with her now 
to protect her. The 
events this year really 
changed her lifestyle.”
 Coulanges believes 
gang rule is a major is-
sue. “Even if you want 
to bring help to people 
... if the gangs don’t 
want you to go in, they 
block the roads and tell 
you no if you arrive 
on a bus,” she said.  
 It is estimated that 
one-fifth of the pop-
ulation now lives on 
gang-controlled land.
 Coulanges, however, 
remains positive about 
the future of the coun-
try. “Haiti is a resilient 
nation,” she said. “I 
think we  had a lot of 
things coming toward 
us, but still we were al-

 Andrew Thompson___________
S T A F F  W R I T E R

While studying abroad, Coulanges remains invested in her home country.
Photo: Robert Stuber

ways a joyful and hope-
ful people. I am opti-
mistic of the future.” 
 “One thing I did see 
in 2010 when the first 
earthquake happened, 
there was a revival 
after that,” Coulang-
es said. “A lot of peo-
ple came to Christ.” 
 She believes natu-
ral disasters remind 
Christians of where 
they truly belong. “I’m 
not home here [at BJU] 
ultimately,” she said. 
“I’m not home in Haiti ... 
my home is in heaven.”  
 Vowels echoed this 
sentiment. “We know 

that God orchestrates 
the events, even the 
calamities, of life for 
His greater purpose.” 
 “We should pray 
that through suf-
fering the people of 
Haiti will seek the fa-
vor of their Creator 
and cast themselves 
upon His eternal care 
for temporal deliv-
erance and eternal 
salvation,” he said.

It was really the Lord’s 
providence, things that 
lined up in ways that I 
never could explain.

-Dr. Meyer

Design: Arianna Rayder
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 Bob Jones University 
celebrates another spe-
cial birthday this year: 
the 10th anniversary 
of the intercollegiate 
athletics program.
 BJU’s intercolle-
giate sports, conceived 
in 2011 by then-pres-
ident Stephen Jones 
and established in 
2012, rounds the cor-
ner of 2021 with a 
decade of effort and 
growth under its belt. 

 Dr. Neal Ring, the 
director of athletics 
since the program’s be-
ginning, recalled first 
hearing there would 
be intercollegiate ath-
letics at BJU while 
working elsewhere. 
 “I told my wife in Dec-
ember 2011 that some-
one was going to get 
a great opportunity, 
but I wasn’t interested 
after a recent move,” 
he said. “I’m thank-
ful [God’s] plans were 
not my plans! These 
past ten years have 
been remarkable.”  
 Though the Uni-
versity and program 
have grown over 10 
years, Ring said the 

progress goes beyond 
athletics. He attribu-
ted its success to God. 
 “God has allowed us 
to serve over 800 stu-
dent athletes, complete 
thousands of hours of 
community service, 
witness over 250 spiri-
tual decisions directly 
related to camps and 
mission trips, win 15 
National Christian 
Collegiate Athletic 
Association (NCCAA) 
National Champion 
ships and receive  
five consecutive Pres-

idential Awards for 
Excellence from the 
NCCAA,” he said.
 The birth of the int-
ercollegiate program 
comes from the vision 
of Dr. Stephen Jones. 
Jones brought in staff 
such as Ring to create 
a program that would 
help bring students 
together and offer 
the athletes opportu-
nities for ministry.
 One of the first Bru-
ins staff members was 
Jonny Gamet, the cur-
rent Assistant Athletic 
Director for Communi-
cations and Marketing. 
 “One of the main 
purposes Dr. Stephen 
Jones had when he 

