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 Vicki Olachea___________
S T A F F  W R I T E R

 Joanna Scoggins____________
C O P Y  E D I T O R

See  DONATE p. 4  ››

See  GREEK p. 5  ››

As part of the BJU Donate Life Week dedication ceremony, Pettit handed the Donate Life torch to BJU 
alumna and living organ donor Margaret Stegall. Photo: Heath Parish

Olinger writes an exercise in Koine Greek on a chalkboard in class. Photo: Robert Stuber
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BJU hosts week-long 
organ donor campaign

Faculty revitalize Greek program   

BJU is participating 
in National Donate Life 
month in April by holding 
Donate Life Week, a week-
long campaign  on campus 
to raise awareness of the 
impact of organ donors. 

BJU’s Donate Life 
Week, April 5-9, included 
donor drives to give stu-
dents the opportunity to 
sign up to become a donor. 
A ceremony took place on 
Wednesday in which Dr. 
Steve Pettit, BJU presi-
dent, passed the “Torch 
of Life,” an Olympic-style 
torch bearing the names 
of donors, to Margaret Ste-
gall, a BJU alumna and 

BJU faculty have 
worked hard to revamp 
the biblical Greek pro-
gram for the entire stu-
dent body, not just School 
of Religion students. 

The program refresh in-
cludes a changing in scope 
and sequencing of the four 
semesters of Greek gram-
mar, a new textbook and 
adding an affective out-
come focusing on student 
reaction to the material. 
The new changes will be 
implemented in the Fall 
2021 semester. 

Dr. Dan Olinger, chair 
of the Division of Biblical 
and Theological Studies, 

thE wEEk
Studio Art 
Exhibition 
The senior studio art exhibi-
tion will open in the Sargent 
Art building exhibition corri-
dor tonight at 6:30 p.m.

International 
food festival
The ISO will host an interna-
tional food festival tomorrow 
from 5-8 p.m. in the Activity 
Center. Tickets are $10.

Leadership 
seminar
A leadership seminar, "Helping 
Others in a Broken and Addicted 
World" will be held in Rodeheav-
er Auditorium Tuesday at 7 p.m. 

 Bake-Off meeting
The writers' meeting for this se-
mester's theatre arts Bake-Off 
will be Wednesday at 5 p.m. in 
Performance Hall. Writers will 
receive all prompt details there.

living donor. 
Stegall decided to do-

nate a portion of her liver 
to a fellow BJU alumna af-
ter seeing a Facebook post 
on the BJU alumni page. 
Her story appeared on sev-
eral local news platforms, 
including WYFF and the 
Greenville Journal. On 
April 16, BJU will host a 
moment of honor for do-
nors which will be ob-
served by Health Sciences 
students. 

This year has been the 

which includes the bibli-
cal Greek program, said 
the short-term goal for the 
refresh is to see more stu-
dents in the program due 
to higher retention rates, 
but hopes that in the long 
term, the revamp will lead 
to joyful facility with the 
tools of Greek exegesis. 

"In particular, we're 
adding an affective out-
come that focuses on the 
students' enjoyment of 
and inclination to use 
the Greek tools they ac-
quire here," Olinger said. 
"We were seeing more 
students drop the pro-
gram than we wanted, 
and those who stayed in 
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The Collegian Editorial

Don't be weary in well-doing
1 Corinthians 15:58 says, “Therefore, 

my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, un-
movable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that 
your labor is not in vain in the Lord.” 
Galatians 6:9 admonishes, “And let us 
not be weary in well doing: for in due 
season we shall reap, if we faint not.”

As we are approaching the last month 
of classes, it is important that we hold to 
the encouragement found in these vers-
es. As easy as it is to coast to finals, to 
resign yourself to the current status 
of your grades or to throw in the tow-
el, these verses remind of us the im-
portance of being steadfast, of continu-
ing on despite how tired we are or how 
homesick we are. 

