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 Vicki Olachea___________
S T A F F  W R I T E R

Senior  Kate Jones plays Queen Alonsa of Naples. 
Photo: Mark Kamibayashiyama 

Sophomore Eric Lane plays the spirit Ariel bound to serve Prospero. 
Photo: Mark Kamibayashiyama 
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The Tempest special effects 
inspired by student ideas  

Bob Jones University ended 
this semester’s Concert, Opera 
& Drama series with Shake-
speare’s The Tempest, a per-
formance made spectacular by 
new levels of student involve-
ment, according to director and 
theatre department faculty 
member Jeffrey Stegall.

The performances earlier in 
the week gave students one 
last opportunity this semes-
ter to enjoy an exceptionally 

collaborative artist series. Ste-
gall has plenty of experience 
with the play, having acted in it 
in 1997 and directed it once for 
BJU and twice for The Green-
ville Shakespeare Company 
since then.

Stegall chose to use his    
19th-century vaudeville de-
sign that first went to stage in 
2010 at BJU. Darren Lawson, 
dean of the School of Fine Arts 
and Communication, said The 
Tempest is performed at BJU 
about every eight to 10 years, 
with new designs used two to 

three times before being re-
tired. Stegall’s design in 2010 
was a student  body favorite.

“When we did this in 2010, 
we had never done anything 
quite so ambitious,” Lawson 
said. “It’s a fresh way to do the 
play.” Lawson said the show’s 
popularity was largely due to 
the special effects, a facet he 
looked forward to seeing Ste-
gall surpass in 2020.

For this year’s production, 
Stegall said he had forgot-
ten how much of a challenge 
The Tempest was until he ran 
across some notes from the 
original design.

“We’re not only getting a 
Shakespeare play ready . . . but 
we’re also getting an illusion 
show ready,” Stegall said. Add-
ed to that challenge was the in-
flux of young student actors, a 
challenge Stegall said he came 
to enjoy as much as staging an 
illusionist magic show.

“I found myself . . . so bless-
ed and excited to be able to 
work with this next crop of 
young artists,” Stegall said.

Stegall was especially ex-
cited by the participation from 
what he calls his "spirit stage 
crew," the ensemble of under-
classmen theatre students who 
are both stagehands and spir-
its doing Prospero’s magic bid-
dings. Stegall was particularly 
impressed with the creativity of 
Hannah Gooding, a sophomore 
theatre student who had the 
idea to add a "strong woman" 
to the play’s cirque-du-soleil-
style magic show.

Gooding said the idea of a 
"strong woman" character in 
the magic show came from 
joking around with a friend, but 
she decided to send the idea to 
Stegall despite her doubts that 
he would choose to use it. Ste-
gall’s reaction was enthusias-
tic—which is something Good-
ing said she has since come 
to expect, as Stegall contin-
ued to encourage underclass-
men students’ ideas for added 
tricks to the already eclectic il-
lusionist show.

Stegall said he was excited 
to be pulled out of the mind-
set of reiterating an old play 

with an already shown theme. 
“It was so exciting to think 
that here’s a student willing to 
bring her ideas, whether we 
use them or not,” Stegall said. 
A special appreciation for stu-
dents working on this project 
grew out of the collaboration 
as more students got to bring 
unique perspectives.

ideas, this collaboration even-
tually led to an eclectic cast.

Ezra Pressley, a fresh-
man mechanical engineer-
ing student, rode a unicy-
cle across stage as a feature 
of the magic show. The Tem-
pest was Pressley’s first time 
on stage for a theatre pro-
duction, giving him a great-
er appreciation for what goes 
on backstage, Pressley said. 
He was brought to the cast 
by Abby Marquez, a freshman 
history major who worked 
on props for the show. When 
Stegall asked for a unicyclist, 
Marquez remembered a vol-
leyball game where she met 
Pressley. After asking around 
to find him, Marquez brought 
him to the cast.

Sean Powell, a junior math 
education major, responded to 
an email calling for a gymnast 
to add to the magic show, giv-
ing him what he called a once 
in a lifetime opportunity to 
perform on Rodeheaver stage.

Cearul Carpenter, a fresh-
man fashion design major, 
also expressed his gratitude 
for a role in an artist series 
production as a freshman. 
“Everyone is treated the 
same,” Carpenter said. “Ev-
eryone is treated like a pro-
fessional, as long as they act 
like a professional.”@thecollegianbju /BJUCollegian

 John Michael Cox, playing Prospero, performs a magic trick for characters 

Miranda and Ferdinand, played by Alyssa Chapman and Josiah Shank. 

