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The new space in The Den has yet to be given an official name.    Photo: Andrew Pledger

Dr. David Burke is the solo performer in this show.    Photo: Robby Jorgensen

Summer mission 
teams informational 
meeting

College Up Close

Washington Center 
Day

Ignite

Any students inter-
ested in participat-
ing on BJU’s summer 
mission teams can 
attend identical pre-
sentations on Thurs-
day at  7:00, 7:20 
and 7:40 p.m. in the 
Alumni building. 

Starting Thursday, 
the first high school 
students will visit 
the campus in order 
to experience BJU 
during College Up 
Close.  

Next Friday, Sept. 
27, is the Washing-
ton Center Challenge 
Day. Parts of the ten-
nis court parking lot 
will be closed along 
with Stadium View 
Drive from Barge Me-
morial Hospital to 
Sennet Drive. 

The SLC is holding 
the first Ignite of the 
semester on Friday, 
Sept. 27 at 10 p.m. 
on the lower athletic 
fields.

Improvements enhance 
The Den, campus spaces

Multiple campus locations 
received makeovers this past 
summer, including The Den, 
Alumni classrooms 110 and 
210 and Mack Library. 

The Den now contains a 
hang-out space with vari-
ous activities for students, 
(faculty and staff are also 
welcome to use the new 
space) which include board 
games, video games and a 
98-inch TV for viewing foot-
ball and other events.

Last semester’s Bible Con-
ference fundraiser sought to 
raise $150,000 for this new 
space, but according to Alan 
Benson, vice president for 

If you had to describe a 
dragon, what are some of 
the first things that come 
to mind? Scaly? Riddle-ob-
sessed? Greedy? FIRE?! 

Rodeheaver hosts one-man 
show  The Reluctant Dragon

How about reluctant? 
In tonight’s performance 

of Kenneth Grahame’s The 
Reluctant Dragon, you’ll be 
introduced to a dragon like no 
other. 

Dr. David Burke, who cur-
rently teaches in Greenville 

 Sidney Seiber______________
S T A F F  W R I T E R

Technical College’s Speech 
Communication and Theatre 
Department, is the main per-
former in this production.

He will perform a one-per-
son adaptation of this sto-
ry at 7 p.m. in Rodeheaver 
Auditorium. 

Tickets are available at the 
box office and cost $8 for Bob 
Jones University students and 
$16 for the general public. 

The Reluctant Dragon is a 
story about a boy befriending 
a dragon who is more inter-
ested in literature and poetry 
than hoarding gold and deci-
mating townships. 

“The dragon that this boy 
meets in the story is some-
body who wants to hang out 
and be lazy, make up things, 
and just be there, and eat 
whenever he gets a chance,” 
Burke said. “He’s everybody’s 
best friend. So really the sto-
ry’s about friendship.” 

Having taught subjects 
like solo performance, Burke 
is quite equipped for tonight’s 
performance. 

The only other perform-
er Burke will share the stage 
with is the puppet Burke’s 
friends at The Logos Theatre 
created. 

The puppet comes alive 
in Burke’s hands. Burke talks 
back and forth with the drag-
on while it blinks its eyes, nods 
its head and goes to sleep on 
Burke’s command. 

The creators behind the 
puppet are Ken Hines and 
Justin Swain, The Logos The-
atre’s puppeteers, and their 
team of creative geniuses. 

The Logos Theatre is 
known for its puppets, making 
creatures come to life such as 
Aslan the lion from The Lion, 
The Witch and The Wardrobe, 
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Don’t 
worry 

mom! you 
can trust 
me. I’ll 
handle 

myself just 
fine. I’m an 
adult now!

Laundry
room

exactly one week later...

Ohhh... so I don’t have 
to use the entire bottle 
of detergent?

The Collegian Editorial

Find a penny, pick it up . . .

What class are you 
most looking forward 
to and why?

Christian Broadwell Kyle Wilson Rachel Powell Ben Rogol
FRESHMAN SOPHOMORE SENIOR SENIOR

English 101 because 
English is my strong 
suit.

Linear Algebra: it’s 
like a big. fun puzzle.

Directed Studies for 
Studio Art: I get to 
create whatever I want.

Christian Masterworks 
because we get to read 
a lot of good books.

 Callie Parker______________
S T A F F  W R I T E R

Flannery O’Connor wrote 
often about something she 
called a “moment of grace . . 
. the point where people are 
forced to make a decision 
that either enables them to 
transcend a circumstance or 
succumb to it.” 

This summer I was in the 
hospital for 56 days with a 
rare combination of strep, 
mono, viral meningitis, en-
cephalitis and an auto-im-
mune disease called Guil-
lain-Barre syndrome. 

I was non-responsive for 
nine days, and when I became 
responsive, I was informed 
that I had nine lesions in my 

Pick up a penny on the ground, and no one will say 
you’re stealing. Finders keepers, right? 