God has each of us in that class, 
that major or that dorm room for a 
reason, for “we know that all things 
work together for good to them that 
love God, to them who are the called 
according to His purpose.” (Rom 8:28) 
We know He has us here, in this place, 
in this moment, for a reason that will 
ultimately further His kingdom and 
bring honor to Him. We push on to do 
our best in The Making of the Mod-
ern World or Bible Doctrines because 
we know we are where God wants us 
– that is reason enough for us to give 
our best. “And whatsoever ye do, do it 
heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto 
men; knowing that of the Lord ye shall 
receive the reward of the inheritance: 

for ye serve the Lord Christ.” (Col. 
3:23-24) 

But these verses go so much deeper 
than just encouraing us to give our best 
in our classes, our jobs or our majors. It’s 
easy to grow weary in well doing in our 
personal lives. As projects pile up and fi-
nals loom closer, it becomes easier to let 
your guard down against that one sin 
you’ve always struggled with – to find 
comfort in that one show you know you 
shouldn’t be watching, to relax your cau-
tion when it comes to your speech or text 
that one person you know has a tendency 
to bring you down with them. We must be 
steadfast, unmovable, abounding in the 
work of the Lord even when it’s so easy 
to stop fighting in our personal lives. 

Often our effort and motivation are 
spent on keeping up in classes, eating 
healthy or making time for friends, and 
when we come to the effort it takes to 
form a habit of daily Bible reading or 
spend time in prayer, we feel exhaust-
ed from how much we’ve been pushing 
ourselves, even in good things. What 
we don’t stop to consider is that by mak-
ing sure we take that time in prayer and 
God’s Word, we are being revitalized by 
the Holy Spirit and strengthened so that 
we can continue in well-doing in all our 
other responsibilities.

Faint not in these last few weeks of the 
semester. Prioritize your walk with God 
and let Him give you the strength to not 
be weary in well-doing.

How has college life 
changed you?

Jillian Rogers David Stadola Andrew Shae� er Mediatrice Nijimbere
SENIOR FRESHMAN SOPHOMORE SENIOR

“It’s broadened my idea of 
culture and what I’m going 
to do in the workforce.”

“I was just learning today that 
God strengthens me so I don’t 
need to use my own strength.”

“The world is bigger than 
it looks. There are a lot of 
needs that need to be met.”

“College allows you to adapt 
and adjust to anything that 
comes your way, so you really 
learn to think deeper.”

 Katelyn Lain___________
S T A F F  W R I T E R
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I remember Dr. Pet-
tit said in chapel last se-
mester that the student 
body is the most thank-
ful he has ever seen at 
the University because 
of COVID-19. I thought 
about his announcement, 
and I realized I myself had 
been more joyful and con-
tent than before. With no 
breaks, social distancing 
and limited food options, 
the students have appreci-
ated the efforts more.

Around this time in 
March last year, the stu-
dent body was sent home 

See  COLUMN  p. 3  ››
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 Ethan House___________
S T A F F  W R I T E R

Whether you’re look-
ing for authentic Japanese 
cuisine made-to-order or a 
place to buy ingredients to 
experiment in your own 
kitchen, the east end of 
Pelham Road is providing 
Greenville residents with 
a taste of Japan through 
two small businesses lo-
cated in the same strip 
mall: Tanpopo, a Japa-
nese grocery store, and 
Sushi Masa, a Japanese 
restaurant. 

Tanpopo prides itself 
on being the only Japa-
nese grocery store in Up-
state South Carolina. At 
first glance, the store may 
seem small; however, its 

Strip mall hosts Japanese cuisine variety 

to finish the semester on-
line. Being present at 
school for almost a year 
has boosted the joy of 
the student body. After 
the announcement, I no-
ticed more people saying 
“thank you” in DC lines, 
more people smiling when 
passing each other on the 
sidewalks, fewer people 
getting to-go boxes and in-
stead making time to get 
meals with people. Facul-
ty and students were will-
ing to work around the in-
conveniences of COVID-19 
to be able to come togeth-
er. For the fall festival 
party, people were willing 
to walk to each location 
in smaller groups so the 
event would be possible. 

Thankfulness is a 
mark of being a part of 
God’s family. In the end 

days before Christ re-
turns, people will become 
more wicked. The symp-
toms of that wickedness 
are evident in 2 Timothy 
3:1-5, “This know also, 
that in the last days per-
ilous times shall come. 
For men shall be lovers 
of their own selves, cov-
etous, boasters, proud, 
blasphemers, disobedient 
to parents, unthankful, 
unholy, without natural 
affection, trucebreakers, 
false accusers, inconti-
nent, fierce, despisers of 
those that are good, trai-
tors, heady, highminded, 
lovers of pleasures more 
than lovers of God; hav-
ing a form of godliness, 
but denying the power 
thereof: from such turn 
away.”