Photo: Mark Kamibayashiyama 

Eden Rowland, a freshman 
double major in English and 
theatre, was part of the en-
semble, a huge opportunity for 
a freshman.

“Getting the opportuni-
ty to start with Rodeheaver 
is a blessing,” Rowland said. 
“It’s been definitely one of my 
favorite experiences of this 
whole year.”

Rowland also noted how 
collaborative the project was, 
saying that a lot of the ideas 
fleshed out on stage came 
from other actors. Beyond 

I found myself...
so blessed and 

excited to be able 
to work with this 

next crop of young 
artists.

-Jeffrey Stegall
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The Collegian Editorial

Giving thanks, no matter what
“In every thing give thanks: for this is the will 

of God in Christ Jesus concerning you,” Paul 
exhorts  in 1 Thessalonians 5:18. 

2020 has been a year for the history books, 
and its closing leaves the world in a much dif-
ferent state than at its opening. The world is 
still rocked by a global pandemic; the U.S. is 
still churning with social unrest; the world is 
still recovering from hurricanes, wildfires and 
other natural disasters.

The future is still uncertain. But in every-
thing, we are called to give thanks. As Bob 
Jones University comes to the end of 2020 and 
the end of the fall semester, we have a lot to 
be thankful for. 

First and foremost, we owe our thanks to 
God: God who gives us every good and per-
fect gift, starting with the gift of His Son and 
salvation by grace, through faith. “Fear thou 
not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I 
am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will 
help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right 
hand of my righteousness,” Isaiah 41:10 says, 
and we have seen God’s presence in our lives 
and in the life of our University more than 
ever. 

In a world of so much uncertainty, the life, 
love and safety of those dear to us is sweet-
er, but every bit as worthy of thanks to God 
as it has ever been. God has also equipped 
us to finish out this semester in person, an 
opportunity many colleges did not have this 
semester. 

Second, we as students owe our thanks 
to the faculty and staff of the Universi-
ty. Through the hard work and planning of 
our administration, we have been able to 

have in-person classes and remain on cam-
pus. Through their diligence, we have mini-
mized the risk of COVID-19 on campus and 
been given excellent support and care when 
showing symptoms or testing positive. From 
the DC workers pre-plating each meal to the 
custodial staff keeping everything clean to 
even the monitors reminding us to pull up our 
masks, we have been served by the staff of 
the University. Meanwhile, the faculty have 
gone to great lengths to maintain in-person 
classes, support each student and still deliv-
er the quality education we have always re-
ceived in the past. 

Finally, we owe our thanks to our fellow 
students. This semester would not have been 
possible had the student body not pulled to-
gether to abide by COVID-19 protocols and 
support each other through words of en-
couragement, prayer and, of course, shared 
study notes. 

Students have uplifted those in quar-
antine and isolation, helped each other 
through difficult classes and done their best 
to protect each other from the virus. For ev-
ery mask worn, every surface wiped down 
and every kind word spoken, we say thank 
you. 

In all things, give thanks. No matter how 
difficult this semester or this year has been, 
we have much to be thankful for. “O come, 
let us sing unto the Lord: let us make a joyful 
noise to the rock of our salvation. Let us come 
before his presence with thanksgiving and 
make a joyful noise unto him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God, and a great King 
above all gods.” (Psalm 95:1-3)

What’s your favorite 
Thanksgiving family 
tradition?

Deric McGlone Elizabeth Vautier Aston Harreld Kayla Waycaster
SOPHOMORE FRESHMAN FRESHMAN SENIOR

“We have Thanksgiving 
with my grandparents 
in sunny Florida.”

“We have a 
candlelight supper 
after the big meal.”

“We literally fall asleep 
for an hour or two 
after we eat.”

“Argue over whether 
we watch the parade 
or football.”

 Ashley Dougherty___________
S T A F F  W R I T E R
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For years, Christians have 
debated over books such as 
To Kill a Mockingbird, the Har-
ry Potter series or The Adven-
tures of Huckleberry Finn be-
cause they cover controversial 
and potentially offensive top-
ics. These books discuss ra-
cial prejudice, rape, witch-
craft, sexuality and many 
other sensitive topics, creat-
ing controversy among both 
believers and unbelievers. 
However, does that mean that 
these books and others sim-
ilar should be banned from 
a Christian's reading list? As 
Christians, it is important to 
have Scriptural standards for 
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entertainment. The main is-
sue Christians face with lit-
erature is knowing by what 
standard to evaluate “good” 
literature.