But how far does that rule of thumb extend? $10? 
$100?

For one couple in Pennsylvania, “finders keepers” 
was sound logic even when $120,000 showed up in 
their bank account this summer.

That is, until they got arrested.
When Robert and Tiffany Williams discovered 

the money in their account, instead of calling their 
bank, they spent almost all $120,000, buying two 
four-wheelers, a camper, a car trailer and more, as well 
as giving $15,000 to friends in need.

They are now facing felony theft charges and an 
overdraft of over $100,000.

“All I’m going to say is, we took some bad legal ad-
vice from some people, and it probably wasn’t the best 
thing in the end,” Robert Williams told CNN last week.

Well, Williams was right about that; it probably 
wasn’t the best thing in the end.

So what would you do in this situation?
Hopefully, as Christians, and even just as empa-

thetic people, we would realize that this money had 
to have come from somewhere—from someone—and 
we would choose to do the right thing and give the 
money back.

The same goes for finding a wallet somewhere. Do 
you return the wallet but go on a spending spree first? 
No, of course not. Besides the fact that you would 
probably be caught, it’s very obviously the wrong 
thing to do.

But where do you draw the line? What about find-
ing loose money somewhere?

Many states in America have laws determining 
what we should do if we come into contact with lost 
or misplaced money; if you find money somewhere, 
many states require you to turn it in to the police. 

If no one can prove it’s theirs, you get it back after 

a period of time (usually 120 days).
But what about just a few dollars?
In some states, this is still technically illegal; in 

others, small amounts of money (under $100) can be 
kept if you make a reasonable effort to find the owner 
(eg. look around the parking lot, scan your eyes down 
the street, etc.).

But besides considering this legally, we should 
consider it morally. Is it wrong to take the money?

The Collegian surveyed 67 people on and off cam-
pus to see how much money they would have to find 
before they would turn it in to the police (We’re thor-
ough; we know. This is definitely a representative sam-
ple of the world). 

Even though they could have given any number 
they wanted, an interesting pattern emerged where 
most people gave the same four answers: $20, $50, 
$100 or $1,000. More than that, and they would turn 
the money in to the police, those surveyed said.

Here it is by the percentages: 27% said their limit 
was between $20 and $60; 46% said between $100 
and $600; 18% said over $1,000; and nine percent 
said they would keep any amount, no matter how large 
the sum.

Interestingly, no one said they would return any 
amount less than $20 (although several said they’d 
donate the money instead of keeping it for them-
selves). Some even said, “I feel bad . . . but I’d keep it.”

Instead of using “finders keepers” as a rule of thumb, 
maybe we should consider the Golden Rule. What would 
you want someone to do if they found your $1,000?

So consider your conscience as you think about 
this situation. While most of us probably won’t run 
into thousands of dollars lying on the ground, it’s still 
something to think about.

If anything else, at least learn from the Williams 
and don’t immediately go on a spending spree of over 
$100,000.

See  COLUMN  p.3  ››

Com
ic: Hanna Buckland



is that . . . it should be a lit-
tle faster experience for the 
guests, but it also puts pres-
sure on the kitchen to make 
sure the food gets out in a 
timely manner,” Miller said.

Miller explained the val-
ue of students participat-
ing in the Bistro 
lies in this pro-
gram’s ability to 
simulate a restau-
rant environment 
where you have 
to accommodate 
guests. 

Miller said stu-
dents may face 
unexpected chal-
lenges such as 
guests with spe-
cial dietary needs, 
rushes and many 
other problems faced by peo-
ple working in a restaurant.

According to Culinary Arts 
student Sara Severson, stu-
dents gain experience per-
forming a variety of differ-
ent duties in the kitchen 
by switching around three 
stations.

 All the dishes served are 
prepared completely from 

3September 20, 2019

The Culinary Arts Bis-
tro will provide Bob Jones 
University culinary stu-
dents with hands-on experi-
ence in restaurant-style food 
preparation while providing 
cost-effective gourmet food 
to BJU’s campus.

The Bistro opens from 

Culinary Arts opens weekly bistro

››  From COLUMN  p.2

brain and two lesions in my 
spine. The lesions in my spine 
had left me basically paraple-
gic, and I had to relearn how 
to sit up, stand and walk. 

At one point, based on my 
brain waves, doctors believed 
I would not get better. 

I have no memory of being 
taken to or admitted to the 
hospital and am missing 15 
days of memory. 

The days since I got sick 
have been filled to the brim 
with moments of grace as I 
continue healing. 

While adjusting to my new 
limitations, I have learned 
countless things, eventually 
coming to the conclusion that 
my illnesses left me with a les-
son and a burden to share it. 

The lesson is this: The only 
control we have over hardship 
is how we decide to respond to 
it.  