Throughout histo-
ry people have forgotten 
what God has done and it 

caused them to sin. The Is-
raelites worshipped other 
gods because they forgot 
about God’s deliverance. 
Jonah forgot God had for-
given him, so he refused to 
extend an offer of forgive-
ness to the Ninevites. Eli-
jah forgot to be thankful 
for God’s protection from 
the wicked Queen Jezeb-
el, so he fell into despair. 
Peter forgot to be thankful 
for God’s protection while 
walking on the water, so 
he depended on himself 
and sunk.

For Christians, thank-
fulness is not optional, but 
is a command. Trials of-
ten make Christians more 
thankful. Psalm 30:11 says, 
“Thou hast turned for me 
my mourning into danc-
ing: thou hast put off my 
sackcloth, and girded me 
with gladness." 

I was standing in line to 

get food and as I grabbed 
my plate, I said “thank 
you” rather nonchalantly. 
The DC worker on the oth-
er side of the counter ex-
plained she had never met 
so many thankful people 
in one place. 

Thankfulness is a qual-
ity worth compliment-
ing in others. Dr. Pettit 
said people should com-
pliment others on their 
imitative qualities. In 
other words, admiring 
qualities in people that 
last rather than tempo-
rary externals. Thankful-
ness should be a reason 
for choosing a friend. If 2 
Timothy says, “from such 
turn away,” then should 
not the goal be to befriend 
someone who has the op-
posite of these qualities 
––lovers of God, humble, 
loving and thankful?

While blessings are 

still fresh in the mind, 
keeping a journal of 2020 
blessings could be a me-
morial. When other trials 
come, these memorials 
will remind that God can 
deliver again.

The picture of these 
monuments can be seen 
whenever Nehemiah in-
structed Israel to rebuild 
the wall in order to protect 
themselves from the ene-
my. The wall was built in 
record time because every 
man built the wall in front 
of his own house.

Let’s build up stones of 
remembrance so we have 
a wall of thankfulness to 
look on remembrance and 
faith. How many stones of 
answered prayer can you 
add to the wall today? The 
protection of our walls is 
measured in how many 
stones we can add. Let’s 
keep building that wall!

two aisles are packed with 
a variety of food, ranging 
from noodles and rice to 
candy and bubble tea. On 
the left side sits many of 
the ingredients for prepar-
ing food, and the right side 
contains mostly snacks, 
including chips and 
sweets. Additionally, two 
bookshelves filled with 
hundreds of used books 
and a rack of newspapers 
and other periodicals, all 
written in Japanese, sit to-
ward the back of the shop.

The groceries available 
at Tanpopo offer all the re-
quired ingredients to pre-
pare Japanese-style food, 
including popular dish-
es like sushi and ramen, 
at home. The store also 
has a small selection of 

decorations and tea sets.
Sushi Masa, which is 

just two doors down from 
Tanpopo, is a Japanese 
restaurant that features 
both traditional Japanese 
cuisine and newer, Amer-
icanized variations on 
dishes. Sushi Masa, which 
was founded more than 20 
years ago, describes itself 
as “one of the oldest au-
thentic Japanese restau-
rants in the area.” Sushi 
Masa also uses and serves 
some of the products sold 
in Tanpopo, including a 
roasted green tea. 

The restaurant offers 
a range of different styles 
and types of sushi, as well 
as noodles, soup and rice 
bowls. Their menu gives 
customers a large degree 

of freedom over what in-
gredients are used and in-
cludes several vegetarian 
options. 

The takeout area has a 
separate door and is sepa-
rated from the main area 
by a curtain. Customers 
can place their orders here, 
or, using the menu on the 
restaurant’s website, sushi-
masa.webs.com, they can 
also order takeout ahead of 
time over the phone. 

Renee Kalagayan, a ju-
nior communication ma-
jor, described Sushi Masa 
as her favorite restaurant, 
and she said she has been 
a patron for years. “My fa-
ther’s side of the family is 
Pacific Islander, so he has 
been going there for a long 
time,” Kalagayan said. 
“So, growing up, he would 
take me there a lot.”

Kalagayan also recom-
mended the restaurant for 
other students wanting 
to try authentic Japanese 
food. “My regular order is 

a bento box,” Kalagayan 
said. “It comes with a sal-
ad, a meat with rice, crab 
cakes, a pickled fruit and 
also a bowl of miso soup, 
which is one of my ab-
solute favorite Japanese 
dishes.”