started the athletics 
program for inter-
collegiate sports was 
that it would be a uni-
fier for the institu-
tion, that we’d all be 
cheering for the same 
team, same colors 
for a game,” he said.
 Gamet said that 
while students came 
for a BJU education, 
the student body did 
not cheer for one team 
but many different soc-
iety teams. “Now we 
have an intercollegiate 
program where we’re 
one team, … and it’s the 
team that represents 
us as a school rather 
than all the different 
societies,” he said.
 Gamet said the beg-
inning of the program 
was an exciting time. 
“Aug. 31 came with 
our first soccer games, 
and we had over 7,000 
people in attendance 
at Alumni Stadium, 
and we had to bring 
in extra bleachers. 
... From the over-
whelming response 
that we got from our 
students, our facu-
lty and staff, we knew 
that it was the birth 
of something special.” 
 Coach Mike LeViere, 
women’s basketball 
coach and director of 
the intramural pro-
gram, has been on 
the Bruins athletic 
staff since the begin-
ning.  Coach LeViere 
took the lead in 
restructuring the 
intramural program.
 LeViere said he 
and his staff’s goal 
was to make intra-
murals accessible 
to more students. 
 “Things had to 
change because we 
brought the Bruins 
in,” he said. “The intra-
mural program here 
wasn’t a true intramu-
ral program. ... Each 
society could have one 
team and exclusively 
one team in each sport, 
and so there have been 
changes philosophi-
cally, where now the 

exclusive, skilled ath-
letes on campus are int-
ercollegiate players.”
 But LeViere exp-
ressed that intra-
murals are no less 
significant than the 
Bruins. “They’ve prob-
ably grown in impor-
tance on campus,” he 
said. “We’ve opened 
that participation 
rate for each student 
and their societies; 
now they can have 
more than one team.”
 Jonny Gamet rein-
forced that sentiment. 
“If you wanted to play 
before the Bruins, 
there were some lim-
itations on the num-
ber of participants in 
intramurals,” he said. 
“Kids would try out 
for society teams and 
not make the cut.”
 Coach LeViere bel-
ieves the changes 
made to the intramu-
ral system over the 
years have been pos-
itive. He said people 
participating in int-
ramurals at the time 
thought intramurals 
would be ruined by 
the new emphasis on 
intercollegiate sports. 
 However, he said 
there are more peo-
ple playing intramu-
rals today compared 

to 10 or 12 years ago. 
 As for the Bruins, 
LeViere thinks the 
goal to build a positive 
identity for the Bruins 
is evident from contin-
ued student support. 
 “We’ve been able to 
look back, see some 
progress in what we’ve 
been able to accom-
plish in that time.”
 Gamet is confident 
about the upcoming 
year. “It should be a 
memorable 10th year 
for Bruins athletics,” 
Gamet said. “We’re 
excited particularly 
for Homecoming and 
the events we have 
this year to celebrate 
that anniversary.” 
 “We might bring 
back some of those orig-
inal players who had 
such an impact build-
ing the foundation 
of Bruins athletics.” 
 Victoria Glaze, a jun-
ior interior architec-
ture major, said she 
and the volleyball team 
are excited to start this 
momentous season.  
 “I’m thankful we’ve 
been able to be a part 
of the building process 
of the program and the 
athletics as a whole 
to see how it’s grown 

Bruins athletics turns 10
 Jarred Scott___________

S T A F F  W R I T E R

Kayla Oberstar anticipates the next play.
  Photo: Andrew Pledger
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Gamet has been a Bruins staff member since the program's creation.
Photo: Derek Eckenroth



ond the soccer field. 
 “One way is work 
ethic,” Crews said. 
“I think as you get 
older and mature, you 
realize just how imp-
ortant hard work is. 
That applies to the soc-
cer field and school.” 
 Crews also said the 
Bruins program has 
helped him under-
stand the importance 
of building relation-
ships. “Now that we’re 
seniors, we know each 
other more and can 
impact those guys that 
are under us now.” 
 Crews said he 
hopes this relation-
al mentorship contin-
ues through the pro-
gram after graduation.
 “I love we have 
reached our 10th 
year, but I can’t wait 
to see what God will 
do next,” Ring said.
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country invited BJC to 
come. 