One thing I have heard 
consistently since becoming 
ill is that I must be wondering 
“Why?” The truth is though, 
that God does not owe me 
an explanation, and He does 
not have to provide me with 
a specific reason for my trial. 
In fact, He already gives me 
reason enough in that He is 
a God of order and good pur-
pose, always. 

If I had decided that God 
owed me a specific reason 
in some sort of writing on the 
wall, I would have become an-
gry and resentful when one did 
not appear. 

Anger and resentment 
stunt healing and growth while 

trust and acceptance feed it, 
so I chose the latter. 

But it was and is not easy. 
One day, I had to take a hard 
look inward and decide that if 
God never gave me a reason 
for my illness, it was because 
I did not need one. 

The fact of the matter is 
that my getting sick had ab-
solutely nothing to do with me 
but absolutely everything to 
do with God and His power, 
His mercy and His glory.  

I said choosing trust and 
acceptance is hard. 

So, how do we choose it? 
I wrote something down in 

the notes app on my phone a 
few months before I got sick, 
and I have come back to it 
many times since. 

This is what I wrote: “If you 
have to run to the Throne of 

Grace 1,000 times a day just 
to survive, run. God hands us 
bouquets of grace like wild-
flowers from a never-ending 
meadow.” 

God allows us to experi-
ence situations of hardship 
because He longs for us to fall 
at the feet of the Throne and 
call out for His grace and His 
help, both of which He gives 
freely. 

For a long time, I felt like I 
had to be brave and positive 
about my situation, but I tried 
to do it all on my own. 

It seemed to me that I was 
a failure if I felt fear, but true 
victory came when I realized 
that my fear was welcome at 
the feet of the Savior. 

I have no clue what you are 
going through, and I will not 
pretend to. All I know is that 

the only control we have over 
whether or not we get better 
is if we decide to get better. 

We must choose trust, we 
must choose acceptance, 
and we must be honest with 
God about our inadequacy 
and fear. 

Anger and resentment, 
false positivity stemming from 
self-reliance—these are poi-
sons that promise freedom 
but result only in despair. 

When we drop our pride 
and run to the Throne of 
Grace, we receive true free-
dom and beautiful healing.  

So, run.
  

Though Callie Parker contin-
ues to recover, she was able to 
enroll in classes this semester 
and write for The Collegian.

 Andrew Schmidt________________
S T A F F  W R I T E R

11:45 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on 
Fridays in the Culinary Arts 
building in front of the Acad-
emy Gym. 

The Bistro will run select 
Fridays on Sept. 20, Sept. 
27, Oct. 18, Oct. 25, Nov. 1 
and Nov. 8.

Chef David Miller, the fac-
ulty member in charge of 
the program, explained that 
the Bistro will face some 

interesting challenges due 
to a smaller than usual class 
size.

While the culinary arts pro-
gram as a whole actually has 
more students this year than 
it has in the past, only three 
students are currently in the 
practicum program responsi-
ble for the Bistro. 

Miller said that having 
only a few people working in 

the kitchen at a time 
is relatively com-
mon for restaurant 
environments. 

Miller explained 
that because of the 
smaller number of 
students this year, 
there will not be front 
of house servers. The 
Bistro guests will or-
der from the front 
counter instead of 
being seated.    

Miller said this 
complication pres-
ents advantages and 
disadvantages. 

“The advantage 

Photos: Dan Calnon

scratch and made to order in 
the kitchen. 

Menu offerings include 
sandwiches, pastas, soups, 
salads and more. 

Food will be served in mi-
crowaveable to-go containers 
and guests may sit down in 

the Culinary Arts 
building to eat or 
take their food 
with them to eat 
later. Payment in 
cash, credit, deb-
it and check is 
accepted.

Along with the 
Bistro, Culinary 
Arts retail will also 
be available every 
Friday until 1:30 
p.m. in the lobby 
of the same build-

ing selling baked goods. 
Culinary Arts retail is run 

by freshman students from 
the bake shop class. 

Miller said the culinary arts 
baking department is work-
ing with Aramark to create 
wholesale items for the Den 
and Cuppa Jones to provide 
the Culinary Arts program 
with additional exposure.
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student development and dis-
cipleship, only about $60,000 
was raised. 

When Benson attempted to 
budget an aspect of the room, 
the estimated cost of that 
one part totaled the complete 
amount of money 
raised.

Because of 
these financial 
challenges, mul-
tiple members 
of the BJU staff 
banded togeth-
er to make the 
hang-out spot a 
reality, including 
maintenance, facilities and 
marketing personnel. 

Together, they completed 
the room within the decreased 
budget by repurposing items 
already on campus—for ex-
ample, the large table in the 
room is made from a steam 
grate.

“The room itself became a 
miracle,” Benson said.

Benson also stressed the 
theme of unity in the room, 
citing the two wall murals as 
visual examples. 

One mural displays var-
ious campus buildings pic-
tured alongside buildings 
from Greenville, showing 
BJU’s unity with the city of 
Greenville.