Tanpopo is open from 
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. on week-
days and from 9:30 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. on Saturday. Su-
shi Masa is open for lunch 
starting at 11:30 a.m. from 
Tuesday to Friday and 
noon on Saturday, clos-
ing at 2 p.m. each day. It is 
also open for dinner from 
5:30 to 9 p.m. from Monday 
to Thursday and from 5:30 
to 10 p.m. on Fridays and 
Saturdays. The restau-
rant offers customers both 
takeout and indoor seat-
ing. Because of its current-
ly reduced indoor capac-
ity, the establishment is 
encouraging patrons hop-
ing to get a table to place 
a reservation by calling 
(864) 288-2227.

Bubble tea, a Taiwanese drink invented in the 1980s, became popular 
in Japan and China just 10 years later. Photo: Nick Zukowski

Tanpopo has a rack of magazines and periodicals in Japanese at the back of the store, as well as two 
bookshelves filled with hundreds of used books for sale. Photo: Nick Zukowski

Local Intercultural Markets 
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first for BJU’s participa-
tion in the Donate Life 
celebration, in part due 
to Stegall’s story, accord-
ing to Ian Dyke, the pub-

lic education coordinator 
for We Are Sharing Hope 
SC and the BJU alumnus 
who coordinated BJU’s 
Donate Life Week.

Dyke, a 2019 BJU gradu-
ate, said Stegall’s story in-
spired BJU’s participation 
in Donate Life Week. “I 
knew that because of Mar-
garet, this was really fresh 
in the campus conscious-
ness,” Dyke said. “It’s an 
amazing story, and it’s a 
story that [BJU] has really 
been at the heart of.”

BJU’s Donate Life 
Week was a smaller part 
of National Donate Life 
month in April celebrated 
by Donate Life America, a 
nonprofit whose goal is to 
increase donations of or-
gans, eyes and tissues as 
well as to educate on the 
need for donations. This 
larger brand links sever-
al nonprofits dedicated to 
donation, including Do-
nate Life South Carolina, 
which handles organ do-
nor registrations, and We 
Are Sharing Hope, which 
handles the clinical oper-
ations of donation proce-
dures, according to Dyke.

Jessica Teruel, a senior 
journalism and mass com-
munication major and 
president of the Universi-
ty Marketing Association, 
worked with Dyke on or-
ganizing the event at BJU. 
Teruel said the campaign 
was designed to show BJU 
support for organ, eye and 
tissue donation, but honor-
ing Stegall’s donation be-
came a focal point. “The 
timing could not be better 
to honor her through this,” 
Teruel said. According 
to Teruel, Stegall’s story 

communicates the need 
and benefits of donation ef-
fectively. “We really want 
to light a fire in students’ 
hearts to realize being a 
donor now is extremely 
important," she said.

Randy Page, BJU’s 
chief of staff, also said 
the timing for BJU’s 
participation in Donate 
Life Week is perfect. “If 
there’s a year for us to 
get involved, this really 
seems like an opportune 
time to be able to high-
light what our alumni 
are doing for our alum-
ni,” Page said.

The campaign was per-
sonal to BJU students, 
Page said, because alumni 
networking made it possi-
ble for Stegall to donate, 
as well as for Dyke, an-
other BJU alumnus, to re-
connect with BJU for this 
year’s celebration. “It re-
ally is an alumni story,” 
Page said.

According to Page, 
many people possibly 
say no to donation be-
cause it’s the easier op-
tion when they have no 
understanding of what 
it is, how to do it or the 
good that can come from 
it. Through the person-
al connections of this 
campaign, Page said, 
that negative view could 
change for BJU students.

But according to Dyke, 
the choice to approach 
BJU also came from 
COVID-19 and the Univer-
sity’s community influ-
ence. “We’ve had to kind of 
shake things up because of 
COVID,” Dyke said. Usu-
ally, the Donate Life cel-
ebration can directly en-
gage the public, according 
to Dyke. When COVID-19 
limited the options for 
public interaction, the 
organization decided to 
bring their message to 
community leaders who 

can spread awareness of 
the need for donations. 
“We’re going to different 
organizations that have 
a thread in the fabric of 
South Carolina’s culture,” 
Dyke said. “We’re hoping 
that’ll reach the commu-
nity and show this is not 
something for this group 
of people, this is some-
thing all South Carolin-
ians benefit from.”

Judah Smith, a pre-
med senior and men’s 

student body president, 
connected the Student 
Leadership Council with 
the UMA to launch the 
campaign. Smith said do-
nation is a community 
issue—which is why Do-
nate Life chose to reach 
out to community lead-
ers. “We are a leader 
in the community, and 
people recognize that,” 
Smith said. “By reaching 
our students, Donate Life 
recognizes that they can 

››  From  DONATE  p. 1

make a lasting impact in 
the community and other 
communities as our stu-
dents go out from here.”