In this context, “good” re-
fers to any literature that has 
a moral message that is both 
worthy of reading and benefi-
cial. As a Christian evaluating 
a piece of literature, we should 
evaluate the message of the 
work first and foremost. What 
is the author trying to say and 
why did he include this con-
troversial element? Words 
have great power, and as Phi-
lippians 4:8 says, we should 
focus on things that are pure, 
lovely and edifying. However, 
immoral elements in a work 
of literature do not make the 
book wrong. 

Often, authors will use 
evil or immoral actions like 
theft, rape or murder in their 

plot to illustrate a grand-
er point. Those immoral ac-
tions are needed to convey a 
moral message. The Bible, the 
greatest book ever written, 
has multiple accounts of be-
trayal, murder, rape, theft and 
other terrible sins. For obvi-
ous reasons, Christians do not 
consider the Bible immor-
al writing, yet when the same 
issues are portrayed in liter-
ature, many people label the 
book as wrong. Dr. Brent Mc-
Neely, a faculty member in the 
Division of English Language 
and Literature, said we are 
always evaluating when we 
read to find what is profitable. 
Whether a Christian or secu-
lar author, “these authors are 
image bearers, and they re-
veal truth,” McNeely said.

How does the Bible de-
fine a “moral” message? God 
clearly outlines His standards 
of morality in Galatians 5:22-
23, saying, “But the fruit of the 

Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-
suffering, gentleness, good-
ness, faith, meekness, tem-
perance: against such there is 
no law.” If a book’s message 
reflects the fruits of the Spirit, 
it is not promoting immorali-
ty but using those elements 
to promote good. In To Kill a 
Mockingbird, Harper Lee uses 
racial discrimination, rape 
and prejudice to show that all 
people should be treated with 
respect, a message that cor-
relates with the Bible. 

 The next step is determin-
ing what level of literary ex-
posure is valuable for Chris-
tians. Each Christian should 
have personal boundaries. It 
is not wise to fill our minds 
with temptation or obscen-
ity. Psalm 23:7 says, “For as 
he thinketh in his heart, so is 
he.” Ideas shape us into new 
people, meaning Christians 
should show caution with 
their reading. 

Dr. Bruce Rose, chair of the 
Division of English Language 
and Literature, said, “There is 
only one book we can read 
without fear of falsehood, 
evil or error, but even Scrip-
ture contains references to 
those things. It is not possi-
ble to distinguish good Chris-
tian literature from everything 
else because it is a matter of 
degree.” Book choice depends 
on the context of the read-
ing, the purpose behind the 
reading, and the person who 
is reading.

A wide range of reading 
stretches our minds, teaching 
us lessons we would not oth-
erwise understand. Consider 
your spiritual growth. Do you 
grow more when life is com-
fortable or difficult? Literature 
is often the same way. Au-
thors strategically implement 
controversial elements to ex-
alt the good. 

Gene C. Fant, in his article 

“C.S. Lewis and the Virtues of 
Reading Broadly,” says, “Liter-
ature forms character by al-
lowing us to examine ideals 
and failures from a front row 
. . . In heroes, we see the pos-
sibilities of human will, just 
as in anti-heroes, we see its 
weaknesses.” 

John Milton, an English 
poet and intellectual, teach-
es that you know good by 
evil in his book, Paradise Lost. 
Without evil, we do not have a 
clear understanding of good, 
and evil is necessary to ap-
preciate true goodness. The 
ultimate measure of a book 
in the life of a Christian is 
whether or not it is pleasing to 
God, Rose said. As Christians, 
we must each evaluate litera-
ture and entertainment based 
on God’s Word, but we must 
also consider the message of 
a book rather than its contro-
versial topics before we re-
move it from our reading lists.

 Olivia Thomas___________
S T A F F  W R I T E R

Journalism professor advises 
students for over four decades

Anyone who has stepped 
into the journalism depart-
ment may have met Betty 
Solomon, a faculty member in 
the department of journalism 
and mass communication, as 
she walks through with a Diet 
Dr Pepper in hand, a smile on 
her face and a journalist's ob-
servant eye.