The second mural dis-
plays various phrases from 
the BJU creed and campus 
slogans alongside a magnet-
ic picture board. The board 
includes photos of current 
student life blended with 
student life photos from 
throughout BJU’s history.

“They will be blended in 
with those pictures,” Ben-
son said, “to communicate 
with our student body that 
you’re a part of something 
bigger than just what’s on 
campus today.”

Benson hopes to continue 
working on the room, expand-

ing it to include an outdoor 
patio section.

Alumni Building class-
rooms 110 and 210 reopened 
this semester after about four 
years of being out of commis-
sion due to water damage. 

Now, the two rooms are 
what Dr. David Fisher, vice 
provost for academic ad-
ministration, calls prototype 
rooms, giving a model of 
what all the Alumni Building 
classrooms may look like in 
the future.

“This is a first step,” Fish-
er said. “I know the president 
and his team are working on 
decisions on how we might 
incrementally improve the 
Alumni Building over the next 
several years.”

Alumni 210 is designed 
with collaboration in mind, in-
cluding trapezoidal tables, six 
monitors and no focal point in 
the room. 

These elements allow 
groups of six to eight students 
to work together on projects.

“A classroom like this is 
very valuable in the educa-
tional arsenal of the profes-
sor,” Fisher said. 

Alumni 110 is set up to 
be a more typical lecture 
classroom. 

It can hold up to 76 stu-
dents, and its design is in-

tended to make 
the physical dis-
tance from pro-
fessor to student 
shorter in length 
compared to 
rooms like Alum-
ni 217, which ex-
tends back rath-
er than to the 
side.

According to Dr. Fisher, 
the rooms were designed with 
flexibility, faculty and student 
needs in mind.

“The faculty selected the 
furniture and the tech for the 
needs of what was going to be 
taught in these rooms,” Fisher 
said.

The Mack Library also 
looks significantly different 
from previous years. 

According to Patrick Rob-
bins, the interim director of 
libraries, this summer con-
cluded a three-year project 
to downsize the library, re-
moving some print materials. 

To make way for the new 
facilities for the School of 
Health Professions, the li-
brary’s collection has all 
moved to the second floor of 
the building.

Robbins said they de-
creased the number of books 
in different ways. 

Some books were sent to 
schools in India, while others 
were given away to members 

of the university family. 
Unclaimed books were 

recycled.
“Our first and foremost 

plan was to find good homes 
for them,” Robbins said.

Robbins said the faculty 
helped determine what books 

››  From CAMPUS  p.1

››  From DRAGON  p.1

to keep and remove from the 
collection.

“Our faculty has a tre-
mendous load as it is,” Rob-
bins said. “So for them to 
take that extra step and help 
us in this is just phenomenal 
on their part.”

TOGETHER, THEY COMPLETED THE 
ROOM WITHIN THE DECREASED 
BUDGET BY REPURPOSING ITEMS 
ALREADY ON CAMPUS.”

performed at The Logos The-
atre which is connected to the 
ministries of The Academy of 
Arts, a ministry founded in 
1971 by Dr. Nicky Chavers, a 

Alumni 210 was designed to facilitate collaboration.    Photo: Andrew Pledger

The library has been consolidated to the second floor.    Photo: Andrew Pledger

Burke rehearses using his dragon puppet for the story.    Photo: Robby Jorgensen

graduate of and former teach-
er at BJU. 

Chavers’ intent in starting 
The Academy of Arts was to 
have a platform to bring the 
Bible to life through dramatic 
productions. 

The ministry performed 
riveting adaptations of Bible 
stories and expanded to per-
form productions such as Lit-
tle Women, Our Town, and 
The Christmas Carol, just to 
name a few. 

Over its 48 years of min-
istry, The Academy of Arts 
has shown the light of Christ 
through its performances and 
training of young people to 
use their talents to bring glo-
ry to God. 

Another person of interest 
in this production is someone 
you will not find in the spot-
light, Meetra Hamedi, the 
stage manager. 

Hamedi, a senior theatre 
major, has participated be-
hind the scenes of produc-
tions in many different com-
pacities over her time at BJU, 
but this will be her first time 
taking on the responsibilities 
of student stage manager. 

She will be the first female 
to fill this role in a BJU pro-
duction in Rodeheaver, which 
until The Reluctant Dragon 
was only taken on by male 
BJU students.

Hamedi is excited to 
be stage manager for this 
production. 

“Not only is this a huge 
opportunity, and actually a 
big step for Bob Jones [Uni-
versity] . . .  I’m a theater 
major,” Hamedi said. “And 

my long-term career goal is 
stage management, so this is 
also one of those doors that I 
think God has opened for me 
personally.”    

She hopes The Reluctant 
Dragon can show students 
that theatre is something that 
is enjoyable. 