And for the BJU com-
munity, Smith said, do-
nation is a prominent 
topic. “Because of our 
very strong Health Sci-
ences program, [discuss-
ing] issues like this is 
very effective because we 
have an audience that’s 
hungry to learn more,” 
Smith said.

Student body presidents Judah Smith and Ali Zimmer signed a proclamation on  Monday to establish  
BJU Donate Life Week.  Photo: Heath Parish

We really want 

to light a fire 

in students' 

hearts to 

realize being 

a donor now 

is extremely 

important.

Jessica Teruel

"

" 

Donate Life merchandise was on sale in the student mall this week. Photo: Heath Parish
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often demonstrated con-
fusion that we thought 
we could address by re-
working the sequence and 
pace." Olinger, who teach-
es Elementary Greek I and 
II, said the affective out-
come should open oppor-
tunities for creativity in 
the classroom and student 
assessment. 

Dr. Timothy Hughes, a 
faculty member in the Di-
vision of Graduate Stud-
ies and project coordi-
nator for the program 
refresh, said the goal was 
to inspire students to take 
their study of biblical 
Greek beyond the class-
room and continue to use 
it after college while still 
maintaining the cogni-
tive excellence of the pro-
gram. “At BJU we believe 
that students should walk 
away from classes not just 
understanding the subject 
more, but hopefully liking 
it,” Hughes said.

Dr. Greg Stiekes, a fac-
ulty member in the BJU 
seminary and biblical 
Greek program coordina-
tor, was a research assis-
tant for a Bible scholar, 
leading him to help create 
the textbook that the bib-
lical Greek program will 

transition to. 
“We had a good text-

book that our own faculty 
had developed, and yet we 
realized we needed to re-
vise it,” Hughes said, “and 
what we ended up doing 
was selecting a new text-
book.” Hughes said part of 
the new textbook's appeal 
is its focus on the value 
and use of biblical Greek, 
especially in Bible study. 

The pacing of the 
courses will also shift 
from previous years, ac-
cording to Hughes. “We 
want to give more sup-
ports for [students’] suc-
cess,” Hughes said. “We 
want them to know how 
to use it, so building in 
more pieces like ‘here’s 
how you would study this 
passage.’” 

Esdras Borges, a gradu-
ate assistant in the biblical 
Greek program, said he is 
excited for the opportuni-
ty to bring changes he felt 
were needed when he took 
the classes as a student. 
“My favorite idea is tran-
sitioning from viewing the 
teacher as more of a coach 
than the source of the stu-
dent’s knowledge,” Borges 
said, “and that’s following 
the principle that languag-
es are learned, they’re not 
taught.” 

Dr. Kevin Oberlin, dean 
of the School of Religion, 
said he has been excited to 
watch the faculty collab-
orate on the program re-
fresh. "Our faculty have 
just come together and col-
laborated extremely well, 
and the synergy among 
the members of the Greek 
faculty is stronger than 
ever," Oberlin said. "All 
the different faculty know 
what the other faculty 
think about the program    
. . . and we've done our 
best to address everything 
holistically." Oberlin said 
his desire is for  students  

grow to love the Word of 
God more through study-
ing Greek.

"[Greek] is a valid op-
tion for people who are 
not even part of the School 
of Religion," Oberlin said, 
"and all the more so if they 
really want to have a lan-
guage that they can utilize 
every single day the rest of 
their life."  

The basic four course 
sequence of biblical Greek 
classes will satisfy the for-
eign language require-
ments for a bachelor of 
arts. Hughes said he hopes 
more students will choose 

Online 
Submissions to:

“Free way to make 
fun of people.”

“I used the picture in The Colle-
gian’s April Fools’ issue of my 
boyfriend ‘proposing’ to me to 
prank my parents.”

“’Freshmen fear they will 
die alone.’”

Erica Jones

Christi Darling

Colby Epling

Autumn Buchanan

Nathaniel Hendry

Kristin Rutledge

Luis Rosario

“Paranoid people thinking 
they’re going to get 
pranked, but never 
getting pranked.”

“Using it to trick 
my sister.”

“My roommate hid all of 
my crocs (9 pairs) indivi-
ually around our dorm 
room.”

“It’s uselessness.”

What do you enjoy 
about April Fools’ 
Day?