Dr. Bob Jones III, for-
mer university presi-
dent and current chan-
cellor, recounted that 
his grandfather, Bob 
Jones Sr., even visited 
Knoxville, Tennessee, 
to sign an option on 
some property. Right 
before signing, howev-
er, Jones Sr. received a 
phone call from E. Roy 
Stone at the Green-
ville Chamber of Com-
merce. “[Stone] said, 
‘don’t sign anything till 
you come over here,’” 
Jones said. 

 Jones Sr. traveled 
to Greenville to sur-
vey the land, a farm 
at the time, located on 
Highway 29. The four-
lane highway ran from 
Washington, D.C., 
through Alabama, pro-
viding visibility and 
accessibility. “They 
called it a superhigh-
way,” Jones said.

“The thing that 
tipped the scales to 
Greenville was those 
three men [from the 
Greenville Chamber 
of Commerce] said, 
‘Dr. Jones, we need 
the Christian testimo-
ny of this school in 
our town.’ And that 
was the only town that 
made a Christian ap-
peal,” Jones said.

Moving to Green-
ville required build-
ing 13 buildings in 18 
months, an unprece-
dented project over-
seen by Dr. R. K. 

Johnson, university 
business manager. 

The first students 
were treated to a cam-
pus devoid of decora-
tive trees and shrub-
bery or even grass. 
Students trekked over 
boardwalk paths amid 
a sea of red mud.

Since then, BJU has 
overcome other chal-
lenges throughout its 
history. Founded in 
1927, BJU struggled to 
survive through the 
Great Depression. At 
times, faculty mem-
bers received $25 per 
month plus food—of-
ten garden produce 
given by families un-
able to pay with cash.

BJU’s financial 
struggles continued. 
Student tuition and 
room and board nev-
er covered operating 
costs. And unlike most 
colleges, BJU did not 
have an endowment 
safety net. 

Nonetheless, BJU 
remains open, which 
Jones said is only be-
cause of the miracu-
lous provision of God, 
for which he is grate-
ful. “I think too much 
prosperity destroys the 
ability to live by faith,” 
Dr. Jones said.

However, after 75 
years in Greenville 
and 95 years altogeth-
er, BJU remains com-
mitted to its founding 
principles. That endur-
ance sets it apart from 
some colleges that 
have distanced them-
selves from their reli-
gious foundations. 

Jones emphasized 
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for more interpreta-
tion than anticipated. 
 Lawson pointed out 
that some policies are 
reworked for clarity 
once Student Life real-
izes they are not as clear 
as previously thought. 
 “If somebody comes 
in, and they ask some-
thing [such as] ‘Well, I 
don’t think this is very  
clear,’ and I read it from  
their perspective, … I 
can see that, so I’ll cir-
cle [the] certain words 
[in the handbook] 
that make it unclear 
so that the process 
is easier,” she said.  
 The continued inv-
olvement of students in 
policy alteration gives 

them the opportunity 
to ask questions and 
give their suggestions. 
 Cannon comment-
ed on the student par-
ticipation in the pro-
cess. “If I had an idea, 
and I think it should 
be heard by [Student 
Life], then I would defi-
nitely say something 
about it,” she said.
 Daulton echoes the 
sentiment of freely 
speaking to Student 
Life about policies. 
“Don’t be afraid to 
come and talk to us 
about why we have 
a policy,” he said.  
 “Maybe [the policy 
is being changed] be-
cause the policy has 

been there for a while 
and has served its pur-
pose but is no longer 
necessary,” he said. 
“And when we talk 
with that student and 
convene and discuss 
it together, it becomes 
one of those [rules] 
that we do away with.” 
 Lawson is passionate 
about sharing the mis-
sion of Student Life: 
love. “We truly love 
the students,” she said. 
“We’re truly trying 
to help them for life.”  