“We just really want to 
get people interested and to 
know that it’s [theatre] not 
this weird, old stuffy thing 
that was maybe cool back 
then, but not now,” Hame-
di said. “It’s still cool, and it’s 
still fun. I think everyone’s go-
ing to enjoy it.”

 David Eoute Sr., the asso-
ciate producer for BJU pro-
ductions, is making strides 
to get high school through 
elementary age kids inter-
ested in theatre through this 
adaptation of The Reluctant 
Dragon. 

Although this is a play that 
all ages can enjoy, this imag-
inative, light-hearted story 
would be a wonder-filled way 
to introduce a child to the 
magic of the theatre.



        Weekends o� en provide an 
opportunity for students to ex-
plore the greater Greenville area, 
and some activities come highly 
recommended by BJU students.
        Sophomore Andrea Lawrence 
recommends Sky Zone Tram-
poline Park. Located 10 minutes 
from campus on Laurens Road, 
the park off ers activities beyond 
normal trampolining such as 
basketball trampolining and an 
obstacle course for $60 per hour. 
        Lawrence said Sky Zone, 
especially the obstacle course, is 
great for students who are just 
looking to have some fun. 
        “People who aren’t really as ath-
letically inclined can enjoy as well 
as other people who are extremely 
competitive,” Lawrence said.
        Junior Sydney Smith recom-
mends Frankie’s Fun Park. The 
Fun Park is 10 minutes from cam-
pus on Woodruff  Drive and off ers 
go-carting, laser tag, batting 
cages and arcade games at vary-
ing prices, depending on what 
visitors choose to do. 
        Smith, who goes to Frankie’s 
Fun House with friends and fam-
ily, said the park was a diff erent 
kind of experience for students 
to enjoy.
        Sophomore Phil Guff ey said 
he enjoys going to Falls Park on 
the Reedy. This popular park is 10 
minutes away from campus in the 
center of downtown’s best shops 
and restaurants. 
        The park off ers scenic views 
of a fl owing waterfall, ducks and 
various fl ora and fauna such as 
Virginia Sweetspire and Henry’s 
Garnet fl owers. 
        Guff ey said he likes going 
to the Spill the Beans Ice Cream 
shop and walking the Swamp 
Rabbit Trail. “It’s a place that’s 
really easy to relax and destress 
from school,” Guff ey said.
        Senior Tim Hamersky said 
Timmons Park is a good place 
to go for a quick study break or 
some exercise. The park is lo-
cated fi ve minutes from campus 
on Oxford Street. Timmons Park 
off ers activities like disc golfi ng, 

pickle ball, baseball and walking 
trails. “It gets you enjoying the 
area [and] seeing diff erent parts 
[of Greenville],” Hamersky said.
        Senior Kenny Burkholder 
recommends Climb at Blue Ridge, 
a rock-climbing gym 20 minutes 
from campus on Bulls Road in 
Taylors. Prices vary, but students 
can purchase full access to the 
gym for $14. The gym off ers two 
types of rock-climbing: top rop-
ing and bouldering. 
        Burkholder recommends the 
gym for students who want to be 
challenged outside of classes and 
who are also looking socialize 
with a lot of people. “It’s a great 
way just to relieve stress,” Burk-
holder said.
        Sophomore Vicki Olachea 
urges students to try Donut Ex-
periment, a cheery donut shop 
10 minutes from campus on 
Augusta Street. For as little as $6, 
students can enjoy a fresh made-
to-order donut and a coff ee.
        Olachea, who frequents 
Donut Experiment, recommends 
the bakery because of the quality 
treats and friendly staff . “You’re 
in charge of the entire process,” 
Olachea said. “You get to pick 
exactly what you want on your 
donut.” 
        Donut Experiment bakes 
cake donuts and allows custom-
ers to choose their own icing, 
toppings and glaze drizzle. Ola-
chea called the unique process a 
“game changer.”
        Sophomore Spencer Rob-
inson recommends Methodical 
Coff ee for coff ee-loving students. 
Methodical Coff ee is located 10 
minutes from campus in down-
town Greenville. 
        The shop off ers quality coff ee 
and bakery items at prices rang-
ing between $5 and $10. 
        Robinson recommends 
Methodical Coff ee to students 
looking for aff ordable coff ee and 
baked goods, citing their cold 
brew as his personal favorite. 
        “It’s a nice place . . . just re-
lax, or you can also study there,” 
Robinson said.

Text: O
livia Thom

as     Photos: R
obby Jorgensen 
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The study abroad course to Spain visited Cartegena.    Photo: Seth Johnson

The Antigua team worked at Caribbean Radio Lighthouse.    Photo: Christina Laird The Antigua mission team helped BJU grads Nathan and Renee Owens.    Photo: Christina Laird

Students intern, study abroad 
and serve during the summer

From celebrating in fies-
tas and seeing Notre Dame 
to teaching in classrooms 
and working with CEOs, Bob 
Jones University students 
were anything but idle over 
the summer.