A lover of words, writing 
and art, Solomon has been 
bringing her knowledge and 
passion into the classroom 
for 42 years, sharing her ex-
periences with students and 
pushing them to excel. Today, 
she teaches classes including 
Reporting, Copy Editing, Cases 
in Public Relations, and Opin-
ion Writing. She is the faculty 
adviser for The Collegian and 
has been advising the campus 
paper since it began in 1986.

For Solomon, the most im-
portant part of her career has 
been impacting hundreds of 
students' lives through the 
opportunities the Lord has 
given her, helping them to de-
velop their communication 
and writing skills so they may 
better communicate truth.

“We need to encourage 
Christians who have abilities 
in the areas of communica-
tion and writing to use those 
talents to make a difference 
in their chosen professions,” 
Solomon said. “And for my 
students that’s particularly in 
the area of the media.”

Christina Laird, a se-
nior journalism and mass 

communication major, has 
been taking classes from Solo-
mon for three and a half years. 
Laird also worked as a writ-
er, content editor and co-edi-
tor for The Collegian. Laird said 
Solomon is extremely pas-
sionate and motivated, and 
she encourages all her stu-
dents to do the best they can 
in everything.

“Miss Solomon has taught 
me everything I know about 
public relations and writing,” 
Laird said. “She has been the 
most influential professor at 
BJU on my career because of 
her constant encouragement 
to improve in all aspects of 
communication and writing.”

Nathaniel Cary, a report-
er for The Post and Courier 
Greenville and a graduate of 
BJU’s journalism program, also 
took classes from Solomon and 
worked on The Collegian while 
he was an undergraduate.

“She was a daily influence 
on my life during college as a 
professor and adviser,” Cary 
said. “She . . . knows when to 
push her students for more 
and when to let up on the gas 
and knew how to prepare me 
to think logically and evalu-
ate critically every story that 
comes my way.”

Born and raised in Virginia, 
Solomon grew up in a Chris-
tian home and was saved at 
the age of 10. She graduat-
ed from BJU with a degree in 
English education planning to 
teach high school English. But 
the Lord had other plans, so 
Solomon chose to stay at BJU 
and get her master’s degree, 

during which she taught 
freshman English classes and 
fell in love with teaching col-
lege students.

“When you find the niche 
that allows you to serve God 
with your talents and you are 
making a difference in the lives 
of your students, why change 
that?” Solomon said. She said 
she loves teaching college stu-
dents because she loves see-
ing students progress from 
being new and starting out 
in their field of study to being 
successful and influential in 
their field past graduation.

After finishing her mas-
ter’s degree, Solomon was 
asked to stay with the Uni-
versity as a faculty member, 
and when BJU began con-
sidering a new journalism 

program, her interest was 
piqued. There was a need 
for writing teachers, so Sol-
omon answered that call. As 
the journalism program grew 
and expanded, Solomon stuck 
with it and went on to get a 
master’s degree in journalism 
from the University of South 
Carolina while still teaching at 
BJU, leading her to where she 
is now.

“There was something 
about journalism that I re-
ally loved. It was fresh and 
new and current,” Solomon 
said. “You’re always learning 
something new.”

Jennifer Miller, an adjunct 
faculty member in the Divi-
sion of Communication, has 
taught with Solomon for two 
years. Solomon was also her 

professor and adviser while 
Miller was an undergraduate.

“She is a masterful teacher,” 
Miller said. “[She] holds a place 
at the top of all my teachers 
and professors throughout my 
educational journey including 
law school.”

In addition to teaching 
at BJU, Solomon worked as 
a freelance reporter for The 
Greenville Piedmont, the for-
mer evening publication of 
The Greenville News, work 
that gave her experience 
she now shares with her 
students.

“Words are so important,” 
Solomon said. “God chose 
words to communicate His 
story to the world. We are 
reflecting the image of God 
in us when we do the same.”

Solomon discusses a group editorial assignment with juniors Ruby Manville and Jewel Schuurmans and 
senior Victoria Vaughan in her Opinion Writing class. Photo: Mark Kamibayashiyama
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“I'm grateful for our incredible 
faculty and staff  who have worked 
so hard to make this the best 
semester ever despite the COVID 
restrictions!” - Nathan Dwire

“Friends and answered prayers. 
Also my boss, Patrick Robbins!!! 
He’s fantastic.” - Joanna Scoggins

“A great last semester!” - Brittany Magnuson

“I’m thankful for amazing 
professors who genuinely invest in 
their students.” - Samantha Veira

“I’m thankful for sunny days and that 
my whole family gets to be together 
for Thanksgiving.”  - Bailey Wright