›› From BRUINS p.5

in the past few years,” 
Glaze said. “I take a 
lot of pride in how 
we’ve done and kept 
our culture focused 
on glorifying God 
through everything.” 
 Hannah Prince, a jun-
ior early childhood edu-
cation major, said she is 
also proud to be on the 
volleyball team for the 
anniversary. Prince 
said they hope the stu-
dent body will be more 
involved and support 
them during the year. 
 Prince also voiced 
her excitement for the 
start of the upcoming 
season, giving credit 
to the underclassmen 
for stepping into their 
roles. “We’ve been able 
to pull it together in 
practice, and our core 
returners have been 
helpful to our fresh-
men girls,” she said.
 Jordan Crews, a sen-
ior accounting major, 
said the team culture 
affects him in ways bey-
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that faithfulness to 
scriptural truth has 
always taken prece-
dence over enroll-
ment numbers. “There 
doesn’t have to be a 
Bob Jones University," 
he said. "But as long 
as there is one, it must 
be faithful to the Lord 
and to His purpose for 
which he called us into 
existence.”
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Class of 2025 brings energy
 Hannah Bray___________

S T A F F  W R I T E R

  Another group of 
freshmen arrived at 
Bob Jones Univers-
ity this fall, bringing 
unique experiences 
and perspectives with 
them. This class is com-
posed of 672 freshmen. 
Of those freshmen, 578 
are new this semester; 
the other 94 are second 
semester freshmen who 
began their education 
at BJU last semester.
    One of the new fresh-
men is Gabriela Areva-
lo, a premed major. She 
drove with her room-
mate and her room-
mate’s family for 20 
hours to get to college. 
Arevalo heard of BJU 
at the private Christian 
school she attended. 
 “Most of my teach-
ers were from Bob 
Jones,” Arevalo said. 
“My school recruits 
from Bob Jones.” 
     She said two of the 
reasons she likes BJU 
are the people that 

came out of it and how 
kind they are, as well as 
the structure and saf-
ety she feels on campus. 
 “The people who 
come out of Bob Jones 
are so nice, and they 
have such a strong rela-
tionship with Christ,” 
Arevalo said. “They 
actually got a good ed-
ucation and were able 
to get closer to God. 
It’s just nice knowing 
that I’m here. ... You just 
feel safe to be here.”
  Another new fresh-
man  is  Shannon  Novak,  
an early childhood ed-
ucation major from 
Kentucky. She com-
mutes around six and 
a half hours to college. 
 Novak was a homes-
chooler. Both Arevalo 
and Novak are resi-
dence hall students, 
along with 80% of the 
freshmen. Novak said 
some of the reasons 
she chose BJU were 
its education program, 
the feel of the campus 
and that her older 
sister went to BJU. 

2025BJ
U

Residence Hall 80%
Day Students 20%
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Kinesiology, BS
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Biology, BS
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Criminal Justice, BS
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Arevalo and her older sister are both first-generation BJU students.
Photo: Melia Covington

     “I liked the structure 
of life here, and I alw-
ays felt very comfort-
able on campus and 
very safe,” Novak said. 
 “I came and visited, 
did College Up Close, 
and I had several other 
colleges I was consid-
ering, but I eventually 
decided that ... I  liked 
the education pro-
gram here,” she said. 
“It was the best of all 
the schools that I saw, 
and I really liked it.” 
     Rebecca Weier, the 
Director of Student 
Engagement and Suc-
cess, teaches Pathways 
to incoming freshmen. 
She said she enjoys 

being able to inter-
act with them and 
help them during 
their first year here.
 Weier said they 
are excited to be at 
BJU, especially giv-
en that some were 
not able to come ear-
lier due to COVID-19 
or other factors.
 “They seem to be 
energized to be here,” 
Weier said. “A lot of 
them have been wait-
ing for several years 
to be able to come. The 
international students 
couldn’t come last year 
because of COVID res-
trictions on travel. So 
it’s a really big deal 
for them to finally be 
able to be here. And 
so it’s exciting to be 
able to interact with 
them and help them 
while they’re here.”
     Weier said her favor-
ite part of interacting 
with  freshmen is seeing 
their potential, even 
if they can’t see it yet. 
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 Victoria Baker___________
G U E S T  W R I T E R