This summer, BJU offered 
four study abroad courses to 
Spain, France and the United 
Kingdom. 

Elise Snow, a sophomore 
Spanish major, returned from 
four weeks in Spain with six 
credits. 

Led by Dr. Amos Kasperek, 
a faculty member in the BJU 
divison of modern language 
and literature, the group 
toured Madrid, Cartagena, 
Aranjuez and Toledo. 

Snow said she got to see 
what it is really like to be a 
part of a family in Spain. 

Snow’s favorite memory 
was sharing the Gospel with 
her host family. 

“As I had the opportuni-
ty to share the Gospel with 
[the host], it’s like the barriers 
around language were just re-
moved,” Snow said. 

The study abroad course 
to France, led by Dr. Jeremy 
Patterson, chair of the divi-
sion of modern language and 
literature, stayed south of 
Paris where they saw many 
sights. 

Senior French major Dan-
iel Hudson said his experi-
ence helped him develop his 
French knowledge and chal-
lenged him from a cultural 
perspective. 

“It’s just always helpful to 
be able think a little more and 
examine what you believe,” 
Hudson said. 

Beyond the planned 
course, Hudson also took 
a day trip to Omaha Beach 
for the 75th anniversary of 
D-Day. “There were so many 
things going on, so many 
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parades and all these people 
dressed up and more Ameri-
can flags than French flags, 
actually,” Hudson said. 

Another course also stud-
ied in France this summer un-
der the direction of Dr. Carl 
Abrams, a faculty member in 
the history division. 

Instead of focusing on the 
language, the course focused 
on history with the students 
researching historical sites 
before they visited. 

While at the site, students 
would discuss it’s signifi-
cance. The group even visited 
the Louvre one day and en-
counted a BJU grad. 

“We [the BJU family] are 
literally everywhere!” Abrams 
said.

Crossing the channel, the 
UK course, led by Dr. Paul 
Radford of the division of 
communication, completed 
a course focused on William 
Shakespeare, C. S. Lewis and 
J. R. R. Tolkien.	

Joanna Ryland, a junior ac-
counting major, said she fell 
in love with the UK right away. 

One of her favorite memo-
ries was seeing Stonehenge. 
She also appreciated the cul-
tural experience. “It’s tricky 
to see it as a different culture 
because they speak the same 
language, but the way they do 
things is somewhat different,” 
Ryland said. 

Ryland wants to use her 
business skills to help sup-
port a missionary or a church 
and said her time in the UK 
showed her how doable that 
is. 

Other BJU students had 
internships in their chosen 
fields. 

Senior graphic design ma-
jor Marcus Tiplea interned at 
X-Agency, a marketing firm 
in Greenville and worked on 
print projects, social media 
and web products. 

“I had a lot of encounters 
with the actual clients,” Tiplea 

said. “I was able to work di-
rectly with the founders and 
the strategist and the creative 
director. I think it was really 
helpful to learn a little bit of 
the ropes in the industry.” 

Tiplea said God taught him 
that no matter the industry 
God calls you to, the people 
are what matters most. Tiplea 
encouraged students to take 
initiative and invest in people.

Students didn’t just intern 
locally, however. 

Kimberly Cornelius, a 
graduate student majoring in 
Intercultural Studies with a 
Bible translation and linguis-
tics principal, completed a 
five-week internship in south-
ern China. 

Cornelius was one of sev-
en BJU students serving on 
a 50-member team teaching 
English at a summer camp. 
Cornelius co-taught fifth 
grade classes. “We wanted 
them to not just be able to 
know more English, but we 
wanted them to be able to 
use it more fluently in conver-
sation,” Cornelius said. 

One of her favorite mem-
ories was giving Bibles as 
gifts to her Chinese teaching 
assistants. 

“Just having the opportu-
nity to give a Bible to some-
one who does not know 
much about Christianity . . . 
just to be able to give them a 
Bible in their own language 
and just see the excitement 
that they had . . . I realized 
that’s something I love do-
ing,” Cornelius said. 

BJU students also served 
on eight different University 
mission teams. 

Senior English Literature 

major Arianna Smith was part 
of the Antigua team, led by 
Jonny Gamet, from the de-
partment of intercollegiate 
athletics, and his wife Kath-
ryn Gamet, a faculty member 
in the journalism and mass 
communication department. 

The Antigua team worked 
for 12 days at the Caribbe-
an Radio Lighthouse to help 
paint a radio tower, produce 
radio commercials and com-
plete many other projects. 

“I think it’s a really unique 
team experience because 
you’re working with profes-
sionals who are out on the 
field,” Smith said. 

The team also worked with 
children’s ministries. “I really 
enjoyed working with the chil-
dren,” Smith said. “They just 
love life and are so excited for 
you to be there.” 

Also ministering in the Ca-
ribbean, Carlos Cruz, a grad-
uate student completing a 
master of divinity, served on 
the Cuba team, led by Mark 
Vowels, division chair of the 
division of ministries. 