“Thankful for my students who 
have persevered in a hard 
semester.” - Kathryn Gamet

“I’m grateful for my husband and 
society.” - Christi Darling

“My best friend Sequoia.” - Tari George

“I am thankful for breaks and fun 
plans and books other than 
textbooks.” - Katelyn Lain

“In the midst of  physical weakness 
I am more aware and grateful for  
His daily strength and grace.  I'm 
also so very grateful for the caring 
faculty at BJU, they are such a 
blessing!” - Sarah Harris

“I am thankful for the ability to be an 
American. We too often take for granted 
the extreme privilege we have to be able 
to go about our lives free. ‘I am proud to 
be an American, where at least I know 
I'm free!’” - Christian Murray

“I'm thankful for the constant support 
of  my family.” - Noah Villiger

“I'm thankful that I'm never out of  
God's care for me.” - Anastasia Doyle

What are you thankful for?



“I'm grateful for our incredible 
faculty and staff  who have worked 
so hard to make this the best 
semester ever despite the COVID 
restrictions!” - Nathan Dwire

“Friends and answered prayers. 
Also my boss, Patrick Robbins!!! 
He’s fantastic.” - Joanna Scoggins

“A great last semester!” - Brittany Magnuson

“I’m thankful for amazing 
professors who genuinely invest in 
their students.” - Samantha Veira

“I’m thankful for sunny days and that 
my whole family gets to be together 
for Thanksgiving.”  - Bailey Wright

“Thankful for my students who 
have persevered in a hard 
semester.” - Kathryn Gamet

“I’m grateful for my husband and 
society.” - Christi Darling

“My best friend Sequoia.” - Tari George

“I am thankful for breaks and fun 
plans and books other than 
textbooks.” - Katelyn Lain

“In the midst of  physical weakness 
I am more aware and grateful for  
His daily strength and grace.  I'm 
also so very grateful for the caring 
faculty at BJU, they are such a 
blessing!” - Sarah Harris

“I am thankful for the ability to be an 
American. We too often take for granted 
the extreme privilege we have to be able 
to go about our lives free. ‘I am proud to 
be an American, where at least I know 
I'm free!’” - Christian Murray

“I'm thankful for the constant support 
of  my family.” - Noah Villiger

“I'm thankful that I'm never out of  
God's care for me.” - Anastasia Doyle

What are you thankful for?
“I’m thankful for cool weather, ice cream, 
coffee and deer hunting.” - Sattler George 

“I'm grateful that we were able to have 
all of  our classes in-person this 
semester.” - Heather Grace Spencer

“I am thankful that God is always in 
control no matter the circumstances 
I am under.”  - Rebecca Henderson

“I am thankful for Christian 
students! They are wonderful to 
work with and so much fun to talk to 
in different languages. Thank you for 
being here!” - Dr. Jeremy Patterson

“Thankful to the Lord for His 
protection and provision throughout 
a rather unusual semester. Thankful 
I can visit home (Ghana) for 
Christmas for the first time since 
2017.” - Collins Barnor

“I’m thankful that my entire family 
will be together this thanksgiving 
and Christmas. I’ll also be able to 
see my brother’s basketball games 
since we don’t come back in 
December.” - Seth Johnson

“I am thankful for reptiles! Dinosaurs, 
snakes, turtles, chameleons, I'm glad 
they exist!” - Leo Smith

“I am super thankful for the moments 
of  grace that God reveals himself  
through in my day! Sometimes those 
manifest in ways I never expected, like 
in a good cup of  coffee or in sweet 
friends- those are the things that get 
me through.” - Carly Reuther

“I am thankful for God's provision. 
Even states away from home, He’s 
taken care of  me in the most chaotic 
of  times and given me friends I can 
count on.” - Daniel Esteban

“Thankful for technology that allows 
you to be with loved ones even when 
they're halfway across the world. Makes 
being away from home a little more 
bearable :)” - Gabriel Gaduh

“I am thankful that God has given 
me great friends who push me to 
grow and tell me when I’m wrong. 
They’ve helped me grow a lot over 
the last four years, and I’m thankful 
that we don’t walk this Christian 
walk by ourselves.” - Nathan Swaim

What are you thankful for?

@thecollegianbju
Graphic: Ben Clemons
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Fall graduates give thanks for 
time at BJU despite pandemic 

 Katie French__________
S T A F F  W R I T E R

For the 100+ seniors grad-
uating this fall, having their 
last semester at BJU amid 
the COVID-19 pandemic has 
been a challenge, but they 
are still grateful for their time 
at BJU and for the memories 
they will carry with them. 