What do you enjoy about 
April Fools’ Day? What do you enjoy about 

April Fools’ Day?

What’s a great prank you’ve 
pulled?

What’s a great prank 
you’ve been the victim of?

What was your favorite part of our 
April Fools’ issue?

What was your favorite part of 
our April Fools’ issue?

Ben Rogers

What was your favorite 
part of our April Fools’ 
issue?

“The pink and blue 
sidewalk mandate.”@thecollegianbju

About April Fools’ Day

biblical Greek. “If you 
were just fulfilling your 
language requirements, 
you’d be taking four cours-
es, 12 credits, and by the 
end you would be able 
to read Greek passages 
from the New Testament,” 
Hughes said.  

“If you’re a believer, 
you have plenty of moti-
vation to learn Greek be-
cause the New Testament 
was written in Greek,” 
Borges said. “The advan-
tage is that you have a 
level of intimacy with the 
text that you lose in the 
translation.”

››  From GREEK  p. 1

Students work on an assignment in Olinger's Elementary Greek I class. Photo: Robert Stuber

Graphic: Marissa Castor
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 Johanna Huebscher___________
S T A F F  W R I T E R

The smell of beef fills 
the air. The sound of siz-
zling burgers mixes with 
laughter and the gener-
al hum of student life.  It 
is Sunday evening in The 

Esteban's explores menu changes

Den and Esteban’s is in 
full swing. While known 
for its tacos and other 
Mexican food, Esteban’s 
has been branching out 
into a new food. Every 
Sunday from 7-9 p.m., Es-
teban’s changes up their 
regular menu to serve an 

American classic meal: 
Angus cheeseburgers and 
curly fries.

Students have the op-
tion of a single patty or 
double patty. The burger 
comes with pepper jack, 
American or cheddar 
cheese. Students can cus-
tomize their order with 
mushrooms, bacon, let-
tuce, tomatoes and onions. 
Burgers are available as a 
standalone order, a com-
bo, which comes with 
curly fries and a drink, 
or a large combo, which 
comes with a larger serv-
ing of curly fries and a 
large drink.

“[The burger] reminds 
me of Five Guys,” said ju-
nior child development 
major Mariah White. 

When The Den was 
first renovated, Esteban’s 
was a burger shop. Since 
then, the shop has offered 
a wide variety of food, in-
cluding Chinese, a deli 
and the well-beloved taco 
shop. “Every couple years, 
[we’ll] change it into some-
thing else,” said Lisa Sar-
gent, the location manag-
er of Esteban’s. Esteban’s 
has been having pop-ups, 
temporary changes in 
menu, for various kinds of 
foods to see what students 
would be interested in if 
Esteban’s change perma-
nently again. 

Esteban’s has offered 
a variety of pop-ups this 
semester including burg-
ers, crepes and poke 
bowls. Different pop-ups 

Sophomore Shelby Stewart butters a hamburger bun. 
Photo: Madeline Peters
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received different recep-
tions from the student 
body. Crepes almost dou-
bled Esteban's regular 
customer base where-
as poke bowls weren’t 
well-received. Although 
Esteban’s has done pop-
ups in the past, they’ve 
never offered this many 
pop-ups in a single semes-
ter. “Just because every-
body’s so isolated,” Sar-
gent said, “they need a 
little more variety, some-
thing to change it up.”

“It’s really cool having 
the burgers, doing some-
thing new,” said Esteban’s 
worker William Kozik.  
“It’s definitely different, 
but it’s fun.”

“Come and see the 
burger boys in action,” 
freshman Esteban’s work-
er William Green said.

Senior journalism and 
mass communication ma-
jor Seth Johnson sam-
pled the burgers twice. 
Seth first got a burger be-
cause the line for Papa 
Johns was so long.  “[The 
burger] was really good,” 
Johnson said. 

Johnson enjoyed his 
burger so much that he 
went back a different 
week and ordered the 
burger again. The first 
week he had the double 
angus patty and the sec-
ond week he had the sin-
gle patty. “Get them,” 
Johnson said. “They’re 
good . . . you have 150 Bru-
ins Bucks. You might as 
well make [them] count.”

Anyone wishing to taste 
one of Esteban’s burgers 
should head to The Den on a 
Sunday night, from 7-9 p.m.

Esteban's burgers can be a single or double patty and have mush-
rooms, bacon, lettuce, tomatoes and onions. Photo: Madeline Peters
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 Katie French__________
S T A F F  W R I T E R

The Bruins women’s 
soccer team is using their 
spring season to maximize 
resources and prepare for 
the future.