Cruz enjoyed building re-
lationships with team mem-
bers. “It was cool seeing how 
through ministry and through 
serving the Lord you connect 
with people,” Cruz said. 

The team worked with a 
seminary and two churches, 
doing door-to-door evange-
lism, serving in church ser-
vices and working in chil-
dren’s ministries. 

“They were very encourag-
ing for us,” Cruz said. “I’ve al-
ways been curious about how 
the Lord works in a country 
with this political system.” 

Cruz said he learned the 
importance of service and hu-
mility through watching a Cu-
ban pastor and his wife minis-
ter to team members. 

“Every morning they would 
wake up early to make break-
fast for us,” Cruz said. “That 
was just an illustration . . . of 
what Jesus taught about serv-
ing others, about how leader-
ship is about serving. It was 
pretty obvious that it wasn’t 
a burden for them to do that, 
but it was a joy.” 
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We’ve all heard the term, but 
is there evidence to support 
the claim that freshmen put on 
weight?  

The journal, BMC Obesity, 
conducted a meta-analysis in 
2015 of 22 studies and discov-
ered that the transition from 
high school to college does re-
sult in weight gain—about 7.5 
pounds on average.  It may not 

be 15, but it is significant given 
the fact that it typically occurs 
within a five-month period.  

For the BJU community, the 
big three factors are stress (ac-
ademic plus the newness of 
college life), poor diet deci-
sions and decline in physical 
activity.  

Next week we will dive into 
some practical solutions.

Is the “freshman 15” really a thing?

Brent Casteel, BJU Bruins 
men’s baseball head coach, 
has learned over the years that 
glorifying God includes all ar-
eas of life—even baseball. 

Casteel began playing 
baseball at a young age. In be-
tween 7th and 8th grade, he 
transferred to a public school 
in order to be seen by scouts. 

Though he had been saved 
early in life, it was at this point, 
Casteel said, that his spiritual 
walk began to suffer. 

Throughout high school he 
chose to pursue his dream of 
baseball instead of the Lord. 

Casteel then played base-
ball in a secular college for 
two years, and again, his spir-
itual life suffered greatly. “I 
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wasn’t living for God the way 
that I should have been,” 
Casteel said.

 After his second year of 
college, Casteel signed with 
the Chicago Cubs. However, 
in his second year of spring 
training, he received a call 
from his father saying that 
his grandmother had passed 
away. He also learned that his 
father had accepted Christ as 
his Savior. 

Because of those two 
events, Casteel decided to 
pursue his relationship with 
God more seriously. 

He asked his mother to 
send his Bible to him, and 
when she did, he began to 
study it. 

He also found other Chris-
tians within the Cubs organi-
zation and began spending 

more time with them. Casteel 
began to ask himself how he 
could use baseball for God’s 
glory. “I started learning that 
baseball is not about me. It’s 
about Him,” Casteel said. 

Casteel’s baseball career 
ended after three years play-
ing for the Cubs’ minor league 
teams. He returned home 
and became involved in his 
local church, where he grew 
immensely. 

Eventually God allowed 
him to return to baseball this 
time in a coaching role with a 
team in his hometown. 

Casteel counseled at 
the Wilds Christian Camp in 
North Carolina for one sum-
mer, and through the influ-
ence of students there, he 
eventually ended up at Bob 
Jones University. 

After graduating from BJU 
with a degree in religious 
studies, Casteel became in-
volved in several ministries, 
including ¡PlayBall!, a base-
ball outreach to the Domini-
can Republic. 

After many years of in-
volvement with different 
baseball-based ministries, 
Casteel learned that his alma 
mater, Bob Jones University, 
was in the process of hiring a 
baseball coach. 

At the time, he was serv-
ing as an assistant pastor of a 
church in Florida and helping 
to coach a local team in town. 

He decided to apply for 
the coaching position, and 

after the hiring process, he, 
his wife Dianne and their four 
children moved to Greenville 
to begin the process of build-
ing BJU’s baseball program 
from the ground up.

Through a long, difficult 
process, Casteel discovered 
that God intends everything—
even baseball—to be 
used for His glory. 

Now he teach-
es his own players 
to live all of life as a 
Christian, whether 
on the field or off. 

“I’m here to help 
others,” Casteel said. 
“I’m here to serve. 
I’m here to love God. 
I’m here to respond 
the way God wants 
me to respond.” 

Nathaniel Schlicting, a 
first baseman for the prac-
tice team, said Coach Casteel 
exhibits both professional-
ism and a genuine concern 
for his players. “He teaches 
us that baseball is more than 
baseball—it’s another area to 
share Christ,” Schlicting said.

Casteel now faces the 
challenge of building a base-
ball program. His job includes 
actually forming a team, fig-
uring out where it is going to 
practice and play, coaching 
and teaching, and also build-
ing a fanbase.