Senior criminal justice ma-
jor Victoria Vaughan said BJU 
has helped her gain confi-
dence in talking to people from 
all walks of life and expressed 
gratefulness for the interper-
sonal communication skills she 
developed at BJU. Vaughan 
plans to work at a private se-
curity firm in her hometown in 
Florida and hopes to join the 
military in July. She antici-
pates the law and justice skills 
she gained through her study 
of criminal justice will influ-
ence her military job.

Through the Public Poli-
cy Organization, Vaughan has 
gained experience interacting 
with various groups of people 
outside of BJU. 

“Having a better under-
standing of how the commu-
nity works [through involve-
ment in PPO] has been very 
helpful,” Vaughan said. 

Educational studies major 
Alexandra Pierre-Pierre be-
lieves this semester has thor-
oughly brought her time at 
BJU to a close both in aca-
demics and her friendships. 
She feels more ready and ac-
cepting of her next season 
of life than she thought she 
would. “[I feel] like I am pre-
paring myself to eat meat,” 
Pierre-Pierre said. 

She has thoroughly enjoyed 
her internship, a required com-
ponent for her service-learn-
ing capstone, which involves 
researching music from all 
over the world and compiling 
it onto a website to provide re-
sources for students. 

Pierre-Pierre said her BJU 
education has proven valu-
able in several different ways. 
“I have learned how to look for 
the basis of ideas, how to in-
terpret what I see efficient-
ly and how to articulate my 
thoughts,” she said.

Pierre-Pierre grew up in 
Haiti where her father is a 
pastor and seminary teach-
er. Her father also attended 
BJU. Pierre-Pierre said that 
coming to BJU was not a hard 
transition, but she still had to 
adjust to the culture. Follow-
ing graduation, she plans to 
return to Haiti to teach. 

“The most valuable thing I 
got from Bob Jones [Univer-
sity] is that everything starts 
with God and what He says in 
His Word,” Pierre-Pierre said. 
She encourages current stu-
dents to learn to start with 
God’s Word and then live life 
considering what He says.

Cross-cultural service ma-
jor Joseph Woodfin plans 
to get married in the spring 
and then pursue three ad-
ditional degrees from oth-
er institutions in the areas of 
leadership and healthcare 
management. His long-term 
goal involves ministry through 
possibly both church planting 
and camp development. 

Woodfin hopes to gain ex-
perience ministering to cer-
tain people groups in Detroit 

before he goes overseas. With 
his future in mind, he said he 
believes his cross-cultural 
ministry would not be as ef-
fective without the liberal arts 
education he has received 
from BJU.

Woodfin said this year 
and final semester of college 
during the pandemic have 
served as lessons in endur-
ance. “I need the Gospel and I 
need God in my life,” he said. 
Through a myriad of strug-
gles, Woodfin has learned to 
rely on Christ’s strength most 
of all: “The grace and strength 
and peace that comes 
through the Gospel applies to 
all situations.” 

Woodfin’s greatest burden 
for fellow peers and ultimate-
ly the world is knowledge of 
God. “I think the greatest need 
in America today and the 
greatest need on Bob Jones 
campus today is that people 
get to know God,” he said. He 
is also concerned about the 
amount of illiteracy that ex-
ists in regard to the truth of 
Scripture.

Woodfin advises current 
students: “Don’t obsess about 
your weaknesses. Look at 
what God has gifted you for 
and given you strengths for 
and deliberately sharpen that 
because he’s giving it for a 
reason.”

Journalism and mass com-
munications major Samantha 

Veira said her last semester at 
BJU has been highlighted by 
the friendships she has devel-
oped during her time at BJU. 

"I'm just so grateful for the 
support system I've built over 
the past few years," Veira said. 
"There's no way I would have 
gotten through these last 
couple weeks without peo-
ple to call and walk around 
Walmart or go to dinner with, 
or people in my church family 
here to encourage me."

Once Veira graduates and  
finishes her internship at Mir-
acle Hill, she said she's looking 
forward to picking her hob-
bies back up she had to drop 

with school, including painting 
and expanding her garden,

As these seniors move on, 
they carry with them not only 
the education they received 
at BJU but also their expe-
riences here. Each of them 
spoke positively on their last 
semester despite changes 
brought about by COVID-19 
and eagerly anticipate their 
futures. 