In their ninth season, the 
Lady Bruins 2020 fall record 
consisted of six wins and 
eight losses. As a Nation-
al Christian College Athlet-
ic Association D1 team, the 
Bruins competed at nation-
als in the NCCAA Division 
I level and won one game. 
In previous years, the Bru-
ins won the NCCAA nation-
al championship title five 
times. Despite their short-
coming to that feat this sea-
son, Coach Chris Carmi-
chael is pleased with how 
far the team has advanced 
since it was their first time 
competing at nationals in 
the NCCAA DI.

The Bruins are also a 
provisional member of the 
National College Athletic 
Association.

Freshmen players Esther 

Soccer team bonds over spring season   
Young and Braden Adams 
embrace after a

practice game. Photo: 
Lindsay Shaleen

This spring, the women’s 
soccer team is playing with 
a condensed roster from the 
fall season. The reduced 
number of players has in-
fluenced the way the team 
has worked this spring. 
Carmichael said the team 
has honed in on defensive 
strategy in particular and 
has really improved in this 
area. In addition, the coach-
ing staff and current play-
ers have been intentional in 
building team unity.

“By really banding to-
gether, getting on the same 
page and bonding really 
heavily . . . we could defi-
nitely be very competi-
tive,” Carmichael said. This 
spring the soccer team has 
had the opportunity to play 
scrimmages against only 
NCAA DII teams, including 
Southern Wesleyan Univer-
sity and Erskine College. 
The Lady Bruins beat SWU 
2 to 0 and tied Erskine 1 to 1. 

They will have four scrim-
mages during this spring 
season.

Sophomore midfielder 
Kayle Stevenson gave her 
perspective on how the Bru-
ins’ spring season is going. 
“This semester has been ex-
tremely encouraging for all 
of us because we want to 
seek to build up each oth-
er and to give our best first 
for the Lord and then for 
each other,” she said. Ste-
venson said the team has in-
corporated an appreciation 
system into their practices 
to encourage one another. 
“Before we begin, we have a 
player in mind that we will 
all…say something that we 
appreciate about [them],” 

she said.
Both Carmichael and 

Stevenson said sports pro-
grams have their ups and 
downs and change is in-
evitable. “All programs 
go through their valleys 
and…mountaintop experi-
ences,” Carmichael said. 
He said he is excited for 
the growth this experi-
ence can bring.

Coach Castel leads the 
girls in various drills. 
Photo: Lindsay Shaleen

Jonny Gamet, sports 
information director for 
the Bruins, said the team 
has had a great spring 
season in their competi-
tion results. The team has 
also faced challenges due 
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to COVID-19, including a 
shortened schedule and 
weekly testing. The tran-
sition to NCAA was also 
new for the team, as well 
as moving from NCCAA 
DII to DI.

“This semester has re-
ally been enlightening for 
all of us,” Stevenson said. 
“It has truly taught me 
that this is not about my-
self, and I look at this as an 
opportunity to be there to 
serve my other teammates 
and encourage them.”

Looking to the future, 
Carmichael hopes the 
team wins more games at 
nationals this coming sea-
son and continues to grow 
as a team.
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Freshmen players Esther Young and Braden Adams embrace after a 
practice game. Photo: Lindsay Shaleen
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 Johnathon Smith___________
S T A F F  W R I T E R

With his smiling face 
and unrelenting energy, 
Young Jin Ghun gives no 
indication of the hardship 
and pain he has 

faced in his life. 
However, the sophomore 
business administration 
major and former drug ad-
dict will have been sober 
only three years in July.

Former drug addict finds identity in Christ 
Ghun’s spiritual jour-

ney began in second grade 
when his father went to 
prison. Despite the diffi-
culties his family faced 
after immigrating to the 
United States, Ghun looks 
back on this time as a good 
experience because he 
was able to attend church 

regularly. For the next 
four years, Ghun was 

heavily involved in 
his local church in 
Colorado. 

Ghun made a 
profession of faith 
at age 11, but he 
does not believe he 

had a genuine rela-
tionship with Christ 

until much later in 
life. “I had a lot of head 

knowledge about the Bi-
ble, but it wasn’t really 
ministering to my heart,” 
Ghun said.