 Last year Casteel held 
an informational meeting for 
those interested in the team. 

Forty-five students 
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Casteel graduated with a religious studies degree.    Photo: Derek Eckenroth

Casteel signed with the Chicago Cubs.    Photo:Hal Cook

attended. After hearing the 
requirements for being both a 
member of the baseball team 
and a college athlete in gener-
al, 32 of them decided to con-
tinue with the tryout process. 

After measuring each of 
their skill sets, Casteel cut the 
number down to 18. 

Those 18 now form a prac-
tice squad that will have a 
promised tryout in the fall of 
2020 for the 2021 season. 

For now, the squad works 
out and practices together in 
preparation for the tryout.

The final roster will in-
clude 30 players and will play 
its home games at Conestee 
Park in Mauldin, South Caro-
lina, about a 20-minute drive 
from campus. 

Until then, Casteel will 
continue to use baseball to 
share the Gospel by taking the 
practice team into the com-
munity to help Little League 
programs. 
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Despite the name, Bake- 
Off is not a baking competi-
tion but a 24-hour playwriting 
festival that welcomes all BJU 
students to participate.

The Bake-Off performance 
will be held Saturday, Aug. 21, 
at 7:30 p.m. in Stratton Hall. 
Seating is first-come first-
served, and tickets are $3 at 
the door.

This year is the 10th an-
niversary of Bake-Off. Har-
rison Miller, a faculty GA at 
BJU and one of the event co-
ordinators, hinted at a special 
surprise for this year’s perfor-
mance and some new things 
students can look forward to.

Behind-the-scenes of 10th 
annual Bake-Off performance

 Beth Adkins, another GA 
and event coordinator, en-
courages everyone who can 
to come see it.

Bake-Off begins Wednes-
day night when Adkins and 
Miller sit down with the stu-
dent writers and supply them 
with situational and character 
prompts the writers have to 
include in their plays.

The writers then have 24 
hours to write a 10-minute 
play. After the plays are sub-
mitted, Adkins and Miller 
gather with a group of grad-
uate students to read and se-
lect the plays, directors and 
actors. 

Early Saturday morning, 
the directors and cast receive 
and read their plays for the 
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first time. Each cast now has 
less than 12 hours to stage 
their plays.

For the actors, Saturday 
is a busy day. The moment 
they’re handed their scripts, 
they begin working on their 
lines and characters.

Sylvia Lafferman, a senior 
theatre major who has acted 
in Bake-Off multiple times, 
said the most challenging 
parts of Bake-Off are mem-
orizing lines and discovering 
a character in such a short 
amount of time. 

But the effort to over-
come those challenges is well 
rewarded.

“Giving a performance to 
the audience that they really 
enjoy—that is the best part,” 

Lafferman said. “Everything is 
for the audience.”

For many actors, the chal-
lenge of memorizing and de-
veloping a character within 
eight hours is an intimidating 
task, but Lafferman encour-
ages students interested in 
acting in Bake-Off to not be 
afraid. 

“Despite how daunting it 
may seem, you can do it,” Laf-
ferman said.

Writers especially have an 
special opportunity to test 
their skills with Bake-Off. 

Miller said that while there 
are many opportunities to act 
and to run stage technology 
at BJU, there are fewer op-
portunities for students to 
write plays. Bake-Off offers 
positions in all three areas, 
making it unique.

“It’s a playwriting festival 
that allows students to en-
hance their creativity in all as-
pects of theatre,” Miller said.

R. J. Ring, a senior engi-
neering major, said that writ-
ing for Bake-Off was like be-
ing given ingredients for a 
cake and then using those in-
gredients to shape and devel-
op a general idea. 

He encourages students 
interested in writing for Bake- 
Off to take the challenge 
and just enjoy the creative 
process.

“Even if you don’t finish it 
on time, finish your short play 
and come back every semes-
ter and write for it [Bake-Off] 
as best you can,” Ring said. “It 
makes you a better writer.”

Adkins said one of the 
most challenging things about 
Bake-Off is getting students 
to write scripts. Bake-Off is Brook Henig performs in a Bake-Off from 2018.    Photo: Derek Eckenroth

Bake-Off performances have grown in popularity.    Photo: Derek Eckenroth Bake-Off provides opportunities for writers and actors to practice their skills.    Photo: Derek Eckenroth

GIVING A PER-
FORMANCE TO 
THE AUDIENCE 
THAT THEY 
REALLY ENJOY 
– THAT IS THE 
BEST PART . . .        
EVERYTHING 
IS FOR THE 
AUDIENCE”

SYLVIA 
LAFFERMAN

not a competition of who can 
write or act better. 

Adkins said they look for 
plays that would be interest-
ing to the audience and for ac-
tors who suit the characters. 

All those moving parts 
come together to make the 
final performance. “We work 
together,” Adkins said.