Jeremiah 29:11 sheds 
light on the bigger picture: 
“For I know the thoughts that 
I think toward you, saith the 
Lord, thoughts of peace, and 
not of evil, to give you an ex-
pected end.”

Senior Alexandra Pierre-Pierre plans to return to Haiti to teach.
Photo: Olga Manyak

Senior Victoria Vaughan hopes to join the military in July 2021.
Photo: Olga Manyak
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You probably don’t think 
much about water until you 
actually need it!  However, if 
you are waiting until you feel 
thirsty to drink, you are 
already slightly dehydrated.  
Your whole body, including 
your brain, depends on water 
for proper functioning.  This is 
an important fact to keep in 
mind since we are bumping 
right up against final exams.  

And if you depend on co�ee 
and ca�einated beverages to 
keep you going during 
exams, don’t forget that 
ca�eine is slightly dehydrat-
ing.  So the benefit of that 
super-charged espresso 
may actually be hindering 
the e�cient working of your 
brain by depriving your body 
of some of the water it 
needs.

Melanie Schell
School of Health 

Professions

Water the Odds

B-ball teams ready for rebound
 Nathaniel Hendry___________

S T A F F  W R I T E R

Despite a first-game loss 
and some positive COVID-19 
cases at the beginning of their 
season, the BJU Bruins bas-
ketball teams remain excited 
about the future of their ath-
letic programs. 

The men’s basketball team 
opened with a loss of 88-64 
against Piedmont College, 
while the women’s basketball 
team could not play their first 
game after several members 
tested positive for COVID-19.

Going into their first game, 
the men’s basketball team 
faced several challenges. The 
current starting lineup is the 
youngest in program history. 
Eighteen of its 20 players are 
freshmen or sophomores, and 
only one player, Chapman 

Harwood, is a senior. 
Additionally, according to 

the NCCAA guidelines the 
coaches were not allowed to 
begin practices with the ath-
letes until mid-October. This 
rule restricted men’s bas-
ketball head coach Burton 
Uwarow’s ability to prepare 
for the season. Uwarow hopes 
to get the team playing with 
a faster tempo than Bruins 
teams have done in the past, 
but he has not had much time 
for practices. 

The Bruins teams’ ability 
to practice and stay in shape 
will also be hampered by the  
seven-week break between 
semesters. The break this 
year, spanning from Thanks-
giving to mid-January due to 
COVID restrictions, is the lon-
gest in Bruins history.

However, Coach Uwarow 

said he does not accept ex-
cuses from the players or 
himself. “You know when you 
get to your first job, nobody’s 
going to give you a ton of 
breaks because you’re just out 
of college and you’re only 22,” 
Uwarow said. “That’s not real 
life. What you do in one area 
of your life carries over. How 
you do small things is how you 
do all things.”

During the men’s basket-
ball team’s first game, several 
freshmen stepped up to help 
the team. Freshman Dominic 
Owen scored 12 points and 
freshman Kenney Garrick had 
10 points and four rebounds.

“[The freshmen have] done 
a really good job of taking 
care of business in the class-
room and doing the little 
things,” Uwarow said. “They’ve 
been really good teammates. 
They’ve really supported each 
other.”

The women’s basket-
ball team, coached by Mike 
LeViere, was scheduled to 
play their first game on Nov. 7. 
However, after several play-
ers and Coach LeViere tested 
positive for COVID-19, the BJU 
COVID Medical Task Force 
cancelled all their games 
through Nov. 14 to allow for 
the full-team two-week iso-
lation period in the NCCAA 
health guidelines.

“Our goal in this decision is 
to protect these young ladies 
and to mitigate the spread of 
the virus as we look to pro-
vide a safe environment for 
our student-athletes to com-
pete,” Dr. Neal Ring, the Bruins 
director of athletics, said.

The women’s team also 
includes several new players 
after five players graduated 
last year. This semester the 

team added four freshmen to 
their roster as well as a new 
team manager. 

“We’re excited for each 
[basketball team] member of 
this year’s incoming freshman 
class to join our team,” Head 
Coach Mike LeViere said. 
“They come from different 
backgrounds and varied parts 
of the country, but they each 
have a love for Christ and a 
desire to be here at Bob Jones 
University.” 

Coach Uwarow is very 
grateful to the people who 
worked hard to make sure 
the Bruins are able to play 
this year. “Since nearly 200 
student-athletes attend Bob 
Jones [University], ending the 
athletic program would have 
had a major impact on the 
student body.”