 From leaping out 
of an airplane to leap-
ing down South to 
Bob Jones Univers-
ity, Dr. Bruce Mey-
er’s dreams are com-
ing true. Meyer, a new 
full-time professor in 
BJU Seminary, is one 
of the many new facu-
lty making the transi-
tion to BJU this year.
 People are often sur-
prised to discover that 
the Seminary profes-
sor is a big fan of all 
things speed-related: 
roller coasters, flying 
and even sky diving.  
 Meyer had always 
wanted to go skydiv-
ing and found his 
chance to do so during 
his 19-year teaching 
career at Maranatha 
Baptist University. 
He attended an event 
called Bid on Milwau-
kee, which happened 
to have skydiving for 
a discounted price. 
 “I went to some of 
the Bible faculty and 
said, ‘would you like 
to go skydiving with 
me?’” he said. “And 

there were three oth-
er guys that said 
‘yeah, I’ll do that.’”
 “We’re sitting on 
the floor, [the instruc-
tor] says ‘hang your 
legs out and pull them 
underneath the air-
craft,’” Meyer said.
 “So my legs are 
underneath the air-
craft,” he said. “And 
then we just fell out. 
And it was so much 
fun.” The experi-
ence was unexplain-
able for Meyer. “It 
was the most thrill-

ing feel,” he said.
 Meyer came to BJU 
not because of one sin-
gle event but because 
of a series of events.
  “It was really the 
Lord’s providence, 
things that lined 
up in ways that I 
never could explain.”
 He and his wife 
loved Watertown, Wis-
consin, home to both 
their family and Mar-
anatha. Moving to 
South Carolina was not 
something that origi-
nally seemed possible. 

Meyer’s leap of faith

Meyer specializes in counseling related to purity, addiction and abuse.
Photo: Melia Covington

 “Somewhere in there, 
the Lord kept work-
ing,” he said. “I cap-
tured a glimpse of the 
vision of what they 
[BJU Seminary] were 
wanting to accomplish 
here, and that, I think, 
grabbed my heart.”
 Meyer is looking for-
ward to teaching a var-
iety of classes. “I get 
to teach counseling, I 
get to teach some sys-
tematic theology,” he 
said. “I love teaching 
the Bible. I love teach-
ing theology, teaching 
counseling.”  
 Meyer’s area of exp-
ertise is in counseling. 
“I’m still interacting 
with Scripture a lot, 
but we’re talking about 
human problems and 
human personality and 
some of the issues rela-
ted to human nature.”
 Along with semi-
nary classes, Meyer 
will teach an under-
graduate counseling 
class and Doctrines I. 

Meyer is looking for-
ward to his interac-
tion with the students. 
 Meyer said he was 
excited about teach-
ing undergraduate 
classes to stay con-
nected with students. 
 “When you’re with 
the undergrad stu-
dents, there’s an ene-
rgy there that goes with 
the academics,” he 
said. “The sports con-
tribute to that ... societ-
ies, ministries, it kind 
of all works together.”
 The transition from 
Wisconsin to South 
Carolina brought a 
set of adjustments for 
Meyer, like traffic and 
a lack of snow. How-
ever, he fits right in 
at BJU.   
 “I think the greatest 
thing is being at Bob 
Jones, the colleagues 
I’ve already met and the 
students,” Meyer said. 

Meyer teaches courses in both the Seminary and School of Religion. 
Photo: Melia Covington

It was really the Lord’s 
providence, things that 
lined up in ways that I 
never could explain.

-Dr. Meyer