When Ghun turned 13, 
he walked away from the 
church completely, doubt-
ing what he had learned 

about God. Ghun said at 
the time, he would have 
considered himself an 
agnostic. Looking back, 
Ghun said he believes he 
knew the truth but tried 
to interpret the world 
through his own under-
standing. “I was someone 
who continued to strug-
gle with feeling less than, 
like I just wasn’t enough,” 
Ghun said. 

Ghun said he turned to 
addictive substances to 
distract himself from the 
emptiness he felt. At age 
14 Ghun began to drink, 
and only a year later he 
turned to smoking mar-
ijuana. In high school, 
he started using hard 
drugs, which led to him 
getting expelled. “I start-
ed out wanting to be ac-
cepted and I didn’t think 
there was any harm in it,” 
Ghun said.

“The worst part was 
that I was living a lie,” 
Ghun said. “It was a pris-
on of my own making, 
and I still didn’t even 
know how to get out . . . 
I knew there had to be 
something more.”

But Ghun sees signs of 
God pursuing him even 
when he was living in 
sin. God saved his broth-
er Young Min Ghun, who 
began to witness to Ghun. 
Ghun said his brother 
asked difficult questions 
about Ghun’s beliefs he 
was unable to answer and 
became the only source of 
truth Ghun allowed into 
his life.

However, Young Min’s 
salvation didn’t take 
away his own personal 
struggles with addiction. 
On the morning of March 
15, 2015, Ghun knew 
something horrible had 
happened when he woke 
up to his mother desper-
ately crying his brother’s 
name. Young Min had col-
lapsed in the exact same 
spot where Ghun him-
self had once fallen af-
ter an overdose. Despite 
his best efforts to revive 
Young Min through CPR, 
Ghun   knew he had al-
ready lost his brother to 
a drug overdose. For the 
first time in years, Ghun 
prayed to God, begging 
Him to take his brother 
to Heaven.

For a time, Ghun-
fought to stay sober, but 
a year later when his 
grandmother died, Ghun 
turned to heroin to dull 
the pain. His life began to 

fall apart all over again.
After narrowly avoiding 

10 years in prison for drug 
manufacturing charges, 
Ghun was given an oppor-
tunity to attend Overcom-
ers, a faith-based addiction 
recovery program. He trav-
eled to Greenville, South 
Carolina, in 2018 to try the 
intensive seven-month pro-
gram at Miracle Hill Minis-
tries on the recommenda-
tion of a friend of Ghun’s 
late brother.

While studying John 
3 in Overcomers, Ghun 
was saved. “I was so 
humbled by the fact that 
God loved me enough to 
[sacrifice His Son] . . . I 
rededicated my life to 
Jesus, and I spent a lot 
of time in the Word.” 
He also met godly men-
tors at the shelter, who 
helped him apply to and 
get accepted to Bob Jones 
University in 2019.

Now, Ghun is on the 
worship team at his local 
church and teaches mid-
dle school boys in youth 
group. He also works at 
Miracle Hill, helping oth-
ers who struggle with 
addiction.

“[God’s] plan is just so 
much greater than I could 
have ever imagined,” 
Ghun  said.

“It’s this constant 

journey that continues to 
happen, that I have to con-
tinue to work on and stay 
humble about. Whatev-
er journey you’re on, you 
just have to continue to do 
those things that will keep 
you in a right relationship 
with God.”

Ghun worries his fellow 
students will be tempted 
to look for hope outside of 
Jesus like he did. “What-
ever thing you’re defin-
ing your identity in that is 
not your identity in Christ 
is something that is going 
to end up making you mis-
erable,” he said. “Take it 
from somebody who tried 
everything this world has 
to offer. None of it brings 
satisfaction.”

Miracle Hill is a 
non-profit Christian min-
istry that aids those in 
need of food, shelter, coun-
seling or other basic needs. 
According to the organiza-
tion’s website, “Miracle 
Hill exists [so] that home-
less children and adults 
receive food and shelter 
with compassion, hear 
the Good News of Jesus 
Christ, and move toward 
healthy relationships and 
stability.” Those interest-
ed in getting assistance, 
volunteering or learning 
more can visit https://
miraclehill.org/.

Take it from 

somebody who 

tried everything 

this world has 

to offer. None 

of it brings 

satisfaction. 

The Ghun brothers as children. Photo submitted by Young Ghun

Ghun (right) stands with his brother Young Min at Young Min's college 
graduation. Photo submitted by Young Ghun

Ghun discovered BJU when he came across campus on a walk down 
the street from his recovery program. Photo: Lindsay Shaleen
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