BJU is a provisional 
member of NCAA DIII and an  

NCCAA member. Previous 
versions of the men’s bas-
ketball schedule included 
five games against NCAA 
DI teams, including sev-
eral livestreamed games 
against major teams. Un-
fortunately, all those plans 
were scrapped, in part due 
to teams deciding not to 
play. “We’ve gone through 
I think six or seven differ-
ent versions of our schedule,” 
Uwarow said.

Throughout the season, 
games will continue to fol-
low precautions to mini-
mize COVID-19 transmis-
sion. Audience members will 
be restricted to the campus 
community. Students and 
faculty will need to present 
their green screen and family 
members will have to com-
plete a health check before 
attending games.

Freshman Kenney Garrick shoots the ball against Piedmont College. 
Photo: Nathaniel Hendry

The current starting line for the Bruins' men's basketball team is the 
youngest in program history. Photo: Nathaniel Hendry

Senior Gracen Ledford, returning to the Lady Bruins' team this season, scored 217 points last season. 
Photo: Derek Eckenroth
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Campus statues become icons

 Madison Floyd___________
S T A F F  W R I T E R

Some of the most iconic 
photo spots on campus – Ro-
deheaver Auditorium and the 
Bridge of Nations – feature 
unique works of art with an 
interesting history many may 
not know. 

At the Bridge of Nations, 
students walk by two of 
these works of art on a dai-
ly basis: the two bronze stat-
ues, “School’s In” and “School’s 
Out.” On the Student Mall 
side, the “School’s In” statue 

is a little boy wearing an ac-
ademic cap and gown while 
sitting on top of a globe. The 
little boy is holding a mag-
nifying glass and looking 
closely at a book. 

On the Alumni side, the 
“School’s Out” statue features 
a boy and girl holding 
hands and playing on top 
of a tree stump while their 
schoolbooks lie nearby on 
the ground. Both statues 
were suggested by former 
president of the University 
Bob Jones III, who received 
his inspiration from a store 

in Atlanta. According to 
BJUtoday, Jones said, “At 
first, I had something regal 
in mind, like an angel or a 
soldier. But after seeing these 
two statues in a store in 
Atlanta, I knew they would be 
perfect.”

“School’s In” was dedi-
cated to former dean of the 
College of Arts and Science 
and chairman of the mod-
ern language department, 
Dr. Guenter Salter, who died 
in 2002. This statue was 
given by Dan Wooster, a 
former faculty member, and 
the plaque reads that Salt-
er “tolerated in himself and 
in others only the best and 
highest for Jesus Christ” in 
his 33 years of ministry at 
BJU. 

“School’s Out” was ded-
icated to former School of 
Education faculty member, 
Dr. Charles Joss, who died 
in 1987. This statue was giv-
en by his wife and daughters, 
and its plaque includes Prov-
erbs 13:19: “The desire ac-
complished is sweet to the 
soul.” Both statues represent 
the spirit of the staff and stu-
dents of BJU. 

Upon entering Rodeheav-
er Auditorium, visitors, stu-
dents and staff are met with 
two large lion statues in the 
upper lobby. These stat-
ues, the “resting lion" and the 
“roaring lion," are props from 

"School's Out" is dedicated to former faculty member Dr. Charles Joss. 
Photo: Andrew Pledger 

Retired faculty member Harrell Whittington designed the lions. 
Photo: Andrew Pledger

Graphic: Alicia DeMott

Designed by stage art-
ist and retired art faculty 
member Harrell Whitting-
ton, both statues were cre-
ated out of fiberglass for the 
production. 

After the production in 
2010, these statues went 
into retirement, being 
placed on display in the lob-
by of Rodeheaver. Over the 
course of years, during Art-
ist Series or various other 
productions, both lions have 
become the prime pho-
to spot for couples, families 
and friends.

the set design for BJU’s pro-
duction of The Winter’s Tale 
that premiered in 1993, with 
later productions in 2002 and 
2010. 

“The resting lion and the 
roaring lion were symbolic of 
King Leontes’ wide emotional 
swings in the play,” Dr. Darren 
Lawson, dean of the School 
of Fine Arts and Communica-
tion said. “In the first part of 
the play, the king roars with 
jealousy; however, in the sec-
ond half of the play, the king 
learns to forgive, which the 
resting lion represents.” 

"School's In" is a statue of a little boy sitting on a globe studying a book with a magnifying glass.
Photo: Andrew Pledger 


